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for the benefit of any enterprise, for the 


wravementof almost any industry except the 
. facturing interests of New England, the gen- 
vs a exhibits his carefulness and economy on 
rasa member of the House and asa mem- 
¢ the Committee of Ways and Means. | 
‘be allowed to say that if he had acted oth- 
would have departed from his usual 

n the House. 
| hope, Mr. Speaker, that the resolution will 
| hope that the ingenious and able argu- 
.egentleman from Ohio [Mr. Scuenck] 
prevail, and that the argumentof the dis- 
ished gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
which I understood, after his taking 


NTEVENS s+} 


will not prevail. 
» course of that gentleman surprises me. 
tin accordance with his usual habits asa 
ey of this House. Heis generally a vood- 
" ‘known a case without justice, involving 
es, where charity was appealed to, addressed 


neople of Pennsylvania that had not a cor- 


ind hearty response from him, except on 


departs from the usual course now be- 
re isa little justice in this claim, and 


shat he 
5 ; ]don 
1 for that article. {Laughter. } 


may be said except what | know my learned and 
kind friend from Massachusetts [Mr. Daw 7 
W ld, in favor of making this allowance. 
ve that the House will vote for my amend- 
the resolution reported by the chairman 
Committee of Elections, increasing the al- 


the House. 

Mr. SMITHERS. The gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. Dawes] stated that the Commit- 
tee of Elections were not unanimous on the sub- 
¥ tof this report and the sum contained in the 
se resolution. 1 differ from the majority of that 

Poe mittee which reported this resolution. To 
rer my mind there is no pretext for allowing Mr. 
ae Sleeper any sum whatever. The case, in my 

ae idgment, ought never to have been brought here. 
ae : That is conclusively shown, I think, by the proof 
= record. Ido not inquire into the respect- 
ity of Mr. Sleeper; I have seen him in the 
imittee-room, and he is a man of respectabil- 

His bearing before the committee impressed 
favorably. 


m before the House, | would pay him, but not 
: ! erwise. I think that this is not one of those 
ves. Itis settled by the explanation upon rec- 


sacnu 5 . : 
ord. Ido not intend to go into any lengthy ar- | 


nt 
& Hk, 


It has been argued before the House so 
tly that the facts must be fresh in the recol- 
a Bei, report of the Committee of Elections. 
JAM, ewes) tt : , . e 

i itlee Say In conclusion as follows: 


The com- 


ventiems _ .l€ committee, in the absence of a particle of testt- 
D .. -dieulated to cast suspicion upon the fairness and 
' tis recount, or to control the position and cor- 
rated testimony in its report, are of opinion that the 
have mad tho ete Of election Wasrightly awarded to Mr. Rice, and 
's entitled to the seat. They thereupon recom- 
\doption of the following resolutions: 

‘solved, That John S. Sleeperis not entitled to a seat 
ema rg House asa Representative in the Thirty-Eighth Con- 
M ' rae - tne third congressional districtin Massachusetts. 

. ' oe Mhat Alexander H. Rice is entitled to a seat 
“Ouse as a Representative in the Thirty-Eighth Con- 


the 





— ‘rom the third congressional district in Massachu- | 
y ex 5 — 
but th eCrny . . . ° 
pesca em Th C mmittee of Elections being fully satisfied 
eae” wtte Was not a particle of testimony which 
as his 


iNanvw : 
~ /¥ Way tended to invalidate or to casta shadow 


= , “JSpicion upon the recount, and that recount | 
aye | tiny, been concurred in by all of the ward offli- 
1 * ; ; ma ae of Massachusetts having also 
ghee rs ee ruficate upon that recount, I for one 
° opriations Tvesene ae myself to vote a dollar out of the 

ee able. 4.0 PAY any gentlemag, however respect- 
vefit of 4€, under the 


circumstances. 
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| Mr. DAWES. Mr. Speaker, 


it, was against allowing this claimant any- | 
I must be allowed to say | 


good-hearted, clever gentleman. | have 


casion, and | must be permitted to say | 


it think that the gentleman has much re- | 


Mr. Speaker, | do not know that anything else 


| Sleeper has honestly done? 


wance to $1,000, and in that I hope I leave the | 


3ut that is not the question. If | 
reis anything in the testimony which would | 
Siow any reasonable man that he had a proper || 





\of every member; but I will refer to the | 


| election to Congress. 





THURSDAY, MARCH 17, 1864. 


this subject 1s 
consuming more time than it ought to. I wish 
to state the case and then leave it to the House. 
The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Scuencx]} has 
argued the case more fully than was done when 
it was submitted to the House and voted on, and 
Iam obliged to him. Here is an exciting elec- 
tion for Congress. At the close of the poll it is 
publicly announced, according to the law of Mas- 
sachusetts, that Mr. Sleeper is elected. In the 
course of seven days there comes out an altera- 
tion, by W hich Mr. Rice is di ciare d to beet le cle d 
bya few votes. It isacase which never occurred 
in Massachusetts before. It is a case which had 
no precedent there. It turned out on investiga- 
tion that much of the merits depended upon thi 


honesty and credibility of asingle witness. I ask 


| my friends on this side of the House whether, if 


any case were to occur to one of our friends, 


they would not feel themselves justified in bring- 


ing it to the attention of the House? ‘That is all 
| wish to say. I submit Mr. Sleeper bas done, 
under all of the circumstances, what any contest- 


ant upon this side of the House would do. The 
committee saw that a case like this had never 
occurred before. ‘here was no statute of Mas- 


sachusetts providing for such a contingency, and 
although there was no reason to doubt the ac- 
curacy of the recount or the honesty of the v 
nesses, I ask gentlemen whether they would not 
have submitted to the House as Mr. 
If the House is oO - 
ing to adopt a rule on this subject, | for one will 
not object. If the rule works in reference to 
members upon this side as well as upon the other 
side, | have no complaint to make. 
case Mr. Sleeper has only done wh 
testant on this side would have done 


Mr. SPALDING. 1 wish to propound anin- 


the case 


But in this 


| terrogatory to the ge ntleman from Massachusett ee 


and his reply will go very far tocontrol my vote. 


W ould the gentleman from Massachusetts have 


done as Mr. Sleeper has done? 

Mr. DAWES. j 
that interrogatory. [Laughter.] I do notdo my 
duty as often as | should, and perhaps I should 
have failed in this instance. I do not appreciate 
a seat in Congress as before I had one, and Mr. 
Sleeper has never enjoyed that honor. 


Mr. Speaker, I wish to call the attention of | 


the House back to this fact, that it has always 
been the rule, and never departed from, that we 
have paid contestants without regard to the merits 


| of theircases. Thedistincuished gentleman from 


Pennsylvania [Mr. Stevens] at the last Congress 
offered a resolution to pay six contestants, three 
on one side and three upon the other, $3,000 each. 
One of these men had but twenty-five votes, and 
those twenty-five votes were taken by subscrip- 
tion down here in a district where there was at 
the time a foreign enemy, and where there was 
hardly enough territory Jeft in our possession to 
bury these twenty-five men. 

And it now occurs to me that my distinguished 


| friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. Srevens ]| intro- 
| duced last Congress a resolution to pay six con- 
| testants $3,000 each, and among that number he 
| inserted the name of this man who received only 
twenty-five votes. That resolution passed. This 


is said by way of reminder to my friehd ‘from 
Pennsylvania. 1 regret that my friend’s vener- 
able years have impaired his memory, and that he 
has fergotten that that was the first case which 
the committee reported, and in which they re- 


ported against the claim of the man. It was ar- 


_gued here two or three days on the question 


whether the twenty-five votes taken by subscrip- 
tion in an enemy’s country would constitute an 
We all said ** No,” and 
the matter passed away. The contestantapplied 
to the Committee of Elections to introduce a res- 
olution to pay him. They refused. One day, 
in a fit of absent-mindedness upon the part of the 


; { 
committee, there came in here a resolution with 


| the names of six contestants in it, among whom 
| was this man, and it was put through in a hurry. 


I cail the previous question. 


JOHN 


| Mr. STEVENS. 


at any con- | 


I do not see the pertinency of 


| act to regulate trade and interes 





C. RIVES, WASHINGTON. D. @. 


New Series... 


sstNO. FR, 


I move to |] Ly the resolution 
and substitute on the table. 

Mr.MALLORY. Lunderstood that my friend 
from Massachusetts was going to allow me to of- 
fer an amendment. 

Mr. DAWES. That is so, but I suggest to 


the gemtieman that that course will not help his 


| friend. 


Mr. MALLORY. 
Mr. STILES. 


Well, I will not preas it 
I demand the yeas 
upon the motion to lay on the table. 

he yeas and nays were 
ne questio Was puts 


and nays 


ordered. 
ul dl 1. W dee di | in 


veas 67,1 iVvs 59: ns follows: 





YEAS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Am Anderson, Ash 
lev, Jobn D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beama } » DT. Blair, 
Boutwell, Ail Ww. ( rk, ¢ c (re 
well, Henry Winter Davis, TI mas T. Davis, D ne, 
) liv, Driges, Dumont Lek \ | l W by 
Fenton, Frank, Gartield, Gooeh, Grinn lig Hot 
kiss, John H. thubbard, Hulburd, Jer Julian, Kasson. 
Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, ¢ do K ’ Loan. I 
vear, Marvin. MeClurg, Samu I. Miller, Morrill, Daniel 
Morris, Leonard Myer Norton, O Perl Pike, 
Price, J nil. Riee, Schen . 1 yal 
ding, Starr, Stevens, Thayer, \ Valkenburgh, I BR 
Washburne, William B. Wasi t WW m \ i 


Wilson, and Windom—67 


NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Ancona, Baily, Angu 
tus C. Baldwin, Francis P. Blair, Bliss, Broomall, Clay, 
Cox, Dawes, Dawson, Denison, Eden, Eldridg Gris 
wold, Hale, Hall, Harding, Harrington, Char! M. tiarri 
Holman, Kernan, Knapp, Law, Long, Mallory, M ; 
McAllister, MeBride, MeDowell, Meindoe, MeKinney, 

Morris, Morrison, 


Middleton, William H. Miller, James R 


N John O'Neill, Pendleton, Pruyn, Samuet J. Ran 
dall, James S. Rollins, Ress, Smith, John B. Steele, Wil 
liam G. Steele, Stilt Strouse, Stuart, Sweat, Thomas, 
Tracy, Upson, Voorhees, Wadsworth, Whaley, Wheeler, 
Joseph W. White, and Woodbridge: oe 

So the resolution and substitute were Jaid on 
the table 


During the call of the roll, 

Mr. ORTH stated that he Was palrée d off with 
Mr. Cravens on all matters of a partisan char- 
acter. 

Mr. A. MYERS stated that he was paired off 
with Mr. Lazear. 

Mr GRINNELL stated that Mr. Husparn, of 
Iowa, was confined to his house by sickness. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, moved to re- 
consider the vote last taken; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ENROLLED BILL. 

Mr. COBB, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported that they had examined and found 
truly enrolled an act toamend an actentitled “An 
t uurse with Indian 
tribes and to preserve peace on the frontier,’’ ap- 
proved June 30, 1834; when the Speaker signed 
the same. 

REPORT OF CAPTAIN J. L. FISK. 

Mr. A. W. CLARK, from the Committee on 
Printing, reported the following resolution, and 
demanded the previous question: 


Resolved, That there be printed five thousand coples of 
the letter ot the Secretary of War, transmitting tothe House, 
in answer to a resolution of the 26th ultimo, the report of 
Captain J. L. Fisk of his late expedition to the Rocky mount 


} ains. 


The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. A. W. CLARK moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was agreed to; and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

The latter motion was acreed to. 

REPORT OF GENERAL ROSECRANS. 

Mr. A. W. CLARK, from the Committee on 
Printing, reported the following resolution, upon 
which he demanded the previous question: 

Resolved, That ten thousand extra copies of the various 


reports of Major General William 8. Rosecrans, during 
this war, be printed for the use of this House. 





The previons question was s¢ conded. 

Mr. STEVENS. 1 would ipquire how large 
a volume this will make? 

Mr. A. W. CLARK. About as large as the 
reports of Grant and McClellan. 
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car, ioe \fter consulting with my colleague [Mr. Hoorrr] || be a borrower. It seems to mi 
Mr. GRISWOLD a ae who is a member of the Committee of Ways and || percent. ofthe liabilities oftheG 
QUAPAW INDIANS Means, I t k it just to the House nd to the be canceled to-day, whi hey 
I SPEAKER, by nim - mr 1 || Seert of the ‘Trea iry that ¢ e letter should || per cent. to-morrow. But 
. 1] i 1d I h sets forth his view in regard to ul 1, Le uw eno rea iv 
t | l I in the Tre ury shot 1 not ( 
t Q Ihe Clerk read the letter, as follows if its proceed iould be a | 
ain Ae . a lReasuryY DeparTMENT, March 15, 1864. tic f the one per cent. prov | 
( nittee of Way 1 Means, and ordered to My Dear Sir: I have been told this morning that you alluded to. : 
inder the impt n that f am indifferent about the The amount of gold in 
i | | pas nm Nf eg it las umn) nded by the Senate. | ele to the prese nt war was ¢: nated 
_ INDIAN DEPREDATIONS CLAIM Secectary of the 'Trestury to diapoce of the surniue'sola || dred to two hundred and fifty 
l" SPEAKER _by unanimous cot t, || Were commuvicated to the Com litteeof Ways and Means || There is now, as I understand, i | 
laid befo e House a communication from the on the 29th uitim I ee then, and think ee §23,000,000. ‘he estimated 
. . s mie j rity would nd to restrain specuition and ae . 7 
mec ry ft Interior, transmitting a1 f vent : fluctuations in the gold market, and that a have accumu ted by the Ist of J 
1 } | for t paym t r i isu ich a power might contribute something from 1 rty-live to SIXty milli 
fro} l I nd dati ; ce m ! y tie t , lesirable end I have not changed this opin Locke d in the vaults of thi ! 
: x dad in Mus ta, in 1862; which was |) 773°" " aa orev > Saal oes. ae New York alone are some forty-t 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, Vy i soni i, and has risen as that pr bability caaiiieded hed. || lars. ‘The daily requirements of 


ordered to t Yours truly, Ss. P. CHASE, New York alone, for the payme fG 
On m nvof Mr. WINDOM, the report of the lion. G. 8. BouTWELL. duties, &c., is about three hund: 


commissioners mpanying the report of the Mr. GRISWOLD. Mr. Speaker, that letter || lars. 


Se tary of the Interior was also ordered to bi corrobort the information of which I was in The effect of continued hoardi 
printed p es n. appreciated not only in its influe: 
TREATY WITIL ECUADOR. An objection is urged against the passage of the mercial interests, but upon the G 
Phe SPEAKER . ee ae that itwi limpt rp rly increase the powers of || reason of the enhanced prices whi 
' | Lm wre from the P if Secretary of the ‘Tr emery « Now, sir, as an to pay for such commoditi sas 
of the U St +, stating a on the 23th of No- || CMSsinalp! sition, that mig ithave some weight, and ar alk cted by the sp culative 
vember, 1862. a santinn for the rau ‘ ot. |, Dut it seems to me that ander the circumstances it Phat the present market value of g | 
; + ll athadaenes teil cents Sak Vintied Heeten. tl” titled to but little consideration. ‘The Secre- || speculative, is to my judzme 
: oe . eee ee ese tary of the Treasury has already been invested || proof of this itis well known th 
- - i ja eg Fo ; = - a ee : ' | with authority, to which this can add but little, curities beyond the influence « 
_ Te “ee . ; ie rae se a ie as ene oe were he disposed to exercise that authority im- no proportion ate prices. Thi re is! 
sintian th ‘ s ve : : : . } perry. He is and has been clothed with the difference between the value of | 
” eg? : ey a ~ we 0h ash Ww rc f issuing the ol lig tons of the Govern- || ti § to-tay ond three years ago. L 
within ninety da’ fier the exchance of ratifica- || Ment, Bund: Jsupon hundreds of millions, entire- be bought with Government paj 
tions betw t} vo Governm: 8: estcbnls eran y at his own discretion, at ou h time and in such same rate. Ri al estate n the « , 
referred to Committee of Ways and Means, || ™@uner.an 1 amounts as he deemed proper. The || materially advanced. No descriptor 


2 Lenadl : a additional discretion now proposed to be given || except such as is influenced by dir 
tt ordered to be printed. : I ’ 


mis as tothe particular manner in which a sur- || bears any such disproporuon to goid 
“fifteen to twenty-five millions of gold shall || Government securities. 

vailable for the public use. ‘This I re- If Government obligations art 
early d nof this billin the Elouse lw - | gard as of too litle importance comparatively to || have faith in their ultimate payn 


Int ibsence my ex ence W cc influence t action of the Hous upon this ques- || there is no reason atall for anys 
thatofmyd hed colleague [Mr. Kernan t oa Deg t 





those who are at present admin- || preciation as now exists. ‘The 
tovernment as its representatives for || question of ourability to pay—of 
passage of the bill under discussion, my contact | the time being, thé instrumentality through which || of the people that they will be paid. Bf 
th t t only of my own we hope to be carried safely throuch our present || faith is wéll grounded, [do not myse!! 
trict but in the city of New York ind ted almost i i ry dangers. So reg rding them, I am in doubt. Ido not believe th pubic ¢ 
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ae ae universally a decided feeling in favor of its pas- | favor, and [ think the constituency which I rep- || an amount which will lead to the t S a 
ee l recely heard an epy te oF ,OX- | 1 nt are in favor, of farnishingthem withevery || pudiation,as has been hinted by 

Sede | cept from indiv rested rold specu- | fi y, of clothing them with on this floor; nor do I believe that 

a ~ a lation or from yse whos entim wel I do notint so f of the interest on it will be so ull “6 

= question of this kind would have but little w t |} cerned, to afford any ex t as has been suggested. In my judgme! 

: with any gentleman on either side of this Hou the Ti ry, orany other ¢ ple of this country are prepared to 1 l voted 
Ai’ | assume thatin the vote which was given upon | the A tration, by reason of refusing any de- || exactions made upon them which s! i | 
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questionscould be ignored, \ M itely y,and I d | 
mild stand up with united voice it | \ s to every e that tl \ ther he would be « L upon to exer it 
f such measures alone as tend to the value of acommodity market depends upon the often if at all. 
of our Union and the reéstablishment || abundance or scarcity of it; thateverything which Mr. BROOMALL. 1 am pleased to be cor 
rable peace over this distracted land. || tends to increase the supply must diminish the || rected by the gentleman from SRsatiliesiates i 
this to be the true way for securing pub- cost of the article. A very eloquent and very did to some extent misunderstand his remarks, 
and strengthening our Government || honora met r on the other side of the Hous and | w take his position as he has now given 
it should be evident that we are notto b took exces to the bill o round thatat |} it. Hledoes not expect the Secretary of the Treas 
the purpose of carrying out the pecu- would not do to Invest tl Secretary with vy to. the power unl inthe future when 
man or of any set of men. What he ¢ t t liimita power: t { ty \ ! ! ‘ rv for him to use} 1, for 
, Mr. Speaker, t at te discretior it would tend to. the credit of the « 1 Vv. j A : / v0 in favor the 
ived with the Secre iry of the ‘Frea ullimately Vitali « heR \ | ! | i) 1 itis nece irvl the 
\ ns of t bill under diseu do not | W : , ie Ty have and to use thi 
re db ,With diseretion and r,t S ol t i iry to . 
that so exercised he will be able to is he not, unde \ And if he chooses to be Iw bout to say, Mr.S ik the 
| position as the responsible head untaitht t! ( rzve Of his onerol au ‘ ex i I times, \ Lit IS hece ary fori 
| De} irtment of the Government; who can he Ll? to it to extraordinary powers being vested in 
ill be able, at all events, to increase The present ,as it comes to us from thi the Administration and Government, itis no 
attending speculations in gold, and || Senate, simply authorizes him to sell tl ul t { to ask us to « r pow that are not 
re with and embarrass those who in || gold in the Treasury; and thus limited, | want t nee ry. And if this power is not necessary, 
‘personal gain are regardless of the || know how it is that conferring on m that is the arcument against the passa of this 
» the great interests of our coun- |} power we « ty become obnoxious to measul 
more,-that he will pl obstacles || the charge of ¢ illimit powet The Now, that it is not necessary is manifest to 
if those whose hopes are based upon ft irned gentlem 11d rt tell us, lredid ty t every ¢ e who will mer ly ask himself the que 
yn of public confidenes by producing out, wherein the ex f that power could po t .whatis it to be used for? Is it intended to 
tdeprectation of our national securities. sivly work such an | ry, but he ike 3 fhe I r down the price of wold? Granted that it 
| with the honorable gentleman from iwa lion inthe way and if he k ear heat . That ms to be the argument of the other 
Mir. Kass N]as to the mischievous eflects a threate ne Irom Ul rig ' Ut USL; t . Is thereany evil in gold being at the present 
operations, In such times as these, he utterly failed to t out t ir Wondering pr xcept so far as that results from the redun- 
who con¢regate in the marts of our eyes the iD [tt { est kine, or to awaken adancy otf paper money > | do not see much Ldo 
Ut age inthese wild and senseless our attentive « to the warn! V e he had not cal ‘A iat price gold woes to if itis not eaused 
lam not at all certain butthat the heard. Why, , it is not possible to conceive y an inflation of the currency. If it does so 
culators areas much to be dreaded that t Sec) of t Treasury, ip the ex arise then L admit it is an evil and a matter of in 
me as the army of rebels in the Cl l er, myure the recit of the tere to eV rybod at use it affects the price 
he etlect 1s demoralizing whether the ( ntry any mort than he may endanger tl mM of everything we buy or sell. If the high pric 
regards it or not. ‘The man who |! interests by the « rcise of powers already con- |} a1 from hoarding, no class of men ean lose by 
capital in gold as a speculation be- || ferred upé n him. : itexcept such as ought not to be relieved. [t 1 
voluntarily disloyal to a certain extent, Another objection ureed by my honorable friend the accumulation of gold in the ‘Treasury that is 
that the success of his venture is || was that itwould be a breach of faith in the coun now complained of. Who wants this gold No 
the reverses of our army in the field; |! try to sell that w! 1 is pledged for the payment body except the importing merchants and the 
: , who holds our Government obligations of the interestupon the publicdebt. The answet ramblers in gold The laborer does not want 
d hails every success as furnishing || to that objection simply that the bill does not rold. The mechanic does not want gold. ‘The 
a rity to his investment. authorize any { r, Itsimply provides for farmer and retail merchant do not want gold 
ware, Mr. Speaker, that in voting for || the sale of f “rr They have no use forit. It has given place to 
| diler from most of the gentlemen on Sull another areument was used,that it would the legal currency of the country. The only pai 
the House, with whom I am politi- |} give the country more credit in Europe to anti ties who need gold, [ repeat, are the importing 
ciated, but I feel certain that they will || pate ym ibl ! I w 1 || meré itsandgamblers in gold, and I, forone,look 
lit for being influenced by an honest not borrow one d r from EE ind, or from upon the excessive importation of foreign goods 
inion, andthatthat difference arises France: | wo t be indebted to them for any now foing on as one of the evils of the day. We 
L ve rard as the cours which shall best such advantag W lever. If they were to s id r suyIng ourselve s poor. | am willing to let the 
interest of our country over a ship-load of I would not touch it | of gold go up until that excessive import 
n sanguine am I that no gentleman, || would be more 1 y that our far-off sister C ation is checked. Gold is needed for th purpose 
t ide of the House or the other, will fornia should send ten thousand of h ravesons || of buying fore ) goods, and for paying duties 
tLmer leaity to party isfor a moment into Mexico. une n fi reien 92 ids, ar | for these two pun ses 
lered as against these higher consid- ‘There 1 ivable w W hye rie If tl price of gold goes up so that the 
a country can m nm its credit, and that is by importing merchants cannot get it, what will be 
ung upon the attention of the House, re vine witl hirmnes upon our own resource . Wi I It? Why, that Importation to that ex- 
» ker, | simply desired to give some of the I believe that our own resources art adequate t tent Ww be checkud. ‘There is a point between 
Wii J fluence my vote on the ques- every demand. | re money 1s wal ted, col the two extremes, the present one of excessive 
discussion. Hav ing done this, I am tinue to tax u 1 we shall continue te pay. ' ! mn of goldin the ‘Tre isury from duties 
to yield the floor, and record my vote Mr. BROOMALL. \ Speaker, | y not ex- arising’ from ex ive lmportations, and the stop- 
{the pending bill. pect to convil any gentleman present by any || page of importation and duties from the scarcity 
MESSAGE FROM TILE SENATE. argument that [ ean produce after the diseu 1 || of [ say that there is ‘point between these 
from the Senate was received, by which has been had ¢ is question, butas I have tw ctremes where tht will balance each oth vs 
; “ — - aoe d voted ste lilv ara t the me ure fi t! i 1! lam willine to wait for that point. 
, Y, heirs SeReeCr Renan the Eom rinnine,. and int \ ta wok on t it steadily to But sup) e the accumulation of gold in the 
1 t YT) Soe i | ) ? 1 no 34 — . rte 7 ' 
id Piha Win tas F , sons for so do he first of tl em is, that I di those who are doing mi chief with gold, 
No. 151) relatine to enlistments. and || conceive the power attempted to be%kiven to th eed it, is there no way to get it out of the Trea 
. - 401) reiauling to eliistments, and Secretary of " y to | holly { hav 1 no of C yngress maki r 
No. 163) to authorize the Columbia sary. T | Mra husett Mr. docttefie., 5 ae ler for th eee nt of debts. 
for the Deaf and ial 5 a the 1 od ALLEY] whe \ this n ( yester | know that has becom Untashiorn able as a 
4 ; a sal ae Thea pe dav said h lid t eX t the Secret vy of the currency, y 5 r, | do not doubt that it will be 
vy 1 < rea fs c Y ‘ y Tre rv would u t power, it \ it W taken in yim t of debts without much com- 
I “a0 ) providing tor the pure Nase ol not intend lhe ge it, at to any ex- pnlaint It cal , if in no other way, be rot out of® 
5" tent. If that the , then I for one will not the ‘Treasury by paying some class of peculiarly 
aed GOLD BILL—AGAIN. vote togiveittohim. At this time, when it ne- m toriou reditors, and no doubt there are such, 
HI BEARD, of Conne ticut. Inasmuch, Ces for ust rrant extraordinary powers to = rey m from Ma husett 7 Vir. Dour- 
e “Speaker, as | am now called upon tocast my | the dead of the Gov nt— ne WELL,| Who mmenament w adopted by u 
’' OF against the measure under considera- Mr. ALLEY. l[ask the gentleman from Pen House, propo to anticipate the payment of the 
. ic indulgence of the House ina word || sylvania to vir Uli Iw inf that 


» meet i i shall sive. Mr. ALLEY. Allow me to ex] lain. ] think authorizes the Secre lary of the Trea jury to do 
“ for the original bill as reported to the || the gentleman has misunderstood me. 1 did not || that without a rebate of interest. I voted against 


pment t * ion of the reasons which will govern F Mr. BROOMALL Certainly. me ure until he « yup dit with another which 


‘e by the honorable chairman of the Com- || say unqualifiedly that the Secretary of the T'reas- || it then because I thought it unwise to pay debts 


Ls 











Wave 


Saag 


od 
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N y A powe I will vote upe 
( i way l ) 

x ice ele 
1. £ ; ‘J hould arise agai d | 
y eo! intorlunate as to rep- 

j i ( I K ! 
Ww y vv I ‘ i wel is ked LO De 
And, ; tot ' , e Secretary of the Treasury fs 
ment fix e of | to the natior ‘What is it? I have 
rar ‘ ’ 1 it i I f] I it looks like and 


Why, it IS 


repudiation; 


y y l I 

f xed y I y W ‘ els M V I uy up my own secu- 
do \ I} \ \ ( ! I ( for XY ct iid say [have 
I I re i addal forty cents sr It is 
] ) ‘ y y I ‘ we Ww a i j le! no k Wil how ong this 
t} ' of 1 ther ‘ tly S , W net yitinue, thouch | hope not long, 

f ( I tom | \ { i \ it Wil gt run ial Lo Vii Link yin’ 
} I it j | t e if uid continue, and 
| | nt { \ m rtul te tu oft events our 
I f trad fix t | downin price until it will 
I . Ke co t ) worth | larin gold, 
I rom A ly S I tary of the Tre ury 
ul buy them at the market 
I I taken adv { t t ne the Administration that per- 
l y here, t tif | uid ! ted it est? Y« re king that the Sec- 
wy i { | y re y of Ire isury shail { empowered to do 
\ ! a ly 1 || what individual could not do without being 
f my | I ick | adisl tman. You say probably that 
I | t { W the t mor harm for the Government of the 
Wi il le ul \ VY 45 i ¥ ! | l \ t Lo uy the it r i fe i cit I it fl dis- 
to l \ ae { ni viaual to do it; butremem- 
S n lity al fromu i tenders are the promises to pay 
{ i I And (ay ! » ) a man should put 
| 1d her mentoft iu promi 3 to pay out in ich profusion that 
{ f fluctuat to \ | not bring their face in the market, and 
I | vo into the market vy his agents 
\ . \ nm the market value, would you call 
| not Vv N | ! } wane | would iy that he repu- 

etary ot ted that part of his debt which was over the 

| | f ! c a promises to} Ly, and the com- 
I i> for »,and lam not ire mo} e of mankind would bear me out in the 

‘ ' the w j l ! ’ 

! I ! [ ! > y Mr. S ker, to con sud ,» in ismuch as I be- 
4 iry, tif yi N e dk y eve th ver to be unnecessary, ineffectual for 
n vd t ce rt Vv hia ) vhich it is asked, and dangerous 

i Lc me Presid tot t to be conterred upon any one, with the exception 
United S {ing i | lt k h of Mr. Chase individually, certainly dangerous to 
the t 1 t e, and Iw t be conferred upon those who surround him, be- 

f ye | lievit vat measure will lead to repudiation 
e y of I’ ry and that it is in fact repudiation, I am unwilling 
ru n " t y us,and I shall therefore vote against 
He | inded by indred f clerk lin th mendment of the Senate. 
ferior offi M l ‘ v, and in \y m Mr. MORRIS, of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
] x \ m el ) not rise for the purpose of discussing the mer- 
{ | \ They v era f I rise merely for the purpose of 
ol I > l VV De K WW those defir ¢ my position in a very few words. I will 
i few y land that he tends t remark thatin allmy observation of men I have 
ex , wh ver | ntends t X- ver yet met with any one man who understood 
‘ \ t met \ tt lerk w cle! d all branches. of business. Men de- 
lays bet he li} vy r attention to different occupations and 
i ’ if Lintor { {ferent branches of business. One man be- 
f 1 New York,t comes an expert in this direction and another in 
t ( l y not theeted t O man devotes himself to the practice of 
( ’ any, after three day Is not that w, another to medicine; theiropinionsare sought 
t \ Befor Vi \ , and in matters relating to their professions, 
| ud want ey are } y esteemed. So itis in this body— 
or ie me n their habits and pursuits are com- 


matters. 
rs and Means are se- 





we | inecay le e1 of cted with a view to their capacity in financial 
\ h 1 tell somebody of | in- || measures. So, too, with the Committee on the 
tent who would t the sulators of it. Judiciary. They are chosen by reason of their 

A i e may be ach in the Adminis- ||} supposed legal attainments. And so itis with all 
trat 1] l like toask how many tle- ymmittees of this House. Again, as we rise 
! of the House would vy for e Gov 


ernment, the Cabinet is formed upon 
thi ire if they were sure that Father Abra- || this same principle. We have a Secretary of State 


ham we ir next P of {a Secre®iry of the ‘Treasury who have been 

the U S ed with a view to their fitness for those po- 

was? lar rn P ons 

det it | , how many gentlemen An individual seeking to understand the finan- 

side of lou vould vote t ve t al essit our Government would hardly 
t y lreasury, for : » tothe Commissioner of Agriculture for his in- 


pefo. » the Demoei dynasty wentout? I[ an formation; a erson wishing to post himselfupon 
ia ss } 
glad to country would 


e gentlen mn the other f the |] t wricultural operations of the 
H ; 7 . vT oC ry 
riouse voting lh Ways t th que ion It narals he Secretary of State, The person 


IS an argume! nst total d vity, that ev seek 1 information would naturally apply 
Democrats vote right son mes, and ne of ficers of the Government who have 
them vote right when they divide in votir lam voted themselves to the subject in question. 
happy to : t Taking this view of the subject, I apply it to this 

I say if a change in the Administration should || question also. I do not profess to understand 
take place, and some one whose name is familiar || everything relative to the finances of the country, 
to gentlemen on this side of the House should oc- |} and hence I am inclined to defer to the committee 


@ 
cupy the Secretary’s place, would they intrust |! which has that subject specially in charge; they 
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| Treasury and the depreciation of our cur! 





were selected witha special view to 

‘ g s ects | W Aid 
aiow that comn ee to Override my 
ment wher convinced 


any Ziv case, and believed the con 
rror, | W dd 
1 was) m f fully informed 
t | i ‘ t 
ject in hand, and no great pri W 
i 


sacrificed. 

To carry this idea still further, the S 
the Treasury has shown himselfto be a 
petent officer. 1 have not heard any y 
speak upon this floor who has not euli 
skill and ability. Hehas wona reputat 


if not superior to that of any man now y : 
known in past history, for astuteness ay 
in conducting the financial affairs of tl Gov 

ment. I deter, thers fore, 1n a creat n y 
his judgmentin relation to these matter 
that in times past his policy h been d . 
by some men professing gre itskill, butex ys 
has shown, in the practical working of the G ; 
ment, that the policy so condemned I 

a mistaken one. ‘The present financial ¢ . 


the best eulogy t 


of the Government 1s ly 
Itcha ley TPS ay 


be accorded to his policy. 

Mr. WILSON. I would like to ask : 
tleman from New York whethe rhe | 
surance that the Secretary of the Trea vd 
the passage of this bill, or approves this 

Mr. MORRIS, of New York. I wi 
the gentleman. I have listened this n 
the reading of a letter from the Secretary of 
Treasury in this House. Besides, | } e} 
the Secretary is in favor of this bi ; 
} 1 know that he does 1 
will be a panacea, that it will reach ey 
and difficulty that may arise; but he reg 
a measure which will aid him in carryin I 
the purposes of the Government.. It wi 
as acheck upon gold-jobbers, and pro 
interests of the Treasury in numerous y 

Some of the opponents of this mea 
to it because other legislation has n 
because other provisions in relation tof 
change are not embraced in this res 
wish to go to my room I must take on 
advance of the other; and shall I object 
because I cannot take fifty steps at onc | 
isthe foundation measure, the first step. | 
take this step, and others will follow. Thess 
retary is in favor of it. His great judg 
proves of it. His skill in finance comm 
consideration. But he does not attempt 
erly or in any way to influence this H 
by no means is a cherished object of 
due to him and to this House that wes 
his views on the subject. With his 
ence and vast responsibility in the pren 
mit he should be consulted. I believ 
should aid the Secretary and should de 
opinions. On him rests the responsibility 
ing money and sustaining the credit of the 
try; hence Congress should counsel and 
ate with,hjm in matters obviously im} 

I have occasion to believe, Mr. Sp: 
I have the highest authority for the | {— 
the Executive approves of this measur 
intimately connected with the Secretary, 
same hich claim to consideration, has t 
responsibility resting upon him; and uy 
common with other branches of this Gove 
devolves the duty of shielding and prote 


its passage. 


But I arose merely to say that unless I 
itive knowledge of the subject, unless I 
to be superior to those who have devot 
lives to the subject in question, ar 
whom the responsibility rests, | would, 
absence of infallibility on my side, mo 
fer somewhat to those who have the! 
ity, and whose experience fits 
eminently of the necessities and the w 
Government. I shall, therefore, s 
amendment as it came from the Se! 

Mr. DENISON. Mr. Spe 
against the proposition to allow the + 
the Treasury to sell gold, and it is proj 
should five a single reason for such V , a 

The distinguished gentleman from Mas ; aN 
setts, [Mr. Atey,] in discussing this 
yesterday, madea very eloquent spee¢ 
pened to be upon the subject of taxation, ©! 
about selling gold. I have no fault to 


them & 


h, but 








l S64. 


He did incident- 


rks ‘upon that subje ot. 


; oo Z le to the propriety of selling gold, and 
. calculation of the profit and loss and in- 
int, and he made his statement of profits 

mm int, and if he is amerchant he should 


nber that a merchant who buys his own 
nor in the market at sixty cents to the dollar is 
; an insolvent ora dishonest man, and you 
t expect that the same penalty will be applied 

same conduct to our Government. | there- 
ny your right to make the proposed use of 
id said to be in the Treasury. If you do 
, will see the conseque snces hereafter in your 
ned credit. The gentleman from New York 
who has just taken his seat {Mr.Griswo tp] has 
ry confidence thatallthe securities of the Gov- 
ment will be paid. Does he forget that he is 
aring togive the lie tothatproposition? His 
yote for this bill would be a declaration that he 
woul d pay sixty cents on the dollar instead of one 


ars for which we have not paid a farthing, and 
s upon the moment he expresses his confidence 
x) the final payment of all our indebtedness. It 


| 
ae ely aye ar since the Secretary of the Treas- | 


ury Sie United States was purposing to buy 
ld asked for the power to do so, and it was 
rranted to him. He now asks for permission to 
. gold, and you propose to grant the power. 
Gentlemen say they have confidence in the Sec- 
ry of the Treasury. So havel. The only 
that | have ever heard against him is the 
at he easks this House to invest him*with this 


xtraordinary power. If there were nothing else 
this « , | would vote against this bill because 
at fice er cacti it. Suppose he should differ with 
President of the United States in policy? Sup- 


should conclude to be a candidate forthe 
Presidency; how easily could he by the manage- 


mentof that vast fund indemnify his party friends | 
for the expense of hiscampaign, and the world be | 
none the wiser for it? 

lt is said that Cesar thrice denied a kingly 


wn; our Secretary refused it once in his letter 


¢ to be a candidate for the Presidene ry the 
y, but repenting his extreme modesty he | 


s his written request to this House to grant 
1 this monstrous power. And what is the 
wer which he asks if it be not a kingly power? 


itis that he may have absolute control of the en- 
nanees of this nation. His intentions are 

} 5 lad 3 ar = r . om » 
rouded in darkness. You, or rather he, 
has refused the provision which required him to 


five days’ notice of his intention to sell, so 
noman,except he may be aconfidential friend, 
know the day or hour in which he may dis- 
himself and his gold for sale. With this 
wer he can control our President, the Cabinet— 


ess and estates of twenty million people 
athismerey. No man should be invested 

with such powers unless he is a great deal more 

ora great deal less than ordinary human beings. 


Can cluzer 


It belongs to my constientsas muchas 
the constituents of any man. We have an in- 
terest in its good name. 
the Treasury of the United States into a 


Ker’s s hop, so thatif you put a signupon the | 
Treasury De partment it would have to be, ** Un- | 


irrent funds bought and sold at this Depart- 
and the funds in which we traffic are our 


thises to pay money to our citizens which they | 


iave loaned to the Government upon the faith of 
sitive law; and the om we injure the credit 
our paper the more sccessful will be what gen- 


' 


MS proposition is in violation of the faith of 
ie Government »not only as implied in the issuing 
our paper money, but in the provisions of the 
f Congress of 1862 , by which these very funds 
set apartand pledged to pay, first, the inter- 
on our public debt; and secondly, to pay an- 
7 one te nth of our indebtedness, so that these 
— 8 do not belong to you to speculate with or 
'Spose of in any way, but belong toand we holt 
‘trust for ourcreditors; and if we are honest 
“ey will not be disappointed in the trust. 
_+*oW, sir, in the name of the Democratic party 
G the Aeestee people I protest against our 
iment being reduced to that disgrace. I 


were 


it 


them iy 


Gover; 


Protest 


_ THE CONGRESSION 


} ed cents, and that by his vote he proposes to | 
nut back into the Treasury over six million dol- | 
pl 

} 


, he can command our armies, and the entire | 


Speaker, | have some pride as an Ameri- | 
This Government is my Govern- | 


Now, you propose to | 


en on this floor call a “ financial operation.”’ 


“gainst your making a broker’s office of // 


the Treas sury of the United States; although if that 
d 
uit 


ie tache Genet ruld rat 


would her the dealings would be 
In uncurt ti 1ds than in some other things that 
brokers rie rie deal in; butin G \d’s name let 
us protect the 1 from this « hur ition, 
from this pr itiol ne of t rreat Depar 
ments of e Government. What is the pro] 
osition th i for us to sanction? If 
we take from this debate the large words about 
funded debt, and English exchequer bills, and in- 
vestments, and securities, and put the matter in 


plain words, it isan offer to compromise with the 
creditors of this Government by paying sixty 


cents on the dollar of ourindebtedness. And it 


is a peculiar fact that at this day the southern 
confedera ‘Vv 18 dow g the same thin , They are 
now funding their debt by giving promises to pay 


$200 for each of their old promises to pay $300. 


The only difference betwegn that and this is that 


you propose to give them actually sixty cents, 
while they merely pay old promises by new prom- 
ises. But the prine iple of your financial scheme 


is the same as that upon which they are acting, 
differing in degree, not in kind. Itis bringing 
down the credit of this nation for the 
embarrassing the gold brokers. 

I had supposed that the broker 
late as well and make as much money when the 
price of gold should rise from 110 to 120 as when 
it goes up from 160 to 170, and that he would risk 
one third less capital in the transaction. The 


pur pose ot 


could specu- 






trouble with which we have to deal is the depre- 
ciation of our money, and not in the rise of gold. 
Gold is of no more value now than years ago; but 


our currency is worth less. It is the legal-tender 
notes and the securities with which gold is pur- 


chased that changes, but not the gold. And this 


effort to control the price of gold is the old one of 


controlling the value of comm: 
has been often tr 


is just as 


dities by law, which 
ied, but has as ofte n failed. It 
he tides of the 
ocean by act of Congress; it is an impossibility. 
Sir,it would be better to sink the gold now in the 
Treasury in the ocean or give it away, ifit must be 
taken from the Treasury and the control of the 
Government, than to make money out of the 
broken promises and violated faith of this nation. 
I protest against it, and I shall continue to vot 
against it whenever | have an opportunity upon 
this floor. But why not leave this money in the 
Treasury? We have an expensive and an ex- 
hausting war upon our hands; no man can fore- 
tell the future nec this nation; itmay be 
necessary to have that which the world calls money 
in the future progress of this war. If we haveany 
more mone y In th ‘I reasury than is necess ry to 
pay interest—which I very much doubt—I think 
we had better keep it there. 


sensible as to eontrol tl 


essities of 


The gentleman from Pennsylvania, my col- 
league, says this isrepudiation. Well, sir, repu- 
diation is what we have charged upon the South. 
When this war broke out | expected in the long 


future that we should see in the dark clouds that 
hung over this land some one darker than the 


rest, and that it would come in the shape 


we should be called upon to suffer would be that 
of repudiatic mn 5 but I never believed it would conic 
at thisearly day, and be proclaimed by gentlemen 
distinguished for their prof ssions of loy: alty on 
this floor. Inaugurate the system whic h this bill 
proposes, and your public credit is gone. What 
Is it, sir, that gives your paper money any value 
to-day? It is confidence American people, 
in their honesty, and in their ability to pay. But 
when we have once proclaimed to the world that 
we will pay only sixty cents when we have agreed 
to pay one dollar, we 
honest, and tn either case we are” unworthy of 
further credit. 

Well, sir, is 


sage of this 


inthe 


there any necessity for the pas- 
If it were nece ssary th it t] S 
people at this time should repudiate their debts 
gentlemen upon the other side would know it; 
and it has been twice repeated by a member on 
that side of the House that the Treasury was on 
the eve of insolvency and bankruptcy. ~ Tf that 
were so the American Congress is the last source 
from which that fact should be published to the 
world. The publication of that fact alone is only 
necessary to put gold up to two orthree hundred 
per cent., and to start us in a caree r of financial 
failure and national shame. And ifit be neces- 
sary to resort to this means to gather up your de- 


bill ? 
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experience. | 


of re- 
| pudiation; that the greatest of all the humiliations 


Mthe entire debt of the U 


are insolvent or we are dis- 
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preciated paper I have found that the first offer of 


an insolvent creditor is cenerally his best offer; 


and if you pass this bill very probable that 
the creditor who get SIXty ¢ nts m y be themost 
fortunate of our many creditors: but Ll ho this 
bill will not pass, and that we may reéstablish 

id ma ntain the good name of this nation before 


sh becrrypests specially b 
who have loaned us their money. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGI 1 am quite aware, Mr 
Speaker, that the House ts already fati 
the discussion of this bill. 


fore Our OWn citizens, 


rit ad with 
Butinasmuch as it is 
a bill of great consequence to the country, and 
one upon which every member who thinks has 
an opinion of his own, it may not be entirely out 
of place for me to urge the views which { enter- 
tain, though making but little claim to financial 
shall only present those views 
whichcommend themselves to my common sense, 
unbiased by any pet financial theori 7 unin 
fluenced by any sympathies wit! 1 the speculators 
who fatten upon our country’s distresses. 

The Committee of W: ys sand Means, to whose 
especial charge is committed the f ial inter 
ests of the country, after mature and careful de 
liberation, originally reported to the House the 
proposition as it is now sent back to us from the 
Senate, and it has, as it now stands, the approval 
of the Secretary of the Tri sury. And, ir, When 
I find that the proposition submitted by that com 
mittee coincides with my own judgment, however 


finan: 


unskilled it may be, | shall of course give it my 
hearty support. 

The arguments against this bill were fairly and 
perhaps fully embodied in the remarks shenit a0 


by the distinguished gentleman from Massachu 


setts {[Mr. Bourwexti] on yesterday. I always 
listen to that gentleman with pleasure. Hits earn 
his manly integrity, | arness of per- 
ception, his force of illustration, always give ad 
ditional power to the views he pre But, sir, 
it did seem to me yesterday that the argument he 
used was rather specious than sound. 
The first proposition that the gentleman laid 
this bill 


estness, lis cle 


sents, 


down was that should not pass becau 


it would be dangerous to the Gove 

draw and dispose of any portion of the surplus 
“me from the Treasury. Sir, we hav 
head of the Treasury a man who has had imposed 
upon him by the ns ation a herculean task, and who 
has borne the burden with great credit to himsell 
and with beneficial results to the country. Tl 
is in favor of this scheme, and believes it to be 


rnment to with 


perfectly safe to withdraw certain portions of thi 
surplus gold from the Treasury and dispose of it 
inthe market. [accept the judgment of the Secye 
tary upon this point. 

It is further insisted that the Governmentis un 
der a moral obligation not to part with this gold, 
because the law of 1862 says that the interest 


upon the pubhie debtshall be paid it) gold, nd that 
one a cent. of the pub lic debt shall be ‘aid or 
provided for yearly ingold. Such is not the law 

It is not the intendment of the act of 1862 that 
the gold shall be reserved to buy one per cent. of 
nited States at par; but 
that a sufficient amount of the money receive d for 
duties shall be retained liquidate that debt to” 
the amount of one per cent. a year. In other 
words, it is establishing a sinking fund whereby a 


certain portion of the debt shall be paid or re- 
tired. Alllaws must havea practice construc- 
tion. When a law is passed prescribing a duty 
it carries with it the power to discharge that duty, 
and that power is to be exercised in a rational! 
way. In what condition would we be if we re- 


tained the surplus gold 
rentlemen contend we 
sinking fund would we create? 
laughmg-stock of financiers; 


in the Treasury, as the 
ought? What sort of a 
We would be the 
for we should be con- 
stantly accumulating gold in the Treasury whic 
the Government does not need and the business 
of the country demands, and thus by withdraw 
ing the supply which the demand calls for we are 
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and Navy. Now, sir, how can the law providing 


for the retiring of one per cent. of the public 
debt annually be practic ally carried out? Togive 
practical ope ration to the law the Secre ry of the 
Treasury must go into the market and purchase 
greenbacks with gold. Thatis called repuiiation. 
{t is not repudiation nor in anywise akin to it 
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go j x d by the etter ‘ 
law, | y I » ven it wt ] ( 
| Ver, to Ay itl y of e country al 
a jess value Government } 1 itse ) 
pay If tl Crovernment has the ultimate ¢ ity 
to redeem its issues in gold, | do not desire that 
it shall purchase them ata rate of depre¢ uo! 

Our irrency has been ued for a valu 

considet Phe Government may ve b 

and ha ’ nat if wre I y defrauded; it 
still with our ry yw ive raised and sy 
ported our armies, we have eq ed and m - 
tained ! N ivy A l i rre y we puren ed 
the f ' hed at Donel n, 
it ¢ ' very it fi 1 dul 
th Ou ( rsint field, 
their w ind ( dren, the widows and the 
m ne ( Ww ) el ( or may yet fall 
mn var for { nd the law, | i the 
promises of Gro ment to pay, and if we 


» do so, even by resort to In- 
ere d tax Iw 1 re e to see every dol- 
iar of tindebv redeemed in gold ; 

if we e true to ourselves there is no reason 
why MUN Uy ild be impoverished or bank- 
rupt We must submit to present sacrifices, we 
must I rous taxation. But we have 
resout Ss W hare inexhaust e, and With tne 
appliance of the labor to bring it forth, we have 
gti touched ‘ western soil enough of gold 
alone to ext h our entire indebtedness in a 

i a eration, 

W hen gentlemen therefore propose, as I solemn- 
ly | lev Vik i apu ‘iaw, to go into 
the market and buy up our depreciated paper with 
the lle | to other es, | cannot perceive 
either the wisdom or justice of the proposition. 
Il cannot sistentiy with myc mvictions ofduty, 
I cannot in view of that expediency which em- 
brac not only the present but the futute of our 

u y, its credit, its character, its good faith, 
consent that the power proposed shall be con- 
ferred, though it may never be exercised, as it is 
nit ( that tmay otbe, If le power! riven 
beca it will not be exercised, it must be useless 
to confer it; if to be exercised, it will be detri- 
men 

Credit is s¢ tive and mercurial; suspicion, 
even, blights it, anditis safeonly when it is above 
SUSpi ». Let Government by its enactments 
only exh ! to permit a wrot r. jet 
l act l ive ¢ r to the conception that itmay 
violate its plighted faith, and our credit is affected 
and confidence in our int rrity impaired, It is 
possible, though Ido not fearit, that we may sink 
in bankruptcy; that we may be reduced to the un- 
fortunate condition of affairs which was exhib- 
ited after the close of the Revolution; we may b¢ 
una to pay our debts; but we may, atleast, be 


honest, by observing our faith so long as the means 


of da ritar tus l believe in DelIng honest 
ind just, and | trust that our legi tion will evince 
that the "Government intends to be so 
Mr. PRICE. Ihave but a word to sav; and 
though this matters one of immenst imy ort ince, 
fy t with greater consequences than any 
wie vhich has been before this House for 
many days,if [had not heard expressions which 
utterly astonished me by ge ntlomen who | sup- 


po ed had anopportut 


ity to know better, I should 


not have troubled the House with a word upon 


the subiect. 

| have no fears of any undue exercise of power 
by the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, and | will not 
take up the time of the House in talking about his 
powers. I have no fear of hisabusing any power 
which may be placed his hands. It will be 


time enough to argue tiat question when we ar- 


rive at such a point lt is outside of the question 
before the House atthistime. ‘Th simple ques- 
uon 1s, shall the Government sell the goldit now 


has in the ‘l'reasury, which has been received for 
duties, or shall we keep it on hand? When the 
$500,000,000 loan was thrown before the country 
every financial man knew the Government 
would be able to pay the interest on those bonds 
incoin, The coin in Treasury was reserved 
for that specific purpose, and when we went be- 


1,000 of the 


that 


fore the peopi with SoU0U0 UU Db ynds of 


the crows rnment, the 
asked, ‘ 


question was everywhere 
Will the Government pay the interest on 


these bale in coin?’’ The answer everywhere 


THE 


CONGRES 


; thatit would. | these $500,000,000 of bonds 
were taken f » other reason in the world than 
} vas believed that the Government 
W ] y the terest i1n coin, Wet may go into 
the market to-morrow with $200,000,000 more of 
the bonds of the Government, and we can only 
' to | them on the ground that the interest 
W be paid in coin. 

But let the impression go abroad to the country 
hat instead of holding the coin for the purpose of 
\ the interest on our bonds, we would au- 


’ 
Treasury to sell it, 
Why, every 


to invest in Government se- 


ze the Secretary of the 
what would be the consequence f 
3 money 
curities will say, **1 am not entirely certain that 
i hence 
But let the cap- 
talists know—and when I speak of capitalists I 


rpapes may have only fifty dol- 


‘ . E ’ ' ’ 99, 
nis coin will be held for is purpose, an 


stment. 


irs in their pockets and are willing to contrib- 
ute it to the st wrt of the Government—let these 
men know that it is the intention of the Congress 
of the United States that the coin now in the 
Treasury shall be kent honestly for the purpose 
if meeti y the interest upon those $200 000,000 
of bonds, and the loan will be as readily taken as 
any other ever put upon the market, 

Sir, we are doing business upon credit, we are 
uryit yn this waroncredit. No friend of the 
Sena | can deny that, and no man dare deny 
that the only foundation of that credit is the gold 
1 th lreasury. ‘Take away that foundation 
and what becomes of the whole structure? Upon 


i question of this sort it is not worth while to talk 

Here is the naked, common- 
fr us in the face, that the mo- 
cold in the Treasury you create 
on abroad that you will not pay the 


out ie issu¢ 

fact starin 
ment you sei the 
Lhe Im pressi 


nterest upon these bonds in coin, and when that 
Impression Is cre ited you cannot Zell your bonds 
at all I do not believe that as honest men we 


g because we have 
ney than we want to meetour honest 
s; and when Il say money I mean gold. 


have any right to se ll this gold, 
no more tm 


obligatior 


It has been said this will stop importation. Let 
it stop to some extent. ey Sir, to-day the 
streets of this city are swept by the finest fabrics 


of the 
us buy no 


iooms Of this cor intry und of Europe. Let 
foreign importations. During 
he last six months our importations have been 
going up, up, up, while our exports have been 
roing down, down, down all the time. 

Let us come down to a common-sense position 
his matter. I might answer that cotton-spec- 
gument used a few minutes ago by the 
from Vermont, [Mr. WoopsripGe.] 
There is nothing in it. A Chinaman, an East 
Indian, an Egyptian, or the native of some other 
country comes into New York with fifty thousand 
bales of cotton, and is roing to regulate the price 
of cotton. ‘That may do very well if he does not 
oweany debts,but ifhe owesa debt of $50,000,000, 
payable in cotton, he had better apply the cotton 
to that purpose. That is whataman ought todo 
with his property, and what a nation ought todo 
with its property. The paymentof honest debts 
is the best use an individual ora nation can make | 
of money. Yes, sir, best for time and best for || 
eter! us 

Mr.J.C.ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I do not pro- 
to occupy the attention “of the House more 
than a few minutes, nor do | suppose that any- 
thing I can say will affect the views ofa single 
fthe House. But, inasmuch as this is 
a question which is supposed to affect vitally the 
finances of the country and the credit of the Gov- 
ernment, | have sought this opportunity of ex- 
pressing very briefly my views in regard to it. 


more 


ulation al 


nlieman 


pose 


memover o 


1 have not heretofore participated in the discus- 
sion. Ali that I propose to do now is to assign, 
very briefly, two or three reasons why I shall 


the Senate bill. 


oppose It ought to be the earnest 
purpose, not only of every member on this floor, 
but of every man having a voice in the manage- 
ment of public affairs, to sustain, as far as he 
may have it in his power, by his voice and his || 
vote, the credit and the integrity of the Govern- | 
ment. And while the passage or the defeat of 
this Senate bill will not, in my judgment, have 
any great effect on the credit of the Government, 
yet it will have, in my judgment, some influence 
on it, 

| have listened attentively to the arguments in 
favor of thismeasure. They are, in short, these: 
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‘the House 
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ood or for ill; and he therefore 
to vote with them on this question. 
that buta few daysago anim 
question, an exciting question, 
this House, and on it that 
fered all the way through with the C 
Ways and Means. 
tax distilled spirits on hand. 
render his opinion. 
opinion of t! 
considerable 
yet he avows 
mittee on this subject. 
yi ld my opinions e ither r to the Secri 
Treasury orto the Committee of Waysa 
on this question, however much resp 
have for the one or the other. 

Mr. Beene to maintain the credit of 
| ernment seems 
in all our legislation. 
In my judgment it is only to be done by 
ing the country that the Government is 
liabilities—that whe 

Government has it in its power to 
part of its indebtedness it will 
$40,000,000 or twice $40,000,000 of 
Treasury might go but a 
liquidation of our debt, yet its applicati 
| direction would tend to that extent to res 
| to keep up that confidence so necessary 
tenance of the credit of the = nt. 

In dealing with these que stions, 
that no safer rule can be adopted i 
them than that which is adopte dyand whi 
to be adopted, by individuals in 
Suppose 7s indivi 
any particular branch of business has o 
incur a heavy indebtedness, and desin s to! 
up his credit, desires to retain th 
community in which he is transact 
ness, how is he to do it? Sir, he canonly# 
plish that object by promptly paying 
ies as they mature,and by holding hims 
times in that position which will most 
enable him to discharge his liabilities as t! 
But suppose, instead of husbat 
means with that end in view, he diverts his 
to some other purpose than that of pay! 
debts as it becomes due. 
sper sulation and 


1] opinions. 


in regard 


Committee 
have the abilit 


member, sir, 


I allude to the pro 


He would not 

1e Committee of W aysand M 
importance on 
his readiness to ” ld t 


"aw is that 


ined to pay all its 


short w ay 
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transactions, 


terest upon his 
| for instance, he engages in 
no provision to pay his creditors the 
that mature from time to time, will he 
maintain his credit in that community 4s 
reliable business man? 
| dence in him will be destroyed, or it will be 
if not entirely destroyed; and so it 
Government, if, instead of appropriati 
in the Treasury as it accumulates to the he 0 
| gitimate object of liquidating the public « 
ticipating, if need be, the payment of inter 
it, we send the Secretary of the Treasury ‘ 
the streets and compel him to become a stoc! 
\| ber and gambler in currency. 


No, sir; pud 


Is thata proceed 
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t will inspire confidence in the credit of the 
nt, and in its ability to meet its liabili- 


os Sir, | tell you it is a dangerous experi- 
cay the most of it, and as such I am 
sed to this proposition. re 

But it is said that if we pass this bill the price 
old will decline, or, in other words, thatit will 

; ‘vea tendency to increase the value of the Gov- 
ernment paper in circulation, Sir, it 18s a Strange 
wrcument. Certainly those who assume that po- 
on have not looked into the question and cal- 


ed its results. **We have gold in the Treas- 
ry, say they, ‘*we have a surplus there, more 
han is necessary at this particular time to meet 
‘abilities of the Government, and we must 
lit, we must dispose of it. We must take 
out of the Treasury and place it beyond the 
trolof the Government in order to keep up the 
redit of the Government.’? What an argument! 
it resolves itself into this, that the promises of 
Government are worth more when we have 


worth when we have something to redeem them 
with. Thatisthe argument. Itis nothing more 
Let me ask this House what there is that will 


x to redeem them.with than they will be | 


no distant day; because it must necessarily de- 
stroy the confidence of the pubhe in the ability 
and inten Government to redeem its 
paper. 

Again, to take the funds in the Treasury which 
morally and in equity be iong to the creditors of 
the Government, and go into the public market of 
the country and engage in buying up the Jiabili- 
ties of the Government at a discount, would be 
dishonorable to the Governmentand to those who 
are administering it at the present time—yusé as 
dishonorable as it would be for an individual en- 
gaged in any business transaction to send his 
agent into the community to buy un his promises 
to pay atadiscount. ‘The mere fact that this agent 
operates on the part of the Government, and not 
on the part of an individual, does not change the 
moral aspects of the question. In addition to this 
violation of the plighted faith to those who hold 


in f sha 
tion Of the 


| the indebtedness of the Government, who hold 


e more likely to keep up the credit of the Gov- | 


nt,and give confidence in it, than a knowl- 
edve that it has on hand, at all times, something 
with which to pay its liabilities? There is noth- 
ing, therefore, in that argument. 5 
But again, itis said that the price of gold is 
rh, and that as the price of it increases so the 
er promises to pay which the Government have 
in circulation will depreciate in value. Well, sir, 
is | before remarked, if you would prevent the pa- 
per promises to pay of the Government from de- 
creasing in value theonly sure means by which you 
can accomplish that object is to satisfy those who 
| them and those who have held them here- 
tofore that the Government has it in its power at 
any moment to pay at least a portion of them, and 
titis determined in any event to devote all 
the means within its reach to the payment of its 
indebtedness from time to time as it may become 
But if we adopt the principle embodied in this 
bill, what do wedo? So far fromapplying what- 
ver we may have in the Treasury as it ought to 
applied, to the publie debt, we take it out of 
the Treasury and place itin the hands of the Treas- 
urer to dispose of at his will and pleasure. We 


nine 


place it out of our power to apply it to satisfying | 


the claims of our creditors as they may fall due. 


I'he whole question then, view it as we may, | 


resolves itself into this: this House has a scheme 
neocted somewhere, I know not where, by 
ody, | know not who nordo | care, to spec- 
-in the gold of the Treasury of the United 


State 


abilities, But it is said that to throw this thirty 
will have a tendency to reduce the price of gold. 
lam willing to admit that that would be its im- 
mediate effect. 


The price of gold, like that of any other com- 


es, and to speculate without reference to the | 
reditofthe Government, or its abilities to meetits | 


t forty or fifty millions of gold on the market | 


our promises to pay, who hold our legal tender, it 
is to thatextentagain calculated to destroy thecon- 
fidence of the people in the Government itself. 
But, sir, it is said that thisaccumulation of gold 
in the Treasury is becomingan evil, and that some 
provision ought to be made by which it should be 
thrown into the general circulation. Well, admit 


| that, and yet it does not furnish any argument 





‘ity, isregulated by demandand supply. That | 
principle, [ presume, will not be controverted. If || 


you throw forty millions ofsurplus gold upon the 
irket 
id, of course, diminish the price. 


th 


I believe that 
Nave & tendency to reduce the price of gold, and 
Whule it would have that tendency, its tendency 
would also be to shake the confidence 
: and the creditors of the Government in the 
Souity as well as the disposition of the Govern- 
Hent to apply whatever ithad on hand to the pay- 
Hentof its debts, That,inmy judgment, would 
“ ‘he inevitable effect. It would be so in the 
‘inary business transactions of man with man, 


7 


‘he Government, 
_ Yotonly that, but whenever it is known in this 


“try, Or in any other, that the Government of | 


the UJ S i 

the Unite d States, instead of applying to the pay- 

ment of her de ) 

may have I 

m have in her Treasury, hag authorized one 

. ut public agents to go into the markets of the 
tntry and engage in 

eXter > cre of this G 

= - the credit of this Government is destroyed, 

a nstead of reducing the price of her paper cur- 
““¥ 1 would in the end increase it, and that at 


you inerease the supply to that extent, | 


® throwing of this gold upon the market would | 


{ > ° > . - 
“so it will be in reference to the business of | 


btina legitimate way whatever she | 


public speculation, to that | 


for this proposition of the Senate 
nish an argument, if it bi 


; but it does fur- 
necessary to get it out 


| of the Treasury, in favor of so directing it when 


it goes out thatit shall contribute to the confidence 


| of the country in the ability and honesty of the 


Government; that it shall go where in equity and 
natural justice it belongs. And I know of no bet- 
ter proposition to accomplish this end than the 
proposition of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
[Mr. Bourwe.u] giving the Secretary of the 


| ‘Treasury the power to anticipate the payment of 


interest which is not yet due, if he has a suffi- 
cient amountof gold to justify him in doing it. 
If he has more than is necessary to meet the in- 
terest already due, let him anticipate the interest 
which is not due; let him call in the coupons 
upon our indebtedness, and in that way satisfy 


our public creditors that they have eventually 


nothing to fear from the Government, so far as its 


| ability and its disposition to meet its liabilities are 


concerned. 

This bill is based upon the presumption that 
there is a demand for gold in the market, and that 
when it is ruling ata high price this gold m the 


| Treasury should be thrown into the circulation. 


Men who advocate that opinion oppose the prop- 
osition ofthe gentleman from Massachusetts upon 
the ground, they say, that those who hold our 
bonds will not present their coupons for payment 
before the li This is our answer 
to the argument they make in favor of the Senate 
proposition: if the demand for gold is so press- 
ing as to require the emitting from the Treasury 
of the United States all the gold it has on hand it 
is pressing enough to force the coupons of the 


terest matures. 


| Government to the Treasury for redemption, al- 


though they have not matured. If they are not 


| pressing enough to force these coupons In antici- 


pation of their maturity, then the demand for gold 
is not sufficient to require that itshould be thrown 
upon the market. ‘Their arguments will not hold 
together; their parallels cross each other. If the 
exigency requires the throwing this gold upon 
the market to supply the wants of the gold mar- 
ket, then, sir, we can put it upon the market 


| through the payment of the unmatured coupons, 


of the pub- | 


| 
1} 


' 


save our credit, show our disposition to do jus- 
tice and equity to those who have trusted the 
Government, and do nothing which will detract 
from the honor and credit of the Government. 
3ut, sir, | have said more upon this subject than 
I intended to say when I took the floor. I simply 
desired to state briefly the reasons why I should 
oppose the Senate amendment to the House bill. 


I have listened attentively to the arguments of 


gentlemen on the other side, but I have heard 
none yet that could be submitted to the scrutiny 
of truth and stand that I am, therefore, 
forced to believe that this is but ascheme to bring 
another competitor into the gold market, backed 
by whatever credit the Government may have, to 
compete with the bulls and bears upon the streets 
of New York. I cannot, sir, give my support to 
any such measure, and [ have sought this oppor- 
tunity of presenting the reasons which would 


test. 


| control my vote upon this question. 
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PENNSYLVANIA CONTESTED BLECTION. 
Mr. RANDALL, of Pennsylvania. 


a que stion of 


[ rise to 
L hold in mv hand acer- 


Privilieve, 


tain paper relating to the contested election from 
the third congressional district of the State of 


Pennsylvania, which L dk sire to have referred to 
the Committee of Elections, with the understand- 
ing that it shall go there for what it is worth, in 
the same manner as papers were referred to the 
same committee the other day in the case of Knox 
vs. Blair. 

The paper was referred to the Committee of 
Elections, and ordered to be printed. 


SALE OF SURPLUS GOLD-——AGAIN., 


Mr. STEVENS obtained the floor. 

Mr. HULBURD. Lask the gentleman to yield 
the floor one moment, that | may offer an amend- 
ment to the bill. 

Mr. STEVENS. Iwill yield to the gentle- 
man, but only for that purpose. 

Mr. COX. I would ask the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania whether he intends to press this bill 
to a vote this evening, 

Mr. STEVENS. Oh no, I sought the 
floor for the purpose of moving an adjournment; 
but L will yield to my friend to offer his amend- 
ment, 

Mr. HULBURD. 1 shall be compelled to be 
absent from the House to-morrow on business; 
but 1 wish tooffer an amendment to the bill, which 
I now send to the Clerk’s desk, and I may say 
that if that amendment were adopted, it would 
obviate my greatest objection to the bill, and l 
should vote for it if present. 

The amendment was read, and is as follows: 


sir. 


Add to the Senate amendment the following proviso: 


Provided, That the obligation to create a sinking fund, 


according to the act of February 7, 1962, shall not be im 
paired thereby. 
PENNSYLVANIA CONTESTED ELECTION——AGAIN. 


Mr. O’NEILL, of Pennsylvania. 


I desire to 


| ask my colleague [Mr. Ranpatu]| who introduced 


the paper just now, and had it referred to the 
Committee of Elections, whether the language 
used by him, that that paper should go there for 
what it was worth, means that it is not to be con- 
sidered as referred as testimony ? 


Mr. STEVENS. 


| understand that it is re- 


| ferred for the consideration of the committee. 


Mr. RANDALL, of Pennsylvania. | 


pose. 


80 sUup- 
I presented it and had it referred with the 
concurrence of the chairman of the Committee of 
Elections, and also of the sitting member. I con- 
versed with both of those gentlemen on the sub- 
ject, and they agreed that it might go there for 
what it was worth,in the same manner as in the 
case of Knox vs. Blair. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO MEMBERS. 

Mr. COX. 1 desire to ask leave of absence for 

two of my colleagues, Mr. McKinney and Mr. 


| J. W. Wuire, from Thursday next, for two 


i 


weeks. 

There being no objection, leave of absence was 
granted. 
' Mr. STEVENS. Before moving an adjourn- 
ment, I wish to say to gentlemen I hope to have 
a vote upon this bill very early after it is taken 
up to-morrow. I think it has been very fully and 
very ably discussed. I move the House do now 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 
half past four o’clock p. m.) the House ad- 
journed, 


IN SENATE. 
Wepvespay, March 16, 1864. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Sunpertann. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. HARRIS presented a memorial of eighty- 
niffe members of the Legislature of New York, 
praying for an increase in the facilities for the 
transportation of mails, passengers, and freight 
between the cities of New York and Philadelphia; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs and the Militia. 

He also presented a petition of paymasters’ 
clerks, praying forincreased compensation; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
and the Militia. 

He also presented a petition of paymasters of 
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h has 


the Senat 


y to int rfi 
>. 
j 
T} 


. unre: ye Doe we . ‘ 
forward durin: 
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Mr. FESSENDEN. Thi 


than any other businessexcept thea 
bills. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. TheS tor f, M 
ilways has precedence with |} 

s, and [ am tdi pos ! to fix 
that will interfere with his ! 

Mr. SUMNER. Say the midd 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Ifitis n 
members of the Senate, | wi VW 
nextat or ec] ¢ 

Mr. POWELL. I merely wv 
there is a bill of ereat importance 1 
Senate which I] e will s 
pressed to a vote, and tha t 
officers and Idiers from interf 


I do not wish any order made 
sof that bill when it 


‘E PRESIDENT. TI! 


the motion of the Senator from IlIn 
none the further consideration of 
lution until Wednesday next, and mal 


cial order for one o’clock on tl 


The 

NORTUERN INDIAN SUPERINT 
Mr. WILKINSON. I move that the ‘ 
nostpone all prior orders and take up t 
No. 59) extending the limits of the n 
dian superintendency. 

The motion was agreed to; and the 8 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded 


motion was avi 


sider the bill, which proposes to exten 
ern sul erintendency over all the India 
Territory of Dakota. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, and 
to be engrossed for a third reading; a 
read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. HARLAN. I move to rec 


vote by which the bill (S. No. 59 


limits of the northern Indian su I 

was passed. I do not ask for : 

tion now, but desire to have it en 
The PRESIDING OFFI Mr. Cua 


ehais 


( 
til 


YER, 
chair.) The motion will | 
acted on hereafter. 


ENLISTMENTS IN THE SECEDED STA 


| Mr. WILSON. I move totakeupt 
R. No. 261) to provide for the v 
ment of any persons, residents of ¢ 
into the reciments of other State 
The motion was agreed to; and th 


read. 

Mr. SHERMAN. This is a very 
bill. I supposed the whole subject w 
by the bill we passed some time ago. lt 
bill will be postpaned until we ean hav 
tunity to examine it. It will invite con 
allthrouch the South betweenthe 
ites. l 
l suppos 1 the 


of the diferent St move to lay 


table for the present. 


matter had been disposed of by the Senate 
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' i ft ntry to any extent that we 
! ror y mak y 
y ! the grad ! 
nd er | I 
, . e¢ t thert n 
f t tt net roing out f e ¢ 
yu rte ‘ neir , ' « 
eak the ruage of the country to wv they 
ire sent, re f to depend u 
st ice y I K e time ter 
preter , aX 5s ’ t I , it fii 
| believe that very eral enefit rt it 
be derived in at er t of view I hav 
hor } the t f cou ry “\ 
by d I » tn { ’ 
if find men who are m tent, and ed 
ca it f I { ry toour I . 
‘ ; } ] eing iit } 
¥ ' 1 yt re oT y y 
‘ t may iy wer { 
‘ he Government itself nd that wl f 
\ \ d 1 tl es, and whi 
‘ t y | tiv f I } business t 
W l I t nm ¢ ul { d, ney wi Kein 
} I tu! m V , al | 
re t nd v Ly er service t n we 
na yetr 1 from any quartet 
’ ; t wn— l an ry t y 
{ out nsular 1 forefen servi 
have very much improved many \ ulars, 
t i ( ia ry MATLiCct riyis Vv y i i 
f ( ! ry fany t id- 
= t it we mal f 
nh I ! iat W do t ed ile 
our met i is for ¥v hw end em 
i (a m M [ tthe < mm f 
ft i y lly reas nd en- 
i ! with fore n? ns 
j extensive, and more 
im col |! and intimate every day 
] “ is dé 1—!1 do not mean th is 
rroW i ! : ' } abpsoiute nece ity 
of hav 1 ex i vit Why, sir, | 
W v ir ) y that we hav SAV more 
money consequence valu consular 
er ‘ I y ° | il | 1 Vy hur 
I nw lpay M x ! I 
our ¢ { ys 1] tim ver, m yi } 
the mation Ley ve ven to the Gover 
ment | } 1 w 1 has been it oved by 
i \ M t Gove I nt is 
ava Port t rmati t fur! l 
] ! { 1A 1 to t y I 
» this ect I simply give t reasons for 
i « iwhich I nfess toinrefer- 
’ >this particular pro I ve t 
{ m my nasked f thea tm t 
ol venty T i r cler} Ss, 1i myt 1 f mM 
I ni rs to m clerks, to be appr 
iin “ 1 for tl Dye », Would re- 
iltina vast f rood, and that the ev wi 
prehend, as Vy are ited by my fi from 
Vermont, [Mr. Co_Ltamer,] are more ) re- 
I re \ I confess that I arcreed 
with | views fully at the time this subject was 
t considered; but more careful examination 
leliberation and consultation have coffvinced 
me t | was in et ; 
iwi tate, moreover, that I think something 


rience of those who manage our 
ublic affairs. I think it ought at least to be con- 
y have the same amount of intel- 
d capacity that we have, man for man, 
and that they have been in ac mndition to acquire 


more information t} 


an we have, because it is their 
peculiar study. We find that three Secretaries 
of State—the present Secretary and his two pre- 
decessors—all men of distinguished ability, all 
men who have studied this subject carefully, have 
been consistent and urgent in recommending that 
Congress should make this provision. All of 


them have made communications to Coner 
the aundnrect a ey 
vod will follow 


*-Ssson 

that 
rreat 2 From the considerations 
they have adduced to me, and the weight and re- 
spect that [ certainly am disposed to attach to 


their opinions, 


have become satisfied 


strengthened by the experience 
they have had, I am willing at this time 
into effect their wishes o1 

Mr. COLLAMER. When laddre: 
ate yesterday on this subject, I stated that 
was something of a trial of mind in diff 


to carry 
the subject. 

sed the Sen 
there 


ering from 


A lmir istra 
tion that! claimed to support, and I always differ 


the opinion of those who were of the 


THE 


from them with very great deference; but yet my 


ind itis not merely my opinion, but the 

nion which w entertain¢ oe both Houses 

y when this ibject was con- 
dered—rer ng t same, 14 felt it my duty to 
te th ns which exist d at that time, 
The honor » Senator from Massachusetts 
Mr. Sumner] said yesterday the great merit of 
nroposition was that it was an attempt by 
yme process of education to elevate our consular 


system; and that that was the purpose. I sup- 
pose, then, the designis to create some degree of 
iployment of these persons. 
Let us examit that for a moment These con- 
is have clerks of their own hiring now. They 
make nocomplaintaboutitthat I know of. The y 
lerstood that they were to hire them when 
they took their appointments. The honorable 
Senator from Michigan [Mr. CuanpLer] men- 
tioned the case of the consulat Manchester. We 
adopted yesterday in committee an amendment 
to raise salary, and we donot wantthis prop- 
It is said the consul at 
Manchester has more duties to perform than for- 


irpose 


merly, and I can easily perceive under our recent 

for the tripling of certificate 8 why the re may 
be occa m for raising his salary; and I believe 
S la rv was voted yest rds Ly and put 


on this bill; but that has nothing todo ‘with these 
over again, and es- 
onor il le Sen- 
,| that this 


iid over and 
uch reiterated by the h 


hii 
ator from Massachusetts, |Mr. SumMNER 


t 


ippointment of consular pupils or clerks was a 
feature of the original consular and diplomatic 
1856. Whatifitwas? It issaid that the 
ill itself loses its consistency by leaving this 
proposition out, because the salaries were fixed 


h might 
having 


to the aid whi 
from their 


in that bill with reference 


obtained by the consuls 


oys to instruct. The salaries of consuls were 
for the first time fixed in that bill; but I do not 
know how at yvouy can say hat the salaries 
were fixed, that is esr smaller, because they 
vere to have more duties to perform, to instruct 
pupils. That 1 do not believe. It is a fancy 
sketch » is nothing in it. 


that were true, apply it to the case 
irzument would seem to be this: 
these fixed salaries to consuls 
now you strike out that 
ret you do not raise their salaries. 
This provision was put in 
consular bill of 18 s repealed in Feb- 
eve every consul we have was 
ted under the law that had that clause re- 
pealed out of it. They accepted their appoint- 
n s and went on to pe rform their duties when 
that was not the law. Therefore there is nothing 
in the world inthat argument. It is not true that 
these consuls were appointed under a law which 
we have altered. They were appointed under a 
law that had that alteration already made. So 
much for that. 

The question recurs, is there a probability of 
elevating and improving the condition of our con- 
sulships by the appointment of these pupils, as 
you call cle ore The great point is, to 

ecure some degree of permanency in the duties 

of the office Rew’ isitnow? We are assured 
by the honorable Senator from Maine that the 
clerks now in those offices are permanent; that 
y and in fact they do not change with 
the consuls, that experience shows you do not 
them. Then you propose here to make 
a law to change them. If you think it necessary 
that the clerks should be American citizens, all 
you have to do is to passa law to that effect. We 
ean provide by law that the consul shall be con- 
fined in the appointment of his clerks to Ameri- 
can citizens. 

These twenty-four pupils are to be put in green 
to help the con suls, and are to bi keptgreen, too, 
because they are to be put in by presidential ap- 
pointment with the consular appointments. The 
appo intments are received from the same source 
to the same change. Does anybody 
that that provision will secure perma- 
nency? The very nature of it is to produce a 
change, and it would ses 
tended by it, that a law was now to be made to 
prevent there being any permanency, and to put 


the clerks or pupils on the footing rof the consuls, 





wb, ant 


them, or 


malt sae Vt 
racticall 





change 
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and subject 
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who are changed, of course, with every 


of Administration. I can nak conceive | a 5 

will induce permanency. ~ waa 
The idea has been thrown out that + vi 

when they have become acquainted wi 

ties of the office as clerks, will be eley it 1. : _ 

consulships. LI ask you, sir, to look jp 

| tory of our Government, and tell me wh 

you ever seen a clerk in a Department rajse, 

the head of that Department no matter wha: , VI 

the measure of his experience. You mich: ... 

point a parcel of pupils, as you cal! th. ; 

clerks, to the Senators now holding seats } 

be by them instructed, in order to elevat, / W 

dition and learning of the body itself in dy 


m, if anyth ie was in- | 


them do you Suppose w ~$ 
a : yet there y mM 
be much more likelihood of r being al Ps 
Senators, as | think, than shat this pro . 
would secure any permanency in these , 
ships, which are entirely executive, 

It is said the amount of consular intellio 
the different places needs elevation; butt 
tion is, will this proposition tend in any y 
produce that elevation, when the young: 
no assurance of employment, and | y 
of the thing cannot have? Andif anyon 
should be appointed a consul, it wou 
the distinct understanding that he s 
of office at the next presidential election. 
secure no permanency by that. 

Indeed the whole sub ject couk 
illustrated than by one of Peter 
anecdotes. Itis related that 
her boy to London to select a trade to 
was to be apprenticed. 


and how many of 
ever be elected Senators? 


a good widow 


Wi 


She gave him 


look about the city everywhere to seleet 
ployment. Atthe end of the week he r 
his mother and told her that he had con 
be bound apprentice to the king. H 
around, and that was the best em; 
could find in the city. [Laughter.] N 
is the ludicrousness of the anecdote? § 
you cannot make an apprentice int kin 
never could and never would; and there is ex 
the absurdity of this proposition. Y 
to make a young man an apprent 
ship which he can never get, and if hi 
it he could never hold it. 
Mr. TEN EYCK. ITamsuretheS 
Vermont does not desire that the | 
should be sacrificed for the sake ofa jo! Ly 
not add a word to the discussion w I 


place on this subject if I did not 
was a necessity for thing to | 
half of our prest nt consular system. | 
that there is a nect SsIty for it No 
pute that it is our duty and our inter 
up an efficient consular system abroad; the d W 
mands of commerce require it. The 
question upon that sub ject 
system of salaries granted to our c 
an efficient consular system cannot be ke forma 
I think I am justified in making this de 
by the evidence and the facts which hav 
laid before the Committee on Commerce 
subject. Why, sir, | think lam not wide 
truth when I state that some twenty or thirty 
our consuls at important point s have 
the State Department applications, wh ' ex 
been aiuiidhahe d to us, for an increase of their st 
aries, showing by actual statements and hgur 
that they cannot remain in their present 
serve the country, no matter how anxious ‘ey 
were originally to obtain them, upon the saa 
now given to them by the Government. Phey : 
show by actual statements of the ex} Thi¥s .o 
ing, of the amountof house re nt, and the ex 7 ected 
of employing additional clerks that severa! 0! ea 
do not receive a dollar more than 1s sufh 
pay their expenses; and yet they are req 
a certain extent, to keep up the credit 
GoVernment abroad, and to entert t 
and citizens of the country who may tr 
different places where they are stationed 
This evil has grown so extensive that, § 
present Administration has come into pow®t, 
withstanding the anxiety on the partot 
to obtain these positions, we have ci 
many as three different consuls t 
in consequence of resigns ations grow! , 
inability of these men to m: rintain then - 
the positions which they so eagerly desiree. © : 
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A(/ministration came in, the rush has 

et as great to get rid of some of them. 

| Will the Senator allow me to 

w he er any of these cle rks are likely to 
to se poor consuls who resign? 

we TEN EYCK. Iam not prepared to say 

» are to be assigned; but in many in- 


that such has been the case in re- 


| know 
res ations. 

Mr. GRIMES. The Senator will allow me to 

es not think it would be more credit- 

se at once the salaries of our consuls, 

so poorly paid that they cannot subsist, 

to put it in the hands of the Secretary of 


Sante to determine for us to what particular con- 


lerks shall be assigned? 
Vr. TEN EYCK. Mr. President, ifthe Senator 
lowahad kept his patience for one moment 
io not complain of his question—he would 
1d my answer to the question he proposed 
without the query being put. I was about 
1 question myself to the Senator. Under 
of facts what is to be done? That is 
Are we to increase the 
sofall these consuls and enable them to em- 
erks and to meet these expenses, or are we 
fer the salaries to remain as they are, and by 
ippointment of these consular pupils, who 
n the capacity of clerks, enable them 
| in their positions, and secure to us more 
t service for the benefit of the Government 
those positions? It appeared to the 
that the latter was the better course, 
stjudicious and advisable; thatit would 
ippoint twenty or twenty-five consu- 
upils, to be educated to the perform- 


| question. 


urge of those particular duties, than 


aries of the consuls themselves, 





il appointees for but a short period 
who, when they reach their positions, 
educating have to be educated them- 
pe rformance of their duties. 
That is the way in which I understand the 
I cannot add a word to what was so 
| by the Senator from Massachusetts yes- 
y and by the Senator from Maine to-day on 
if havingan educated trained body of 
rformance of this duty as well 
rmance of any otherduty. It seems 
necdote of the Senator from Vermont 
strike at any system based upon the same 
soning that this amendment is based upon. 
I rgument is, that because persons desire to 
{ to the king, and all cannot be made 
if they should be bound to the king, 
no person whatever is to be educated 
performance of a particular branch of duty 
nt to the Government as this is! 
nk this plan of having consular pupils 
ye. We think that these men, in the 
of the consul, and onthe arrival of anew 
, being educated and qualified for the per- 
ance of their duty, will be of more importance 
n Increase of the salary of these consuls, 
langed, perhaps, by every Administration, 
qualified for the discharge of their dutieg,. 
it hot appear to the committee that there 
ny objection on the score of expense. 
to me that the objection with respect to 
ense is not a good one in either aspect of 
We must increase the salaries of the 
Sus Or we must furnish them with clerks. 
‘nhot otherwise get along with this branch 
e public service. Owing to existing rules 
‘Teguiations, as has been well said, the con- 


sin the 


as 


ea 








-_ af System is a paying institution. ‘There has 
within the last year returned from fees col- 


road by these consuls perhaps enough, 
early enough, to pay the expense of their sal- 
*} SO that 1t does not matter in that point of 
¥ Whether we increase the salary of the con- 
Himself and let him hire his clerks, to pick up 
Hands and take them with him when he sails, 

eather the m abroad, or whether we pay the 
,) -s Of twenty-five consular pupils. Itseemed 
, imittee that the money thus required to 

paid in addition would be better appropriated, 

7 uld be more to the interest of the Govern- 


“yin the employment of consular pupils than 


q 


lS thrown into the hands of the consuls 
sec &, eS, .be appropriated in any way they 
cana We thought that the State Department 
an lect proper and suitable persons to be ap- 


’ 
to these places, who, by reason of their 
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duties and the unlikelihood of their being subject 
to political changes, would render better service 
to the country ths 
other system. 
Having said this, and having taken justso much 
time as | thought necessary to submit the prac- 
tical view of the case, involving doll 


as well as the faithful discharge of duty, I sub- 


in would be obtained under any 


ars and cents 


mit the matter to the consideration of the Senate. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I have received a com- 
munication, addressed to me as chairman of the 
Committee on Finance, from the Secretary of State 
on this subject, and, with the leave of the Senate, 
I will send it to the desk to be read by the Sec- 
retary. 
The Secretary read it, as follows: 
DEPARTMENT OF STatTe, 
WaSHINGTON, Mayr l6, 1864, 
Sir: Refe rring to my communication addressed to you 
on the 7th of January last, and in view of tl imendment 
which has been offered by you, at the instance of the Com 
mittee on Finance, to restore the provisions of law which 
formerly authorized, as an important part of the consular 
system, the appointm F 
at 


{ nt of consular pupils, | beg leave to 
invite your a 


‘ usular convention between 
the United States and France, and alsoto the regulations 
for the government of consular pupils prescribed by the 
President of the United States, at the recommendation of 
Mr. Secretary Marcy, under the authority conferred by the 


tention to the ec 


twenty-second section of the diplomatic and consular act 
of August 18, 1856. 

In the consular convention above mentioned, which was 
negotiated by Mr. Everett, one of the most distinguished 
of my predecessors, whose experience in the diplomatic 
service of the United States had made him well agquainted 
with the wants of the consular service, the term “ consular 
pupils’ (les éléves consuls) first occurs in our diplomatic 
history. Itwas provided by the conventi 
pupils shall enjoy the same per il privileges and im 
munities as consuls general, consul 


sular agents. 


n that** consular 


» Vice consuls, orcon 








‘“*In case of dea ind siti or abse of the latter, 
the chan Ss, secretaries, and « ilar pupils attached 
to their offices, shall be entitled to dischargs l interim 
the duties of their respective posts; ind shall eniov while 
thus acting the prerogatives g: to the incum ts 

‘The respective cousuls general, consuls, vice consul 
orconsular agents, as Well as their consular pupils, chan 
cellors, and secretaries, shall enjoy in the two countries all 
the other privileges, exeinptions, ad imunities which 
may atany future tim granted to tie agenis ot th ait 
rank of the most favored nation.” 

This nvention has been declared, by a competent Eng 


lish writer, to be ** the tgomplete consular convention 
ever concluded,” . P 7 , ‘Cand likely to be 
taken as a precedent for future treaties on the same sub 
ject.” 

You will observe that in the regulations for the govern 
ment of consular pupils, who must be citizens of the Uni 
ted States, preseribed after the negotiation of the convention 
with France, and the passage of the law above mentioned, 
provision is made ior the examination of candidates prior 
to appointnent by a board to consist of three examiners, 
one of them to be the As retary of State; the mode 
of examination, the subjects on which the pupils are to be 





Istahni Sec 


examined, also the clerical and other duties of such pupils, 
are carefully indicated. They are expected to * prepare on 
copy such portions of the consular correspondence with the 





Depariment, and such official returus and seports as th 
principal consular officer may direct, so as to enable the De 
partment to judge ot their ability, and »t 
mentin consular duties, and their fitness for promotion in 
the consular service.”? 

Quarterly examin , especially in the 
Turkish and Chinese required, and reports 
are to be made by the r to whom these pu 
pils are subject, of the results of such examinations. The 
last section of the chapter« 


ject is so comprehensiv 





t the regulations upon this sub 
that | quote it entire: 

** Diligence in the discharge of their consular duties, obe 
dience to the instructions of the consular oflicer to whose 
consulate they are assigned, a courteous bearing toward 
all persons having business with the consulate, uprightness 
of conduct in all respects, will be expected from consulat 
pupils. Disobedience, neglect of duty, the abuse of their 
credit in pecuniary transactions, or exceptionable moral 
conduct, will be followed by the revocation of theircommis 
sions. Consular pupils possessing the requisite qualifica 
tions, and exhibiting an aptitude tor the consular service 
who have been faithtul in the performance of their consular 
duties, will from time to time be recommended to the Presi 
dent for promotion.”? 

Other nations, especially Great Britain and France, have 
found in the extension of their commercial intercourse, the 
advantage of training up suc 
the present time Great Britain has in China alone ven 
teen student interpreter responding with our 
title of consular pupils, fifteen assistants, and four inter 
preters; in Siam two student interpret , (WO assistants, 
and one interpreter; in Japan six student interpreters, six 
assistants, and five interpreters. From time to time pro 
motions are made from the class of student interpreters into 
that of assistants, and afterwards of interpreters. Thus, 
Mr. Pedder, who is at the head of the list. was appointed 
student interpreter at Canton, February 17, 184¢ 
ant July 1, 1851, interpreter March 12, 1855 
acting consul at Amoy. 

{tis believed that if the authority be en to appoint 
consular pupils it will eventually lead to the discontinuance 
ot the practice which has heretolore prevailed, although 
discountenanced by the Department, of employing foreign 
clerks, who can be obtained at low rates of compensation, 
to assistin the discharge of consular duties. The abuses 
growing out of this course led one of my predecessors, 


} 5 
omeers, al 


ib aciass of public 


, officers 
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Governor Marcy, to issue a regulation that “ where it | 
practicable, no other than citizens of the United States 
are to be intrusted with th performance of any consular 
wt, and consular clerks only er 


nployed who owe allegiance 
to this Government; the records of the United States com 
vit ) } : ? o ‘ } ‘ 1 , 
mijtte i to the charge ot consuls are to be kept from the pe 
rusal of a Liens 

“In my opinion,” said Mr. Hawihorne, the | 
it Liverpool, ** the whol 


ed, not by the 


tall of clerks should be appoint 
msul, but by the State D irtment, ol whi 


il 
they should be the servants, and not remova ‘ 
sul except on grounds approved by the Secretary “tat 
With clerks of my own selection, [ would « re I im 
mit detaleations to the extent of at least one halt of the re 
ceipts of the office, without the possibility of proof against 
me. No man ought to be exposed to so great a temptation 
as this. Many men will certainly vield to it; and th 


who do not yield will find it difficult to make their integrity 
I may remark also thatthe consular business 
requires special instruction and tamillarity with it 

Asan illustration of the truth of this statement, T beg 
leave to refer to the printed report of the Fifth Auditor, 


manifest. 


' 
lated November 29, 1561, in which he stated that the imme 
diate successor to Mr. Hawthorne in the consulate at Live 
| | ** became a large detaulter to the Government, speutall 
funds he could reach, neglected the payment of claims 
tor food, clothing, and medical attendance of our siek and 


destitute seamen, | profligacy 
unequaled in our consular history contracted public and 
private debts which probably excecded two hundred thou 
Such a cour eding could not have 


( 
been conducted for years had t 
by 


ind by a course of plunder at 


sand dollars.”’ | 
he office been provided with 
a clerk or pupil, appointed by the President and responsible 
to this Department. 


By way of contrast I may state that the present consul 


at the same port, Mr. Dudley, paid into the ‘Treasury last 
year (1863) 819,908 58, the amount of consular fees col 
lected by him. During the same period there was paid by 
masters of vessels into the « isulate, On account of extra 
wages for seamen discharged, the sum of S50,915 22, of 





which the sum of S1,561 81 only was paid for the rellef of 


seainen, and $32,270 73 paid to the seamen on whose 
count the same had been exacted, leaving a balance ot 
$18,644 49, which has been fully accounted for, belonging 
to the Government. 

It has been suggested that intelligent, well-educated 
young men, if appointed consular pupils will not continue 


long in the consular service. ‘To this objection the reply 


nfiy be made that during the whole period of their service 
they are not being simply educated at the public expense, 
but are rendering, in the clerical duties which they perform, 
a tull equivalent for the compensation which they receive, 
Even if they retire from the consular service their educa 
tion is not lost to the country, and fromtime to time it will 

und hereafter that they will be selected to fill import 
ant positions abroad in the l 
vice, In consequence 
commercial questions and their Knowledge of the language 
‘among whom they may be sent 
to represent the United States, 

In fact, however, the instanceseven now are not untre 
quent when young men entering the diplomatic and con 
sular service have made themselves so usetul as to be con 
tinued through all Administrations of Government. 

The secretary of legation and dragoman of the United 
States at Constantinople went thither a mere youth, with 
Commodore Porter, our first diplomatic representative at 
the Porte, and has been continued there ever since. 

Every consul general appointed to Havana has found it 
indispensable to retain the services of Mr. Savage, as vice 
consul general, at the rate of 32,000 per annum, which is 
paid by the consul general from his own compensation. 

Ir. Savage entered the consulate nearly twenty years ago 
a mere copying clerk; and for nearly half the time during 
the last ten years has efficiently and judiciously performed 
the respon ible and delicate duties of that important post. 

Consul W. H. Vesey commenced his consular service 
nearly forty years ago as a copying clerk in the con 
it Havre. After aterm of service there he was transferred 
to the St. Ubes, in the capacity of consul, and thenee sue 
cessively to the more important consulates of Lisbon, Ant 
werp, aud Havre; and lastly to Aix-la-Chapelle, the most 
important consulate in Prussia. 

l others which might be mentioned, 
lefective 


diplomatic and consular set 
of their practical acquaintance with 


and customs of the peopl 


ulate 


"'Thege instances, an 
which are exceptional under the present ystem, 
will. it is believed, become the rule when it is seen that 


the consular service really offers a career in which the com 


! pensation, though moderate, is certain, and the position re 
spectable and useful. 

In my former communication I adverted to the increase 

of labor and expense which is now required from consuls 


through the system of triplicate invoices. Notwithstand 
ing this, however, | have carefully abstained from recom 
mending any increase of the consular compensation, judg 
ing it proper, in the present exigencies of the ‘Treasury, 
that provision should be limited to such incidental reliet as 
given by the appointment of consular pupils or 
where the labor has be 


might be 
clerks at those consulates 
the greatest. 


h made 


Ibe chief value of the system of triplicate invoices, by 
which more than one hundred thousand dollars will be di 
rectly paid into the Treasury of the United States from the 
increase of consular fees from this source alone, aside trom 
the protection which it gives to the revenue in preventing 
undervaluation, depends, as stated by the Seeretary of the 
'reasury, * upon the integrity of the consular seal and cer 
1 cate, which should be prt beyond all possible question, 
or the provisions of the act of 3d of March, 1663, may 
defeated.”’ 

The employment in the consulates as chief clerks of ed 
ucated yvoung men, holding allegiance to the United States, 
in preference to aliens, will go very far 


cts contemplated by the t 


toward thea mu 
ishment ot the ob) 
J have the honor to be, sir, your ¢ t : 
WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Hon. WituraM Pitt Fessenven, Chairman of the Com 
mittecon Finance, United States Senate. 


The VICE @RESIDENT. The question ison 


vliel servar't 
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DEPARTMENT OF STatTe 
Wasi ron, March 14, 1863. 

GENTLEM T has i to acknowledge the re 
F i in regard to the commercial 
i eu i ind Nassau lsug 
ge \ t Aimer an uinerce 
an | t und « yensat f the 
tly i 1 | i j i iper of 
att ira 1 to pt the posi 
ti that 

l t D to carry into effect your su 
gestic | Congress will be needed 

Your « ini will t before the Committees 
on Comme eatt xt session of Congress 

I an ntlem ur edie ervant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

lo M rs. A. D. Jones, President Adantic Mutual Insur 
ance C pany; M. H.G oe nt Sun Mutual In 
sur Company; Alfred Og 4 unt Orient Mutual In 
surance Company; Elwood Wr ulte Bing wor Mercantile 
Mutual Insura ( ipany; B.C, M. wr dent Colum- 
bian Mu i] iran ( par canal Raleanie Oa i 
dent Pacific Mutual Insurar Company; J. P. Tappan 
Pr id t Ne ine li rance ( pany 5 A. W. Whipple, 
Presid Washington Mutual Insurar Company; Sam 
uel Drak Smith, Pres rComm il Mutual Insurar 
Compa John H.1 y, Presi t New York Mutuall 
sli! Cor I i. L. Lathrop, President Union Mutual 
Insurance Cor p 
To E ABRAHAM LINCOLN, President of the 

[ f Stat f line 

Sir Che undersign izens of the United Stat 
A ding visiting at Nassau, New Providence 
desire to represent Cor s, through you, the ¢ i in 
adequa the salary of the American consul at this port, 
tt respectfu isk that the same may be increased to at 
least é p innum. 

Your Excellency is aware that during the existing rebel 
lion no consulate has been of greater importance and re 
s] ibility int Day atter day steamers laden with 
articl { necessity depart for the South, and in a very 
short we 1 } den with cotton Powder, ball, and 
sannon ar rom re to aid the rebellion. The har 
bor has ' i t refuge for the rebel armed ves 
sels I i ( na, and Retribution. The vexati 
Jat i vi ‘ ‘ all these things have ren 
dered t 1 ot co il by no m san envial one 

Aside trom the present importance of the place, through 
its p i is a neutral nel proximity to a block 
ad Nassau | ite years become a famous and 
favorite 1 rt of invalids, Who come here to escape the 
cold wiuter of the North I se are almost exclusively 
Amer , wi desire and expect trom their consul all 
pr rand polite attention. ‘I we assert from our own 
Knowl ol 1 expenses Of living, cannot be d upon 
the present salary, w h will merely defray the n sary 
ex St ! ird of a nsul and his wite att most 
Moderate rate consistent with ordinary respectability 

Prices of every articl necessity have advanced to 
nearly double what they tormerly were here, and no person 
can supp rt the positi ot American consul with the dig 
nity d hospitality required Of the representative of a great 
nation for any less sum than four thousand dollars per an 
num 

We therefore respectfully pray that your Excellency will 
ask Congress to increase the salary of our consul at this 
port, and, if proper, that before the meeting of Congress a 
suitable allowance may be made to him. 


IK CONGRESSIONAL 


And your petitioners, as in duty vil 
Ke 


Dated Na 


ever pray, 


New Providen 


BOSWORTH, 
rh ty, ¢ ef J 
R. 8. Cl 
HENRY 


SHMAN,. 
LEVERI 
Long Island, 
GEBHARD SCHUCHARDT, 
L ae Island, New 
oe New York. 


~ 


r 
| York. 
R. B. 
HENRY SALI TRY. Jr, New York. 
JAMES A WEBB. New York. 
A. B. McDONALD, Jr., New York 
JOHN S$ WELL, 
Py rietoyr } to. 
Ne Pro ice 
| GEORGE GERHAM, E 
R. G. MITCHELL, 
JAMES HIGNES 
A. W. LANGD 
CHARLES JAC 
Agent N 
EPES SARGENT, 
JAMES B. SMITH, 


Theams nt 
The viCI 


MINT! 


city. 


t Hotel, Nassau, 


N. F 
v York 


, New 


¥. 
c ity. 


J 


N, York. 


Under 

Maine 
» York city. 

,as amended, was concurred in. 


PRE —_e NT. 
amendment will be read. 
The S ry re ‘d it, 
I tne ci 


iLL 
ances 
in their character a 
NDEN 

ter, I sul 
RILL. 


ter. 


rilers. 


is, 


The next reserved 


ret as follows: 
at 


e ott 


nsul Lyons shall be $2,000, to 


i¢ present fiscal year. 


iene Liter 


»>T 
RR 


Mr. MOI 

and the ci 

y 

FESSE 

1 Manches 

Mi MOR 
with Mar 

The amendment was concurred in. 


The ne 
t And t 


$4,0UVU, Lo 


This is an increase of $500, 
in regard to this are not 
s in the other case. 
Itison the same footing 


pose. 


‘ums 
temporal 


Mr 


t 
L 


on the same footing 


is 


ié 


xt reserved amendment was as follows: 


at Manchester shall be 
ose of the present fiscal 


of the consul 


alter the cl 


ie salary 
commence 


if. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Thea 


mendments 











made as in Committee of the Whole have all been 
concurre di 
. Me RR ILL. Iam instructed by the Com- | 

mittee on Commerce to move an amendment as 
an additional section: 

And be it further enacted, That the office of commercial 
agentat Hakodadi, Japan, may, at the discretion of the Sec- 
retary of State, be chi ed to that of consul, to be classed 





with consuls otherthan those namedin schedules B and C 
in the act approved August 18, 1856. 

I will state the effect of this proposition ina few 
words, The consular officer at that port now 1s 





only a commercial agent, and he represents that 
the class of officers from other countries at that 
nlace outrank him; they are consuls. The object } 


is to give him the rank and position of consuls 
from other countries at that place, and the amend- 
ment is de signed to change it in no other respect 
whateve Itis simply to change the name at the 
discretion of the Secretar y of State. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The amendments were ordered 
and the bill to be re 


the third 


to be engrossed, 
ad a third time. It was read 
fime, and passed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE TOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Me _ RSON, its Clerk, announced that 
the House of Representatives had agreed to the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill of the House 
(No. 50) making appropriations for 
the Post Office Department during the fiscal year 
ending the 30th of June, 1865. 

The message further announced that the House 
of Representatives had agreed to the first and third 
amendments of the Senate to the joint resolution 

H. No. 37) to authorize the Secretary of the 


the service of 


lreasury to anticipate the payment of interest | 


on the public debt, and had agreed to the second 
amendment of the Senate, with an amendment; in 
which it requested the concurrence af the Senate. 
BILLS BECOME 

The message also announced that the President 

of the United States had approved and signed, on 

14th instant, the following acts: 
An act (H. R. No. 116) in relation to univer- 
| sity lands in ppg Territory; and 


LAWS 


|| An act (H. R. No. 156) to supply deficiencies 


| 


in the a appropriations for the service of the fiscal | 


year ending the 30th of June, 1864. 


| 
| 


GLOBE. 


| ceeded to consider the amendment of 
of Representatives to the second amen dm 


ou 





March 16. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The messave further announce 
of the Hous ” Re 
following enrolled bill 
thereupon receivet 
dent: 

A bill 
for the service 
ing the fiscal year ending the 30th of June. } 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 43) authori 
the settlement of the accounts of J. N. 
ter, a paymaster in the United States 

A bill (S. No. 158) in addition to 
amend the laws relating to the PostOf 
ment, approved March 3, 1863. 

INTEREST ON THE PUBLIC 
Mr. FESSENDEN. 


d thatt} f 


presentatives | 


sand joi s 


i the sign 


tre 
ature ¢ ft 


(H.R. 


No. 50) making an; 


of the Post Offic D. rtr 


P 


DEBT 


] ask that the g 


| which has come back from the House of P 
| sentatives with a slight amendmentto whi 


is no objection, may be taken up and | 
l move to té ike it up. 
The motion was agreed to; 


and the Sena 


the 


the Senate to the joint resolution (H.R. 
to authorize the Secretary of the Treasu: 
ticipate the payment of interest on the pul 
and for other purposes. 

The amendment of the House of Renr 
tives was to add to the second amendment 
Senate the following words: 

Provided, That the obligation to create 
according to the act of February 25, 1862 


the sinkir 


» SHAall | 


| paired thereby. 


The amendment to the amendment wags 


|.curred in. 


lery, 


| Steelle, 


holding real and personal estate, — is 


MASONIC HALL Se 

On motion of GRIMES » bill (S. No. 13 
foracharter of Masonic Hall oboe ationinW 
ington city, Districtof Columbia, was 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

It eae that B. B. Fre nch, of the Grand Ep- 
campment of the United States of America, K 
T.; Robert McMurdy, of the Gener 
A. Chapter of the United States; 
ing, of the Grand Consistory of the S$ 
thirty-second degree, A.A. R.; E.L. 
Osiris Lodge of Perfection, No. 1, A. 
D. Gilman, of Washington Commander 
K.T.; W. P. Partello, of Columbia C 
U.D. K. T.; W. M. Smith, of C 
R. A. Chapter, No. 15; W. Park! 
Washington R. A. Chapter, zs ». 16 
of Mount Vernon R. A. Chapter, 
C, F. Stansbury, of the Grand Lodge of t 
trict of oe Joseph W. Nairn, of | 
eae 1; N. Acker, of Lebanon Lodge, N 
7; C. Kloman, of New Jerusalem Lodge, 
Bi B. Turton, of Hiram Lodge, No. 
Fisher, of Saint John’s Lodge, No. 11; 
senheimer, of National Lodge, No. 12; J. V 
Riswick, of Washington Centennial L : 
14; J. C. McGuire, of B. B. French Lodge, 5 
15; F. L. Harvey, of Dawson Lodge, No 
W. D. Gray, of Harmony Lodge, No. 17; 
Hanson, of Acacia Lodge, No. 8 f D.L 
of La Fayette Lodge, No. 19, of U 
Free and Accept ed Masons, of the Dis 
lumbia, recognized as a board of trust 
senting the several masonic bodies before! 
be incorporated and made a body-politic and 
porate, by the name of the Masonic Hall Asso- 
ciation of the District of Columbia, a 
name to sue and be sued, plead and be im| 
in any court of law or equity of compe 
diction, and to have and use a comm: 
to change the same at pleasure, and be enti! 
use and exercise all the powers, rig 
leges incident to such corporation. 

This corporation is to be capable of 


Georg { 
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hts, and p! 


tak } 
a 
to be divided among the members of 
tion, but descend to their successors, d 
and appointe d by the bodies they repr’ 
the promotion of the principles of thec a 
and the benevolent purposes of the Ord 
and Accepted Masons which they represe 
The capital stock is not to exceed tle 
$300,000, divided into shares of twenty dou" 
each, which is to be deemed personal prope’) 
transferable in such manner as the const 
| and by-laws of the corporation may direc his 
Within twenty days after the passage of 
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rnorators named in the first section, or || ordinances W rton city, and to alter or || additions from the other nam Wi know 
y of them, or if any fuse or neglect to || amend the sam t rests of the maso the provision of the Constitution that there 
, 1865 , majority of the remainder, are to cause || body, in its individual capa ty, may require. T be no order of nobility established in thi 
y f subscription to the capital stock of the || several persons composing the board of tr try. I do not know whether the honorable Si 

r ; n to be opened and Kept o on n in such || named in the first section are to hold their offices || ator has considered that question; but K.'T. may 
y; and | for a period to be fixed b yy the corpora- for the period of one year from and after t pas- || mean something of that sort. K.B.,lam a 

act - notice of which may be given by ad- | sage of this act, and until their successors are duly || sured by an honorable Senator who sits neat . 

Jey or otnerwise as the corporation may elected DY the several masot ait they re p- is atitle f Ey friish noouity, and I rea y do not 

nd subscribers upon the books to the And it is to the duty of those several know that K.'T’. does not mean something of that 
stock of the corporation are to be held to nic bodies, on or before the expiration of | sort. I rather call on the Senator from Lowa to 

, Z rs; but every subscriber is to pay, nd nually thereafter, to meet, and in rive us an assurance at least that in this cove 
Rp of subseribins g, such per centum of the t ‘ te and individual cay y, elect, by way ties ! ) atta to establish an order ot 

yt n subscribed to the treasurer elected Da t, one ¢ el imberas their presentatiy nob y untry 

ted ed by the corporators as may be re- |; in the board of trustees, and the representative is Mr. GRIME S. If the Senator from Ma 

y the rules of the corporation, or his sub- || to be a trustee for the maso body, and hav will move t proceed to the consideration of ex- 

ates will be nulland void. Whenthe books |! charge of its stock, property, and effects, in trust, || ecutive business and the Senate shall agree to the 

H s tion to the capital stock of the corpo- || under such ru s and regulations as may be pre- || motion, I may attempt to explain to him what 
ee ' hall be closed, the corporators within || scribed by the m nic body; but if any one of these initials do indicate; but | do not feel justi 
N - ;wenty days thereafter are to call the first meeting || those several masonic bodies surrender or forfeit fied inopen session of the Senate inenteri nn 
ees f the stockholders of the corporation, to meet || its masonic charter or warrant, or cease to exist, || any such attempt as tl I think, however, that 

) o en days thereafter, for the choice of di- willnotbeen Lrepres itive in the board I can safely say the Republic will receive no det 
er , f which public notice shall be given for || of trustees. Any masonic lodge, chapter, coun- || riment from the passage of this bill. The fact is 
ci lays in two public newspapers published cil, commandery, or consistory, that may hereaf- || that itis a very simple proposition in and of i 
nt Washington city, or by written personal ter be institutedin the District of Columbia, may, || self. ‘There are het everal lodges of Masons 

, to each stockholder, by the secr etary or by and with the conser -priiaaachaee tetcind ep board l encampments of ‘em Jars, all associated t 

: corporation; and in all ansliniael of trustees, be admitted t a representation in the gether by t bonds of masonry, who propose, 
ne, lers eac h share will entitle the holder || board upon an equal f sina ai kaeinan: as | understand it, to erect a temple dedicated to 
e, to be given in person or by proxy. || sonic bodies named in the first s ion, and enjoy their mysteri ind in order to accomplish tt 

Vas I nment and direction of the affairs of th all the powers, rig nd privileves granted purpose, itis d rable to incorporate these V 

be invested ina board of directors, the masonic bod ( lectively or undivid V, eral lodees and unite them in a common a “ 
r, scisd tiis aosaiiballions trees by the several sections of this act. tion for the purpose of doing it Chatis thes 

. rporators named in the first section, “Mr. GRIMES. I move to strike out the word || purpose,as lam informed by the gentlemen who 
N 13 cessors, elected or appointed by the || ** company’? i d line of fifth s on, || have approached me on tl ibjeet, as chairman 
in Was lies they represent, who are to hold |! and to insert i the word a f the comr ee, that these men have; and th 

for one year and until others are duly || and after the w ‘Ss kholders’ the fourt tters to which the Senator refers, | su se, 

" ialified to take their places as direct- || line of that section to insert ** ont first M y indicate that these persons hold a particular 
a directors are to elect one of their f December in « year.” rank in the lodges and consistories and a ia 
erica, K r to president of the board, who 1s also The amendment was agreed to tions to wh they are attached 
G wy Kh - ni of ve company, ~ el cta sec- Mr. GRIMES. In t vent! 1 of that : Mr. [OWARD. ris 0 inquire of my friend 

PRS Proms... t — nt o number, ot Som section bn word ** and should be ** or.’ ae «the wren a the r oo a& prececden ! ‘ 

h f trustees, who will also be secretary The PRESIDIN( ; OFFICER. (Mr RK il egisia ion of : ongress for t Incorporation ol 
"A R 7 my ny, = = y on ee eee: a the chair.) T an ndment wi be mad ee ee i ee aie 

a 7 de teeshon-tal ive ee ae 1 Surety eon Mr. GRIMES In the sixth section the word oma ws a i a». ees ee ree en 

Vy y, in such sum as the directors may re- ‘company’? inthe fifth and in the eighth line There has been no district of country in which 

‘ MAU a ne fait iful dischat re of his trust. A shoul d he ‘6 as tiot 99 lodges ot tl is ku d could be i corporated by us, 
7 as y of the directors Will form a quorum for The PRESIDING OFFICER. Those change: except the District of Columbia, and my ittention 
Khurst, iction of business, and in case of a va- | ha mash has not been called to any past actof Congress 
1G: James the board of ii ciediinas by the death Wht DO mas are f , on this subject. : 

_ ; Pied Staal apical Mr.Gh IMES he word ** and the four ahs 

er, N * y n, oF otherwise OF any Sesetor, the va- |! tine of the eit should be “ or;”’ and in Mr. HOW ARD. I did not know but that 

? i : . 1] 1 ~ 1) = ; + . ; ' 

°F ? ioned thereby v vill be filled by the re- the seventh and eizhth lines of tha , ion th thet mang t have been some ancien statute on the 
ee dary sage from among the board of trus- words ** on or before the expiration of the year’? subject applicable solely t District of Colum 
Lodge, met in the first section, or their successors should be stricken out, and ** during the m +} f bia. f merely rose to put the inquiry to the hon 
dge, N or appointed by the masonic bodies ats stn Fie Ts orable Senator 

on ASUVINEY § —s November, 1864, serted,andt word ** there- ; 

10.5 4, they resent. The directors are to have full after”? in the eighth line should be stricken out Mr. GRIME S. Ithink we are now establish- 
x L as make and prescribe such by-laws, rules, ne dth a ords ** during the same month’’ insert 4 ing the precedent, far as it relates to legisla 
ye ’ : ations as they shall nia needful and TheP RE SIDIN( ‘OFFICER. The mend- on. oT at oe ee 
gouge, iN he dispositionand management of the ments wi | be made if there be no obiection Mr. HOWARD The honorable Senator will 
Lodge, .\ s Property, estate, and effex ta of the company AA, ‘ a ¢' f . 1 66} 3 excuse me for saying a word further by his pei 

Na. iG] ; 4 ener aby s GR tne. After the word body in } J 
y NO. Ise ryt echart erortoth laws of the Uni- | nee snethe Tin f that section and before th mission. 

». 17; T.M States the sedinencen of Washington city, an. 1 move to insert Mr.GRIMES. Certainly. 

D. Larner, re to have power to alter or amend the same proviso, I mo ; a Geen in al honid Al tenanae Mr. HOWARD. I am nota Freemason my- 
he Ord t ests of the company, in their opinion a aeilie h ide aay Pract Torgipecns iv cae aie t self,and lam therefore entirely una quainted with 
str . re; and o to regulate the payment of |} filled by the masonic body entitled to the representation at ti my ries of freemasonry: and before I can 
istees repre stupon the certificates of stock held by the || such time and in such manner as said masonic body u conscientiously vote for this bill | must ask him 
foren t , or the dividends that may accrue, determine. ? me further questions respec ting theenigmatical 
litic and cor rovide for the redemption of the stock Phe amendment was agret d to. letters and expressions in this bi It may be 
: Hal! Ass y individuals, upon fairand equit ible terms. a4 GRIMES. After the word ‘‘consistory”’ || that he may be able to explain them; I hope he 
and by ths (tis also provided that the officers and mem- in the cond line of the ninth section, im ve to || will; and if so, may relieve me of very great 
eim| d several masonic bodies named in the || insert the words ‘* now in existence or,’’ so as to || anxiety o ibject , 
petent juris: ection are created and made, separately and read, ** that any masonic lodge, chapter, cou ’ Mi COL L AMI In allseriousness I would 
on sé y, bodies-politic and corpor ate, and by oon mandery, ¢ F consi tory now In ex! U1 inquire of the Senator from lowa if thers ny 
be ¢ ; vidual name, as given in the first sectic on, that may her alter be instituted, " ae use In these letters, so far as regards the legal 
ts, and priv 1 be sued, plead and be impleaded, in Lhe amendment wa re d to effect of the bill? 

rt of law or equity of competent juris- Mr. MORR he L. I wish to call the attenti Mr. GRIMES. Ido not suppose there is 
of taking ane n, and be capable of taking and sedans onal of the chuledn n of the Committee on the Distri Mr. COLLAMER. ThenI move to strike them 
hich is never 1 personal ee ,and have and use each acom- || of Columbia to one feature of the bill. I sup- out. 
F the c 7 eal, and change the same at pleasure, and || pose it is all right | have great confidence in that The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
s, duly ¢ = ~ “ied to use and exercise, se parate ly and j in- || committee, | need not s 1y; but there are som now is on the amendment proposed by the Sen- 
represent, ‘ually, all the powers, rights, and privilege s || things I cannot quite understand, and | move to || ator from Maine, 
e corporat ‘entto such corporation. And those masonic || amend the billin section one by striking out after Mr. MORRILL. On the assurance of the chair- 


*Sare to have power to make and prescribe 


epresent. ee) AWS, rule ‘8, and regulations as they may 
1 the Fol z _ i needful and proper for the disposition and 
enty dou ~ sement of the stock, prope rty, estate, and 


y i ' “ ; 
nal propery nging to or held by the masonic body 


» constitution * Individual capacity, not contrary to the 
pare a “er, or the lowe of the United States, or the 
72 


ro} 


Lasage of t - 


the name “8B. B. French” in the third lit 
words “‘of the Grand Encampment of the 
States of America, K. T.”’ 

I move the amendment rather upon an appre- 
hension, than from any information which I have 
on the subject. If it shall beadopted, I shall fol- 
| low it with other amendments striking out tl 


ne the 


United 


man of the committee I am satisfied that my ap- 
prehensions were groundless,and therefore I with- 
draw my amendment. 


Mr. COLLAMER. 


bill things we t unde 


om y shall we putin the 
tand? It 


fective without the m,and L move tos trike out all 
these initial letters 


aon is just as et- 
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‘| PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend-| mean Knight Templar. Thatis no office; it isa || gage, for the holding of a bond and mor 
mW 1 f i ran} So with R. A that is Royal not the holding of real estate. The yes . 
i i ¥ i \ i Mas , I tal | offi iti ledged ¢ Sé rity, it rue, fo 
i es t nam f rrade, arank. If I am right in || the debt, but they proceed by s¢ ot 
it i VicMurdy,’ my comprt ion ¢ what IS meant it means tate, and they cannot purchase it 1 ‘ 
: R. A that of “G re GC. Whit nothing butthat. Itcan have no legal effect what- || That would be the effect of it, and I do ; 
me, ») strike out “*S. P. ROS., ty-s 1} ever, and Ido not think it assists any in identity. || they ought to be allowed to deal with reg 
di A.A.R of *Z.D. G Theret I move to strike all that out. Mr. JOHNSON. The provision |i 
man,’ to stri pee Mr. \ NTHONY. 1 hope these titles will not || porations in the amount of real estate 1 
‘tWwsk, ral a ) “,. Dubs a. dD tricken out. They are certainly pe rfect y be permitt d to hold is often accomps 
after the nar f**W.M yith,’’ to t) harm , ar d we all know or « isily ¢ an know provision that they may be permitted to } 
“RA { “G.W.] one whatthey mean. K.T., [ know, means Knight || amount upon mortgage. This in ; 
to . ‘ t ** ie \ ? l {ter t I I Templ r; R.A. meat Royal Ar h; and somé pose to be acharitable one almost ex 
‘James S z tees of these men are known to all Senators; some are || There was a time in the near of 
\] CONNESS | ) vw how vit { known tome; exceedingly respectable men; and when it was supposed t be polit . 
\ ve tl : t I should think we had better give them their act || gave ri etoaparty, as we know, powert 
i tor 1 Ver t t he of incorporation precisely in the way they wantit. || time; but it soon died out because it | ud 
would to of Mr.COLLAMER. Whatisthe nece sityand || to support it. The whole objectof the s - § 
u ’ rly 5 Li propriety of having these titles inthe bill? Sup- || charity, I have no doubt. Under th 
ti l better pose one of them is a justice of the peace, will || tion they are to have a capital of not ex 
re | t) = is umend ' " him J.P.? $300,000; and that they will invest, after 
m be Mr. AN THO! NY. Perh ips if I were to draw Ing themselves with a house » In Some sy 
| rose, however, rather to make as estion || the a, myself | should leave these titles out, but || and it might be advantageous for then 
than to com: ton ext wy | 1 of || Tsee no | ible objection to gratifying the peti- || in real estate by way of mortgage. The§ é 
my irs 1 f Verm . i 3 pel } ex- tioners in this re ect. We know these titles therefore, had better modify his amend 
t linary equ s. [makethe sug- |) mean nothingdisloyal, or unchristian, or improper Mr. DOOLITTLE. 1 do not think 
gestion tot rof the . the Sc r from in y way whatever, and I would give them their || ment wh = l offered is liable to the o 
lowa, that 1 of introdu rand passing by || act of incorporation precisely in the way they || raised by t » honorable member from M 
Conger a special act of 1 rporation of t wantit, so long as there is no impropriety in it. os ck shiek teat when money is loa 
kind, he § yu troduce a gene Ww iort Mr. DAVIS. I Suppose most of the Senators bond taken and a mi rigage given by way 
in rporati tf benevolent 3 Wi » tine know that there are s veral orders of masonry. || curity, that constitutes i holding of re 
Dist Lot ¢ noMm, under Ww nh Gil Ss0- “RR, A.’ indicat 3, according to the opinion of Mr. JOHNSON. The mortgaye¢ 
cietles may ze and have cor ite 1 . |, the Senator from Vermont, truly, Royal Arch. || estate. 
It is very ) vo tha my State we have The retention of these letters may be nec ssary for Mr. DOOLITTLE. The mortgagee 
a gener bee ; LM ler which pei the purpose of identifying the order of masonry || hold the legal estate. 
who se it under the rov of the t that is to be incorporat d here, but so far as the Mr. JOHNSON. Yes, he does, after f 
may acqu te rigirts if they were || initials characterize the different officers of any Mr. DOOLITTLE. That is not t 
spt y corpo. lbya rf Legislature order of masonry, they are of no concern or im- || lawof the country, certainly. If 
It appears to m that would be t proper || portance whatever, because the chartergranted by || of Maryland, and would be the law 
way to reach t ,and avoid the conse Congress, or by any legislative assembly, would |} trict, (though that is not the law of all the § : 
quences of am rent sare now} ling || not create these officers. But asthe Senator from || North,lam quite sure,) | will modify th 
moved by my ft from Vermont. Ido not Rhode Island says, they can do no harm. ment. 
know wh r | | conscientiously vote for Mr. TRUMBULL. Do they alter the legal Mr. JOHNSON. The law may hay 
the amendment that he pi 3, certainly not || effect? | tered by statute in some States, 
u x er than | lo Mr. DAVIS. Not at all, but it may be import Mr. DOOLITTLE. I know such is 
lami juest of formation. antin this view: there are whatare called mal lawin mostof the New England States or in W 
Mr. COLLAMER In making a grant to A, Arch Masons, Knights Templar, Knights of St. | consin; but a word can be inserted in tl 
b, C, iD, ( rators, we never u ny John, and many other orders. The initialsthen || ment which will exclude any such idea 
tit { ’ men, It may b ne- would express those orders, and would be neces- |} Mr. JOHNSON. The legal estat 1 
Lire ppre i »>m hn their | ot resi- sary for th purpose of ider tifying the order to rily in the mortgage »,and the mortgag . 
dence, in ord y make certain thelr identity, but |) receive the benefit of the act of incorporation. || subject to the sunset ae mort f 
nott L iuiess therel mething ollicia Mr. TRUMBULL. That is the very point. That is the whole interest of the mort 
about 1 l miay grant to A, B, Sec- || D the bill incorporate the order, or does it in- || error into which the honorable member 
retary of S - that is a tit CNoWwn i v:; but) corporate the individuals? if it be an error, as I think it is, arises f 3 
I would ail lire,” or **p ral,’’ on Mr. DAVIS. It incorporates the individuals || forgetting that in such cases the lega , 
5 any ol t f tit pany mand ranting |) in the particular order. a se individuals might || in the mortgagee and the equitable estat 
an act of incorporation, ask for acharter fora Blue Lodge ora Red Lodge, || mortgager. 
Mr.GRIMES. As me to be serious about |) the Royal Arch or the Knights Templar or any Mr. DOOLITTLE. A sentence mig 
this ball, | will state frankly tothe Senate that in the other order of masonry. ‘The effect of some of |! added to the amendment which would 1 a er 
lirst ice I did not drawitand Lamnota Mas n, these letters is to ide ntify the order in which the y this provision extend to mortgages, 
alth ugh | proy d, in answer to the suggestion || are organized. I think the re is no need for any The PRESIDING OFFICER. The & 
of the Senator trom Maine, that if he would move ||) objection to these initials; the y do no harm. is at liberty to modify his amendment. 
to go executiy lw empt to Vir. GRIMES. I trust we shall have a vote Mr. ANTHONY. The whole am , 
ex in whatthese initials are. Bat this bi was ither for or against the proposition; I do not care corporation 1s allowed to hold is only & - 
drawnup by gentiemen who are membersof this |) which way. Ido not see any necessity for putting ‘ 
association, and they desire it to passed for the The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question || tion on it. 
purpose tor W if have stated. I unde: | is on the amendment proposed by the Senator Mr. JOHNSON. That is the capi 
thatt initials designat me particular officer |} from Vermont. They may go on increasing, they ma) os 
in ¢ ve ot e lodges, as, for instance, the The amendment was avreed to. lending it, and the interest may accrue 
“= hed te Bat a 9 i. os a = a nite Mr. DO LITTLE. There is no limitation in 1 ee ee I modify the am 
a e iin eit tien Aeiakatene on am tee Oe the amount of real estate which may || catenin aa P Mi 
cam ,or v tever it may ul d the pur- be held nor the Slag. : for which it ere ners Provided Said body-politic —_ have no power! M 
0 1 { { imcs 1 t il wh ver th of ee “pga If we are o BORE POrale i | chase or hold any real estate ex< plsuci ast 2 S : 
: tell hanes ite officer. end subetnute u ere o ight to ¢ a limitation of that sort, that | for the purpose of erecting @ mas sonis hall tort from | 
2 . whe ; thal th real es tate Vhich tney are permitted to pur- || of holding the meetings ot its membe rs ae’ 
manag ethwofficer who salt || Ch8se shall be for the purpose of erecting a ma- | action uf their business but this provision « 
« adi » shia B01 ic hall, nd having a place to transact their fonds ape eaten security. ar tMa 
Mr. TRUMBULL. ‘The Senator from Lowa || ©" nay ’ ary ee eee amendment | Mr. TRUMBULL. Before the vote is 
“ wmet au ithatis che very point; |; ca ; | on that amendment, which I think is very per 
would that be the lega f it Where you Prot » Phat said body-politic shall have no power I desire to suggest that it is usual in ai ; 5 nied 
. : to purchase or hold any real estate except such as may be |} —— oo : , Murd y 
ine ! persons, Bb. B. Fy: h, Robert Me- t 


d tor the purpose of erecting a masonic hall for the || rations, even for charitable purposes, 


“ U 
; Ree re - Ive Shem |) pe of holding the meetings of its members, and for the |! amount of real estate which may be he ~ Grand 
1 - ) rauion simply Lhies per- transaction of their business. | It is certs un ly 80 in my State. l des and ” 
BONS Named, and wW 1 the grant extend to an- Mr. GRIMES. I suppose the Senator from || | the attention of the Senator from Ww a 
OLneE 5 Pwho had t uitached to him? |! Wisconsin is aware that this isa charitable asso- || the seventh section to see if it 1s ! , ia 
[tis not the tile that you rporate, is it?) I |) ciation, and his proviso, as I understand it, would || that his amendment should be framed & W 
I 


eponit to the Senator trom lowa whether that prevent this incorporation from investing any of | ferently. On reading the seventh seco: Dy 


= Se! Whet er the legal cflect would not be pre- |, their surplus money in real estate from which | be observed that— Ch 
cisely the same if ail these words were left out! they would derive a revenue to be expended in || = “ The officers and members of the several mas 4 ton R 
Mr. GRIMES. Very likely charitable purposes; and I do not know but that | 1 mumed in the first section of this é sg danger’ Aes M ; 
, : : : se e dl wodies- politic , ‘“ount 
Mr. TRUMBULL. If so, the Senator from |! it would a vent them from taking a mortgage. |} ™@de, separately and individually, bode riven in said O° ei 
V . » alan Sal | poraie, and by their individual name, as 4 are inc 
ermont IS Cieal ay right. as Mr. DOOLI © hoe l do not think it “would | section, may ste au d be sued, pleac i and be im 4 Senay . 
Mr. COLLAMER By K.T.1 suppose they || prevent their loaning money on bond and mort- || any court of law or equity of compete nt juri 





1 16. 


LS") i 
3 givell ins 
dbe iW} 

nt jurisal 


1864. 


of taking und holding real and person ul 


v hav and use cach a common seat. and 
' 


same at pleasure, and be entitied to use 


arate and individually, all the powers, 
W incident LO such Corporallo 
the persons named is made a cor- 


iV and midivi ually, and with a 
ii, and authorized to purchase and 
j rs il estate. 
HOOLITTLE. That section ought to be 
\ FOSTER Noton! 


se who existin the 


r those ] are ns } 
y those whoare named, 
» Districtand are not 
ilso have the sam 


y the ninth section & 
who may be 


re: and also all those admit- 
yt ird of trustees. 

Ml UMB ULL. I did not look at that. It 

me that the seventh section is very singu- 
worded. 

\] ‘GRIMES S 

this bill, it seems to me, or else ] do 

m rehiend it. 

seventeen lodges and consistories and 

ts in this District. 


is first to incorporate 


There is a strange misappre- 
I understand there are six- 


The purpose of 
each of those dif- 
associations and lodges, and then to unite 

in one common association for the pur- 
race mplishing one general object; thatis, 

tion of a te mple. Now the purpose of the 
isto declare that the officers and mem- 
several masonic bodies, not the indi- 


section 


members of each masonic lodge, but * the.! 


s and members,’’ speaking of them collect- 
_ “of the several masonic bodies named in 

t section of this act are hereby created and 
separately and individually, bodies-poli- 
Perhaps ‘the word ** individually’ > ought 
stricken out. It does not refer to each in- 

ial member of each one of these sub-corpo- 

r s, but to the individual corporations them- 
iat compose the grand aggregate whigh is 

to a nplish this purpose that they all have in 
li—that is, to erect a masonic te mple. lt 

says * by their individual name.’? What indi- 
: The individual name which has 
recognized in the first section as the name of 
dg of which the y are the maste r, or the 
ster, or whatever distinction they mi ay 

lescribed by in the first section of the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


son thea 


viuu names 


The question 
mendment proposed by the Senator 
fro Wi sconsin, 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr -DOOLIT LE. Inrelation to the seventh 
8 { see no necessity for it. I must confess 
t that section it seems to me there are about 
seventeen acts of incorporation. Itis the most 
ehensive section | ever saw put into a law, 


| bet . Itsays that ‘the officersand members 
several masonic bodies named in the first 
on of this act are hereby created and made, 


uely an id individually, bodies-politic and 
Mr. GRIMES. In orderto meet the Senator’s 
n, 1 will move to strike out the words 
licers and members of ”’ and say ‘* the sev- 

“I nic bodies 
M “DO LIT TLE. 


That does note hange the 


tam told. I think there are twenty-two 
‘OSTER. There are over twe nty. 
; DOOL ITTLE. P erhaps this section bears 
struction whichis civen toit by the Senator 
irom 1 wa; that is, that the corporations which 
re created here do not refer to the particular in- 
luals wh are named, but to the associations 
t Masons which are nam« d separately in the first 
of til The first section re ads, ** that 
b Freel neh, of the Grand arn nt of the 
4 States of America, K. T.; Robert Me- 
utdy, of the General Grand R. A. 
G ited States; George C. Whiting, of the 
7 _- Consist ory of a ’ -S. P.R.S., thirty-sec- 
re aeree, A, A. R.; L. Stevens, of Osiris 
f Perfection Hho. ia, A. R.; ~ D. Gil- 
W of Wa 7 ngton ¢ eens e pe. T.; 
D.K iT 7 weer, Cc olumbia ¢ 4 rte ry, U. 
> Bes »-M. Smith, of Columbia R. A. 
ton R tNo.15; W.G. Parkhurst, of W ashing- 
Mo . A, Chapter No. 
ms int Vernon R.A.C hapter No. 20:"’ &e. »&e., 
Seater hon ated, ‘T he constr uc tron which the 
t rom lowa gives is that it is not B. B. 


THE 


There are still sixteen or seventeen of 


Chapter of 


16; Jame 3 Steelle, of 


CONGRESSION 


French, Robert Me Murdy 
&c., who are made a body 


Mr GRIMES 


, Georg C. Whiting, 
politic, | 


If the Senator has any scru- 


| s 0 S { | ro St to ke out tt 
words ** members of’ in the first 
i | i ’ it n, ith n 
it Wl r . * severa I S vd 

na di first 1 of tl ul reby 
created,’’ & ind then if the S rd es it 


I will limit the am unt of real est ul 
ea *h h y] I 
Mr. DOOL IT rLeE. 


That creates, then, under 


this seventh se yn, over twenty different incor- 
porations under different masonic names and titles 
here in the District of Columbia. 


Mr. GRIMES. That is very true. 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. And it 


j 


power to hold real 


rives to each the 


ind personal estate, and to 
make their own rules pre ribing the « iIsposiuon 
of their property, both real and personal. 

Mr. JOHNSON. And there 
as to the 

Mr. DOOLITTLI 
to the stock, and 1 
and und ition created might buy 
sf city of Washington, run all the hotels in the 

ty, and perhaps all the 

"he. FOSTER. If the 
ninth section he wi 
in the first section are thus incorporated as he 
suggests, over twenty, but the ninth section pro- 
vides that all those existing in the District that 
are not nam d are also incorporated; and then for 
the future all those whom the board of trustees 
ear rated 

named 


is no limitation 
stock. 

There is no limitation as 
» limitation as to real estate; 
er this the corpor 


banking establishments. 


Senator willlook at the 
see thatnotonly those named 


admit hereafter shall 


also be incor; 
and have the same privileges as those 
; ; 
the first sect 


Mr. GRI MES I propose an amet 


_ l- ‘ 
strike out the w rds ‘ 


dment to 
yficers and members of”’’ 
in the first line of the seventh section, so that it 
will read: 

That the several masonic bodies 
tion of this act, & 

The amendment was 

Mr. HOWARD. If it be in order I will move 
to recommit the bill to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. DAVIS. hope the honorable Senator will 
permit me to maki I underst 
bill as creating one generalageregate corporation 
of Masons; and in add 

} 


it as Incorporating al 


named in the first se 


acreed to. 


a remark, and this 


ition to that, | understand 


the other associate congre- 
gationsof Masons. In my own State, for instance, 
there are ont hundred and fifty lodges. If a prop- 
osition had been adopted by the Legis] 
that State similar to one feature of the bil } 
now under consideration, it would incorporate the 


whole of those one hundred and fifty lodges in 
| 





one instead of having one hundred and fifty 


bills for that purpose I see no ol jection toth ut. 

I will state the reason why th 
corporation. All these m isonic lodges are emi- 
nently charitable institutions. They sometimes 
have funds on hand, but nevertoa large amount. 
Those funds are distributed in charity from time 
to time as the 


y desire an 1n- 


needs of the members connected 
with the different lodges and their families require. 
Their treasurers sometimes have the custody of 
these funds. If there is 
the treasurer loans 
acter, a 
ual. He 


a loss to the | 


dé sire al 


no act of Incorporation 
them in his individual char 
1d takes a note to himself as an 
sometimes proves a defaulter, and caust 
deve of which heisamember. They 
° } ae 
oration in order that, as they 


individ- 


pactotrinco) 


accumulate funds, and as they desire to make a 
littl profit out of them there is no immediate 
call for their distribution in works of charity, 


they may be loaned by the corporate name of the 
lodge for its efit, and not in the 
individual officer who may prove ¢ r. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Crark.) 
The que 
bi l. 
Mr. HOWARD. I do not make the motion 
vith any intent to prejudice the measure which 
is now before the Senate, but for 


name of an 





| 


stuion Is on the motion to recommit the 


submitting it again to the consideration of the 
Committee on the Distriet of Columbia, in order 
that they may reform tt, if it needs reformation, 
and make such impr 
as they may see fit. 
amendment. 
incorporating such a great number of lodges at ont 


swoop asare incladed inthis bill, Inthe first place, 


yvements inthe phraseology 
I certainly think it needs 


I am notable tosee the necessity of 


AL GLOBE. 


ture of 


he purpose of 


LL39 


mentioned by name inthe 
of the bill; and that section declare 
dividual 


therea 


are nineteen lodg Ss 
first section 


that the it s named therein are recognized 


in the act as a board of trustees representing the 
several masonic bodies before named: and OSE 
Several trustees named in e fir ction of the 
bill are incorporated themselves i r body 
itic and corporate by the name of the M 
Hall a ‘ iat Olli. 

In the seventh section of the bill there is 
ther proceeding in the nature as it would seem of 


a sort of sub-incorporation or the creation of n 
nor corporations subject to the large one goin Vv 


Masonic Hal! Association \ 


these lodges, the nineteen mentioned in the fi 


the name of the 


section, are created separate and distinct sub 
porations, sul 
to the one mentioned in the first section of t] 
bill. As has been ver 
ator from Connecticu 


rrdinate in some de erree certa 


ly said by the Si 
t, Section nine 


y proper 
extends the 
privilege of incorporation to any lodges within 
the District that may hereafter see fit to appl: 
the trustec s; so that there is no end of the num 
ber of corporations that may exist under this bill 
Is it worth while for Congress to grant this un 
usual privilege of self-incorporation? It seems to 
me not. need of itatall. The bill 
itself contains no limitation of the time during 
which these several corporat isSmay be neNis 
ence. They are perpetual ¢ rporations, if | 
derstand the bill corr etly, like the grand corpo 
ration known as the Masonic Hall Corporation 
I believe there is no limitation as to time. UI 
am mistaken in this, the Senator from lowa can 
correct me. 

In order to reach the object I really desire, that 
is, the granting of sucha charter as may be proper 
and necessary, | submit the 


| can see no 


motion to recomm 
the bill to the Committee on the District of Co 
lumbia, 


I do not see that the measure can be 
pre judiced | y it. l 
t 
t 


pieasure if} 


should vote for it with great 
could be brought before us in an 
improved form. ° 


The motion to recommit was agreed to, 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 
A message from the House of Representativ: 
by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced that 
the Speaker of the 


signed 


Liouse of Representatives had 
an enrolled joint resolution (H.R. No. 
ze the Seere tary of the ‘Treasury to 
anticipate the payment of interest on the public 
debt, and for other purposes; which was ther 
signed by the Vice President. 


STREET RAILROAD IN WASHINGTON 
Mr. MORRILL. I now ask the Senate to 


sideration of Senate bill No. 54 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill (S. No. 54) to incorporate the Met- 
ropolitan Railroad ——o in the Di atrict ot 
Columbia. It proposes to create Alexander R. 
Shepherd, Richard Wallach, Lewis Clephar 
Samuel.P. Brown, Nathaniel Wilson, Joseph L 
Savage, and William i Rapley, and their asso- 
ciates and assigns, a body corporate, under the 
name of the Metropo i in Railroad Company, 
with auth rity to construct and lay down a dou- 
ble-track railway, with the necessary switches 
and turnouts, nthe city of Wa shineti mn, 
District of Columbia, th and along the fol- 
lowing avenues and streets: C 


37 )} to author 


upon 


} roceed to the col 


In the 


, through 
ommencing at the 
yunction of A street north oa, New Jer sey ave- 
nue, at the north side of the Capitol; along the 
east side of New Jerse yavenue to D street nort 
along D street north and alor x C street north and 
Indiana avenue to the intersection of D street north 
with along Indiana avenue, D 

to Fifth street 
west: along Fifth street west to F street north 
along F street north to Fourteenth street west; 
alone Fourteenth street west to G street north; 
street north to Fifteenth street west; along 
Fifteenth street westand Pennsylvania avenue to 
Seventeenth street west; 
westto I 


‘* 


Indiana avenue; 
street north and Louisiana avenue 


alongG 


along Seventeenth street 
along | street north, act 

Pennsylvania avenue, to the junction of New 
Hampshire avenue and ‘Twenty-third street wes 


street north; 


thence alone New Hampshire avenue to the Cir- 
“he Also, a double or single track branch rail- 
way, commencing at i of D street 
north and New Jersey avenue; along New Jer- 


sey avenue to Massac husetts avenue; al long Mas- 
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i Hi = =~ 
a BH HH rt and @ r tl i x } inv whi ‘ I irts tor the purpose of regqutr 
Rte f el w eo cnow how fara rform fthedu fthis« 
‘ : ons convey- td y necessity for 
a ‘ S ' el » railroad car. tion Ther may be non ces tv a 
( vest 1 | f rth, « ne witl Mr. TEN EYCK I stated before that in pur- || exercise of any such right on the part 
: | e-track roav +t Seventeenth vest f original custom in relation to car- but I can conceive a state of things wi 
ey 4 r [| street north to New Yorth ve i r ring oe city ha ilready imposed a tax upon render it highl y important and nev 
New Yorkavenue t J } A t la r the cars now running on the Pent syivania avenue should have some right to appea ever 
: Ninth street we { he Wa , with road, and the company have paid it without anv f justice in the city, in order to compe! t 
ti rf nding ir lat difficulty. Some individuals, however, have raised porators to perform their duties unde; 
any mie ne Ni et W tt \I I tt I P i i the n th Lhe! might e a dispute created Mr. ANTHONY. I willaskt S 
. y M street , Pent treet w : j ior it si tinasmuch as it was not expressly has charge of this bill ohn re iS @ Droy 
a r ‘J { t west e Wasl ; tated in tl t it rporating the other road; || making the charter subject to the futur 
W t , ! I ? f lin ler to make t matter ¢ ir, | have, at Congress? 


Iraw ‘ ‘ Ox Inst { t ity } ri oO! th Mr. MORRILL. The re is. 
er fix nger,foranyd ! iment. ; ras Mr. ANTHONY. Then I think t 


‘ e tern f r of t vs, The amendment was agreed to. ion is hardly desirable; but if i 
Or veen tne either of the bra : Mi r. TEN EYCK. I have another amend- chart rit seems to me we ought to mak 
wat f W rte is of the smainhs te tion five, line six, after the word || Pearly alike, and then pass an amendatory jay 
wry ( is of « ft hra ‘avenues,’ to insert the words “‘and the sewer- || @Pplicable to both. I should like to pro; 
aa “ig 1 , et wand ea Seen ac tak Me eee es ae amendment to this charter, but [ hardly 
re : That n ing in this act all prevent the Government at do so unk ss it can be made applical et 
t W ny tim itt ir tion, from lteri g the grade r ot r company. [ think when the e mpanv { 
T} , © of th n y is to be not || wise improving venues and streets occupied by said || provide passengers with seats the fare | 
« ant or! ret five | d th | r Is, ort t f Washington ft 1 SO altering _ inn be lowered Were culate th e fare. W 
‘ rs. hare f fifty las h. and they || ! | e ae ae r atc r sand the sewerage thereof |} 5, is worth soupel h to ride oe engeth of t 
et ve a el its and privileees usually ae : Pas ; “sn or as far as the passenger chooses to go, | 
; . a lla ' a tlniae ‘ Mr. MORRILL. l have noo jection to that it ought not > balun Gane Wt hae ; 
; Phe Committ n the District of Colu Lre- wp a NN a ae |} seats for all the passengers. ‘T 
' norted bill w mend nts, the first of wl io. aonees aeEEwE was aereed - ; should pay something, perhay 
T ction one. e five. to ert ar th Mr. TEN EYCK. I cannot foresee to what stands; and then a man can ride or not, 
{ : aa torsthe { a ynersons: ** Frank- ex itt rovislol 3 of the sixteenth section may fit. But I do notlike to nut sucha \ 
a | I » Matthew G. FE , samuel Fowler, vl ed it I can imagine that very serious || this charter without inserting it al 
J Littl, J.C. McK , Sayles J. Bowen, injury may wv lone to the rights of the chy uM and I hardly like to propose to an 
John H. Semmes, D. ¢ IE vy. 1 be lopted. I therefore move to strike || charter in this bill. 
: Ihe iendment w reed to. xteentn I in the following words: Mr.GRIMES. This isovera mu 
Mr. GRIMES. I move in that connection to || ,*! Se 
strik it tl name of Joseph L. Savage. ' ‘ ty Ww : | ; vat n, and th sa | corporati a tobenhe Mr. 8 PHONY. Yes, sir, that a ' nt 
Phe amendment we ivreed to. ted from doing any act or thing to hinder, delay, or think it is ver y desirable to have tw 
iin olin cicitealiainns salt in putiitien wants in bstruct the construction or operation of said railroad, as | I do not think one can do the busines 
section twelve, lit wenty-one, after the word ||, Te — |} not suppose t thi s will be by es 
Sanden ™™ ha: abies 5 a eedin Wh ase alamaliiacad It might well be that certain rights of the city | able as the other road; and if we } 
é e aa sit. indorsed ‘good’ by the || Might be inv ided by this company, and this sec- || restrictions and disabilities not in 
eal : al el vent bank || Hou would prevent the city from appealing even | other road, it may not be built tt | 
”. ; ee wr .. to the courts of law for the purpose of having any || know w hat are the probabilities of its 
a ag ; ; ‘s ae : ae red 3 or Having thelr rights protecte 1 in the but I suy pose the road will not be a vy y 
steht ahi teneenten thin tater tebet a ' so Sanaa aiden possible degree. It is proposed to pro- || able one. 
ing except money hibit them ** from doing any act or thing to hin- Mr. TEN EYCK. I do not u - 
The amendment was agreed to der, delay, or obstruct the construction or opera- || force of the argument of the Senator { R - 
> vals un bitin i ny || tion of said railroad.”’ Itseemsto me thereisno || Island. To go to the legitimate extent of - 
miptiom terale wenty-eivht. after the word || necessity! uly such provision; and it would || amounts to this: because you have che 
*fcom ny”? t trike out th follow r words: erhaps do great injustice to the interests of the |} company in the city of Washington, 
aie ii teal aes ction || city if it shou 1 be allowed to stand in the bill. charter may be filled with inaccuracies, 


imeen: and Gt the exelsation of one wear aher the of Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, I believe this || matters which were very essential may | ' 
ution of the compa the corporators herein 1 ed || section is precisely like the section in the bill in- || overlooked, therefore you cannot remedy . : 


ul ca tockholders of said company. corporating the former railroad company. I have || fects which have become apparent 
he amendment was agreed to. heard of no difficulty arising between the city and or which have suggested themselves t 


he nextamendment of the committee was in || the company on that account; and I can hardly || of legislators without interfering wit 


section thirteen, line six, after the word * direct- tonceive that any practical qu stion acai arise. || of kenrg other persons holding anoth [ 
ors’’ to strike out the following clause: The Senator from New Jersey should consider || I think, as nothing is perfect that is inv \ 
And the following-named corporators are hereby mad that in other portions of the bill this railroad com- || we ought to perfect as we go along, : 
and constituted « rs for the first year. namely: Alex pany is subjected in the location of its road to the || occurs to us. 
mab - aon Ne a ie ig SS See, city councils; and, furthermore, that in the im- I do not mean to continue ~~ discuss 
ame = eG po. Savage, provement of the streets, avenues, sewers, &c., || have brought the matter to the atten "i 
rhe amendment was acreed to ey are by positive provision of the act subject senate, which Is the guardian of. the city 5 M 
7 ‘ : to the control and direction of the city councils. particular; and as I think the section !s 
Mr. TEN EYCK, 1 desire to offer two or || Therefore I can conceive of no other interpretation prope r one, I have moved to strike \ 
three amendments to the bill In section two, to be putupon this section of the statute than that Mr. ANTHONY. Does this 
line five, after the word * property,’’ | move to || the mayor and common council shall not unneces- || to the construction of the road or tothe: ' 
insert words ** and to |i se for their vehicles wily interfere. There wascertainly no intention || tion and working of the road. 
or cars;’’ so that the section will read: to give the company a license to do any act which Mr. TEN EYCK. Only the cons 
’ Mhat said roads shall be deemed real estate, and they, to- || they were not authorized by this bill todo. As Mr. ANTHONY. ‘Then the provis 
sak Arty rage, shalt Piab "1 A aa Sa sar ee a at certain powers have been conferred on the city || as respects that charter probably would has . M 
‘ ners p rty. and to license for their vehi counciis to supervise to some extent the location || effect. 
eles irs ithe cities atoresaid, except as hercinafter and construction of this road, the intention of the Mr.GRIMES. Itapplies both t ) the 
prov committee was to negative the idea that they || tion and operation of the road. This 
Mr. M(¢ RAIL L wt 1 the Senator explain || should go anything beyond it; that, while they an exact transcript of the section of t! 
that amendmer I do not quite understand it. are permitted to supervise the location of the road, |; two years ago for the other corporat t M 
Mr. TE N K YC K. Yes,sir. The objectof it || to see that it does not unnecessarily incommode Mr. ANTHONY. Then [I think» 
is this: heretofore in th s city under the corpora- || the citizens in the streets and avenues and public || make the charters about alike, and amen 
tion laws all carriages or public vehicles have been || sewers, they shall not atthe same time be allowed || both by another bill. I should be in! 
su ‘t to a license of ten dollars for the purpose |} to do anything which will necessarily tend to the || striking this section out of this chart ‘ | 
of increasing the revenue for the city to be appro- || hinderance or delay of the work. That is the in- |) other too; but we should do itin asuppiemen'” M 


" priated ina way that any one can understand, |} terpretation [ put upon the section, and therefore || bill applicable to both. i 
The other company pay ihis lie nse, although i I do not see that it 1s obje ctione ie Mr. MORRILL. I desire to say a few W Th 
: “ this language is not expressly incorporated in ||} Mr. TEN EYCK. I do not prepess to ex- || in explanation of this provision of ti Mi 
Bea hy their charter; and to avoid any difficulty on that || tend the remarks on this sub yject, but I wish to || will be seen, as I believe I have already 
+f subject | propose this amendment that they shall || s a a word in answer to the Senator from Maine. |, that by the general provisions of the : 
a be subject to such licenses as carriages usually || Suppose this company should not observe the || construction and operation of this ros , 
me 7 : ; 


: are subjected to terms of this very charter in the location of their pany is subjected to the supervis! 


ie Mr. MORRILL. Idonotknow wl r there id or in the manner in which it is to be com- || council in very many particulars as to te © 

: j should be any objection to that or not. Itis a !; suppose they should utterly disregard it. || avenues, sewerage, &c. Consiuering : 
provision which was not contained in the r u By ; t f the act, the city would be pre- 4, the committee deemed it necessary age ° 
granted to the other company, and will bee its voice or appealing to the " provision that in the exercise of that powel 


~ 


FT er em 








f the com- 
vernment, 


\ ition of the charter 
rhtsof the city ge 
ld not support for a momentsuch 
thority the part of these in- 
cannot conceive for a momen 
sase of that kind. ‘The 
ive the power toapply to the courts 
company from committing il cal 
ts, and ] cannot conceive that th 


tion wouldsbe i 


‘ther 


on 





»ked as against 


lag that 
IGOR Lar 


TEN EYCK. There is one 
I will state. Suppose that, in 
this company 

ijarger portion of thi 

vided for by tl 

ie building of edific 
y inthe city; o1 
treets with their « 


or use of this road, 
Streets ol 
ity « irter 


ruc- 


we ¢ 
and const 
they sh 
irs, they not bein 
, uffer them to stand there, thus inter- 
W public travel, &c., in the city. This 
reve ” the city from taking any 
the publ St 
use. I am not fa- 
= = do not intend to tak 
eady taken mor 
y far; te | caesar it we 
) yrought to the attention of 


submit it to their consid- 


Ose ould 





oO} r ) keep reetsS 


vel itt 


S en for public 


S te, and 


Il now 


[ ndmént was agreed t 
\i EN E YCK. Ihave one other amend- 
In order to meet the objections 
raised that we are incorporating 
different from those 
other « harter, I propose toadd at the 
cond section what I 


ve bee 


provisions 


con- 


send to the 


District of 


Chat all other corporations in the 
t I purposes sh ill be 


inized for like 


sé as pre videdin this section. 
[ Iment was agreed to. 
Mr. MORRILL. Lam instructed by the Com- 
; 


of Columbia to move at 
tion one, line forty, to strike ou 
rt ** Twelfth,’’ and also in lin 
‘Tenth’? and insert 
the clause will 

e of extending the sa 
g Ninth street west, to 
to ‘Twelfth 


out 
1 : so that 
id braneh road at 
M street north, along 


street west, and along ‘Twelfth 


x 
A ment was agreed 
Mr. MORRILL. In the same line I move to 
strik the words ** to the Washington canal,’’ 


und Maryland avenue to the Po- 


Mr. JOHNSON. Isu 


MA ervest to the Senator from 
Mi ere Ils nNoW a railroad down Mary- 
Mr. GRIMES. «This would strike Maryland 


the intersection of ‘T'welfth street, and 
be more than a hundred yards 


as OLTD r= 
" . tLiLNSON, It is to go down to the Po- 


“7 ORRILL. On Twelfth street. 
MM GRIMES No. Twelfth street strikes 
davenueaboutahundred yards, | should 
m th Sais » and the only distance it 
) ide of the goad on Maryland 
“nue would aden distance. 


JOHNSON. 


SW 


: | wished to know what ef- 
uid have on the other road. Do you 
Y that they use the same track the 


M MORRILL. No 


sir, 
- JOHNSON. 


The *n you should s 
ere with the ot ther road 
re ndme nt was agreed to. 

TEN EYCK. There was ther 
hendy that l omitted. It is in section sev- 
eight, after the word ° ‘dollars, ne 

words ** to said comp any,’ 


P and t 
a vered and dispose do fas Sata 


Cnaihies in s said city. 
AE ¢ of this amendment is to give the 
hive dollars for injuring the property of 


it is 
ihe ame 


one 


é . ~ 
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yins lof tot} ; pany W he: , then, mes this com uint Duo 
| s 
\a 
Ye 4 \ { , i 
I >! I ; i I l n | 3 
MN n! ry ¢ t ) from ¢ W . 
I Ke g l dam » tl Vv. t | { W ir ! 'sG 

] y rriv Vv t } V h ° o to thru tit ( l 
addi t t We Il s ’ S \A y ) W K W 1 I \ t 
they shouid \ I think its i ) W ed Or does 1 ine n t Ki 
the city treasury pay the ¢ ! is tax mentality W h,inits pr ! , bas done i 
of the. \ to di ud um rac I Vv, 

Tl W reed me! yist vated 

Mr. SUMNER | rdetr ; cal elel nt 
into | ! yw t last ral 1 bill « ‘ Sir, theoniy compla hat has ever been heard 
Sena at fi I t ime amet! ment W ii | 3 LD 5 > a railing tomy 1 rm 
tel d | ~and W ict tv eremembe wn ierel { su cl,is that some k W 
id ted, | elev 1 « lbave 1e@ COO ! Wi ! nim ( | f AU 
of the S rfi n ivi whot hares il tl! V. 1 wor i , © 3 i 
bill, It is to add ection fourteen the f W i de himself into a « 1 was turn it 
ing proviso, which I s Lo Chau Ha ig my Otner COM yf I) 

Py Chat the shia ! regu.ations exclud t Has there been a 1 1 
n I in iT e t W litte in 1 oft t L) , « } 

Mr. SAULSBURY. M dent, v t wi! of th | ‘ $ i is 
question w ! i ‘ by | D t, th t m an i rd 
Senator from M ts to { i ! i l i ) nod ! i ) 4 iy 
the Dis rict { l qu mo iw, a Not ° That l l ) \ 
to the power of t XIS ralit I ) l a . 1d col t il | 
in this Distr . rom the « tha mn Ay 5 | ef 
ol people, respo f m es ved t | i n 

rt A t i i i i »p W i W ‘ x 


to n it, t ’ 
ii d, V1 JOHNS W itv l illo! W hat t eapy ddre a \) 
noto V Known e Senate l » th W : ( Del ea for \ l \ $ 
country, seemed by ver to | I be incorporated i ed t en 
hat opinion. I: remark ted by Am ns Sir, let th 
and I do 1 submit my judgmen ry know, le€ it ev >» home to Massacl : 
Aral t ti it iuminat 31 he | wh ide eem to be conti ne 
LW as ex t ! } hat « oO} ‘ atl yf s country, and who seem to 
I did, however, y dis t fr Lany running tl machine of Governme thi 
such idea as flaw. I dissentfrom es! time, that no appe has be-n made to 
it Now American Senate or the C { of the Uni 
It is true, very industrious man, a States for any such risia ! t L 
perhaps not hav ivated my profession to it go forth to the country t atif you adopt this 
the degree that | 1, lmay not to form umendment you doit from no consideration ofany 
or express a cor! t nion oO the question of existing grievan - vou lo it uy mm no petitior { 
law involved; but Id yun my settled || any wk man orany white womanof the United 
judgm n V humbly ¢ yed ~ you do it simply on-account of a letter 
pathway of t wenty ye , that that written by negro and read in the Senate of ‘ 
co ra ! \ I e tra . | | States on a former « } That 
pt of v I rs f he ve} y basis for your pi di | lation 
ance of | s Loft ind pi yrvidedthey ~ . 1 | W la considered ultra ret 
supply sul fot rence to my V i Se questions ’ 
people traveli \ 1 way, no pe is L have t ( | ry before, the. } 
( um lam i m from \ ») per ently attem oO! I] « i ) 
the fact that they d rom rta irs cer- Introduce measure which 3 their very nature 
tain classes of If e! I k why ure ilated to bring out ial and al 
do you find in yout ‘ juality among the races, and which a j 
cre ng t ( I iSS, ; 1 ol y th \ rauy race and \ { m 
and third-cla Why » you find || t } that is the intent and mea f 
rs provided ir reulroa r emign our leg ion, are not the true friends of that 
called emigrant cars, cars for t accommodation ubordinate race. - If your schemes could be e: 
‘ladies accompr l bye n ,and cars for || ried out,if you could accomplish your purposes, if 
ventlemen nota n nie buy jad yf Asaques- y could bring about the establishment of y it 
tion of iW, th re, nd ° t I 1¢ 1 é iallve and social as the tora r ideas 
poration,in my 3 the pow | of t country, fifty years would not pass away 
lecal right to exclude from conveyance upon any || before the truthful historian cea record that 
cars which t yl y ae ( ; iass of | r- the worst enemies of that abtiel race were your- 
sons, provided y \ i t number of \ Under the control, under the govern- 
cars for then t inder the superintend: ( he su 
This is i prop rporat "i race, they have neni a ll ala Lve 
the bill under « leration proposes to creat een happy beyond the experience ofany< sof 
shall not have the right to make any 1 rey- | of inferior.character t tI world’s his 
ulation as this, which, in my judgment, tl tory has shown in the past; but, sir, carry ou 
existing corporation now have a right to mak: your ideas, once bring them tnto that positi 
and it press ils, thereiore, a sim quesuion of your leg ill co templat of 1 the mi roful 
propriety ldres d to us as ig ilors. mir, story which wi read of the poor Indian, who, ft m 
allow me to express my surpri natthere shouid rita \ he white 1 , has ilmost become 
be such a strong disposition manifested on the extinet, will be thei 
part Ol white me and the representatives oi Vi 5 Le ! ropose to exter { i yat | 
men to ride in cars withnegroes. Hasany whit " here | now, in my place in the § te 
person if the District of ( imbia, or any white United States,anda American Set . 
person visiting MS City ymr led in th mn imy judgmer ! 
least from tl la that h i ne t seated \ 0 atti i ! ntof ’ f 
side of a negro any one of the cars Wal tnat d ul God I 
Has any gentleman, any man who was born a || 1 the m t orest and I see the g uk 
gentleman, or any man who has the instincts of || spreading tts branches to the sky, sothatt i 
a gentleman, felt himself degraded from the fact Liven Mayt und chirp their so: scr y 
that he was not honored by a seat by the side of || and happily within its boug! Imm ¥ 
some free negro? Has any lady in the United || a rside of it Lsee the hut ver 
States felt herself ved from the f t she vas destined by nature or by G - 


was not honored w the company of Miss Di- me ihe equal of that oak S 
aah or Miss Chloe o~ board these 


cars? “Why did 


ing the wisdom of Providence, may say 





ee 


eae 
om” Rtas ar baw 


ie 





pot the God of nature make that feeble-sprout 
equaltot tmajesticoak??’ Myansweri »**Itis 
‘the ordination of God’s providence.” 
», when I consider the different races of men, 
( erve the dillerent ewradations of life, ind se¢ 
white man, with his noble intellect, wit $ 
icity fordevelopment, with his native energies, 
his constant improvement, with the lights that 
he has thrown upon the pathway of humat ite, 
VA { rreatachievemel I nas accot ed, 
| ilasan oral f Providence When 
| we | » i ‘ r pathway in ¥ t 
r race | rawled through life, and their 
ty to elevate them ves to that same po 
| receive it, a it ough my old fashioned 
noto of theology {the ways of God to man 
i nformable present views, yet l accept 
} } true evidences of their native inferiority; 
vi I see such a be ras that, who, by hisown 
tory and life, and by every evidence of his ¢ \- 
ty Ww lh he has given to mankind, has shown 
impossibility of his nature to rise to such po- 
ns and to achieve ich results, [ accept it 
in ind mn ofthe ways of Provid ice to 
mal d iting that great « ré r law 
i I e P Vit ce Whi ( ilat rac 
even of nlient e1imngs, ay, r, veIng With im- 
mortal souls, just as much as I e that law indi- 
ited in the ina mate works of nature 
Perha 3, r. | hav aid enough on this occa 
If you pa his amendment, you do it not 
m any evidence before you of any public in- 
enience. If you pass it, you doit not be- 
cause there \ rle being of your race who has 
ked you to do lf you do it, therefore, you 
fo it simply with a view of att mpting to make 
niversal that Kiy sentimentatity which un- 
{i nately for our country has had too much to 
lo W h il I I roubl 
Mr. President, inthe silent moments of thought 
I have sometime onsidered this quesuon: does 
ir pr ent position, and the spectacle which we 
tin the eyes of the world, find a parallel in 
tory of any other peoy who have gone 
bef us? I knowof no civilized people on earth 
W ive heretofore so p rsistently labored either 
» raise to their own elevation an inferior race or 
to d ide them ves to the equality of an infe- 
rr we have done in the last three years. 
rut 1 ! lude the fi Ww remark | have felt ealled 
up by the introduction of this amendment to 
it to the Senate on this occasion by simply 
ying that, although [ may not have read the 
history of nations or the proeress of civilization 
nt, or tudied as thoroug! yas I should have 
e the history of mankind in all ages of the 
world, when tl history of our times shall be 
, we shall be regarded, and justly regarded, 


an exception to ie Whole human family man 


i nal ‘ lu Ly INSAl e, effort to ¢ yual- 

with or elvesaninferiorrace. Posterity will 
y it was the most insane attempt ever made in 
Vy civil d ) t y to bring about an ¢ juality 


races which never did exist, and which no 
lation can ever make exist 
Sir, if in the providence of God it shall ever 
; pray may never be) that the 
majestic columns which now support this Capi- 
shall fallin rain and destruction, upon the cen- 
ph of a once great nation will be inscribed this 


‘ iph: “Tere he thirty million white men, 
women, and children, who lost their liberties in 
trying to equalize with themselves four million 
nepyprocs 

Mr. JOHNSON. There is no prospect, I sup- 
pose, of getting through with this bill to-day, and 
as Ly pose to say a word or two In reply t >the 
Senator from Delaw ire, | move that the Se ate 


do now adjourn. 


he motion was agreed to; and 


’ 


at . 

the Senate 
} | 

journed 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, March 16, 1864. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by Rev. Wittiam Y. Brown. 

The Journal of yesterday was read andapproved. 
UNADJUSTED CLAIMS WITH ECUADOR. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I ask the unani- 
mous consent of the House to allow me to move 
to reconsider the motion by which the message 
of the President relating to unadjusted claims be- 
tween this Government and the republic of Ecua- 


dor was referred yeste rday to the Committee of 


Ways and Means It should be referred to the 


Committee on Foreign fiairs 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state, as the 
President mentions in his message that he desires 
is prompt action as possible in the matter, that 
the Chair supposes there will be no objection to 


permit the Committee on Foreign Affairs to re- 
port at any time. 

There being no objection, the message was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, with 

ive to reportatany time. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. WHALEY asked and obtained leave of 
absence for his colleague, Mr. Brown, of West 
Virginia, for ten days from last Saturday, on ac- 
count of sickness in his family. 

CHARLES A. PITCHER. 

Mr. RICE, of Maine, asked unanimous con- 
sent to have taken from the Speaker’s table and 
referred to the Committee of Claims Senate joint 


re ition IN¢ 30, for the relic f of Charles A. 
Pi e} 

The t resolution confers on the Court of 
Claims jurisdiction to hear the claims of Charles 


A. Pitcher for the use of his patent, for an im- 
provement in making brooms, in the penitentiary 
of the District ef Columbia, and to allow him what 
he ought to have, except that no punitive dam- 
wes she e allowed against the United States. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. If the joint 


resolution be referred anywhere it should be re- 


ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. Itisan 


extraordinary proposition to extend the jurisdic- 
tion of the Court of Claims, which is already too 
much extended. : 
The SPEAKER. Is there an objection to tak- 
ing up the joint resolution for reference ? 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 1 object. 
The SPEAKER. ‘I 
not before the House. 
; Mr. WASHBURNE, of Lllinois. I will not 
object if it be referred to the Judiciary Committee. 
Mr. RICE, of Maine. Itissimply a joint res- 


ien the jointr ution 1s 


olution conferring on the Court of Claims juris- 
diction in this matter. I thought there could be 
no possible objection to it, and that the joint res- 
olution might even be passed without reference 
o the Committee of Claims. But the gentleman 
from Illinois objects to its going even to that com- 
mittee in accordance with the universal usage of 
the Elouse. 

| hope my friend will not insist on that objec- 
n, but will let the joint resolution go to the 
Committee of Claims, where it can be examined 
in the usual course. That appears to me to be 


} 
I 
th 


1@ appropriate Committee, and it seems very sin- 


‘ 
«© 


cular to attempt to divert it from its proper course 
and to resort to this singular proceeding with it. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of [linois. lam aston- 
ished at the gentleman. This is a matter in re- 
rard to enlarging the jurisdiction of the Court of 
Claims, and it properly belongs to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, and to no other committee. 

Mr. RICE, of Maine. It came from the Com- 
mittee on Claims in the Senate, and my impres- 
sion and belief is that it should go properly to the 
Committee of Claims here. If it be more appro- 
priate for it to go to the Committee on the Judi- 
eclai Vs l have no objection. 

Mr. WILSON. ‘ The objection I have to the 
bill is this: it determines that the claimant shall 
have something. It does not direct the Court of 
Claims simply to investigate the matter, but as- 
sumes that something should be paid, not leaving 
that question open for the consideration of the 
court. We never ought to passa bill in that form. 

Mr. RICE, of Maine. I think the gentleman 
from Lowa is entirely mistaken as to the force and 
effect of the resolution. It does not direct that 
anything shall be awarded to this claimant, but 
simply gives jurisdiction to the Court of Claims 
to investigate the matter. I have no particular 
objection to its going to the Judiciary Committee 
if that be the more appropriate committee, and I 
should like the Speaker to indicate the committee 
which is most appropriate. 

The SPEAKER. That is a. matter for the 
House, not for the Chair. 

Mr. RICE, of Maine. I move that the joint 
resolution be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois 
objects. Therefore it is not before the House. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| ask leave to vote, the Speaker shall proj; 





March 16 lt 


Mr. RICE, of Maine. Then let it be referrea ) 
to the Judiciary Committee. o— I 


The re be ing no objection, the JOlnt res 
was taken from the Speaker’s table, ry ad a fre 
and second time, and referred to the Comn vo 
on the Judiciary. ——e n 

PACIFIC RAILROAD. 3 

Mr. PRICE, by unanimous consent, introay.. 

a bill for an act to amend an act entitled oa 

to aid in therconstruction of a railroad a) dt 
graph line from the Missouri river to thy Pa 
ocean, and to secure to the Governms nt the 


. y 
of the same for postal, military, and other py. N 
poses,’’ approved July 1, 1862; which was, 
a first and second time, and referred to the 
committee on the subject. 
W. W. RUSSELL, DECEASED. 
Mr. WEBSTER, by unanimous consep: : 


troduced a bill for the relief of the administ;, 
of W. W. Russell, late paymaster in the » 


corps; which was read a first and second tin e. 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 
JOUN J. MICHIE. \ 
Mr. HOTCHKISS, by unanimous congo 
troduced a bill for the relief of John J. M 
of New Orleans, Louisiana; which was read a fx 
and second time, and referred to the Com; ' 


i) 


Claims . 
RULES OF THE HOUSE. 
Mr. COX, from the committee on tl} 


report d adve rsely on the resolution refer \ 
them, on motion of the gentleman fro K 

tucky, (Mr. Yeaman,] that twenty-five ex 

copies of all bills, resolutions, and rep: ' 
to be printed shall be printed for th 

member introducing them; and the ry 

was thereupon laid upon the table. \ 


COMMITTEE ON MINES AND MINERALS 

Mr. COX, from the same committee, made an : M 
adverse report in reference to appol 
standing Committee on Mines and 
which was laid upon the table. 

EFFICIENCY OF UNITED STATES ARTILLER} 

Mr. FARNSWORTH, by unanim 
introduced a bill to promot the efficiency 
artillery of the Army of the United Stat 
was read a first and second time, and 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 


COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL BANK M 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, f Q \l 
committee on the rules, made an advers 3 
in reference to appointing a new standing Com 7" 
Ps i 


mittee on National Bank; which was | 
the table. 


VOTING OF MEMBERS. 4 
Mr.WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Mr.S 

I wish to make a further report from | M 

mittee on the rules. Rule 29 reads now that 

lows: M 


juestion int New 


** No member shall vote on any q 
which he is immediately and particularly in L 
any case where he was not within the ba : Vi 
when the question was put. And whenany 


question—* Were you within the bar when 
called ?° ” } 

The practice has been universal up t M 
session to adhere to that rule in practice. ! 
not recollect of a single instance where a! " 
was permitt d to vote who was not wi { i night 
when his name wascalled. During the last! M 
gress, and so far during this Congress, | peal 
has been relaxed. * It puts the Speaker to a gre Ph 
deal of trouble to put the question W 
member was within the bar when his name ¥® mn 
called. Members are allowed to vote almost 8 
versally by unanimous consent. One of two Wiis ¥ a 
should be done: either no member shou 
mitted to vote unless he was within the bar rl; 
his name was called, or members should Mr 
mitted to vote any time before the vote was a! Sa 
nounced. I have been directed by the « 


| tee on the rules to report this proposition ' Th 


House in the alternative form: first, that no Wom and 
ber shall be permitted to vote unless he was 8 aa 
the bar when his name was called, not eve!" re 
unanimous consent; and secondly, that mem™ BO: 
shall be allowed to vote at any ume before Wir" fe u 
is announced. If the first be voted dow", ' ne Gee 


‘ 
the question will recur on the seconde. 


ST 


a first 
NMittee 
rodueed 


TILLER} 


1s na 


fe aim st 


of twot gs 


hould 

the bar ¥ 
houid | 
yote W 
, the ¢ 
ositiol 


that no 


1864. 


Vir. ASHLEY l suggest a further amend- 
+» As the rule now reads, the member must 
bar when the question is put; it 

+ i. when the member’s name is called. 
1- W ASHE URNE, of Illinois. That will 
roposition of the commit tee justas they 
: d - accept it as a modification of my 
son. lam in favor of the first proposi- 
[t wi | make the members more punctual in 
‘ondance, and save a great deal of the time 
-House. I move to strike out the last sen- 
sf the rule and add these words: ** noteven 

yu mous ¢ -onsent, 

Mi PRU Y N. The idea that the House, even 
; consent, cannot permit a thing to 


\ 


AaniImoUs 


ier within the scope of its duty is absurd. 
1 iles are made for the guidance - of the busi- 
ee of the House and for the protection of the 
ity. Now,toclaim that the House cannot, 

+ unanimous consent, at any time, and at any 
De at th proceedings, do anything it has the 
a to do ‘under the ¢ Yonstitution, is a pe rfect 


yinterms. No such expression should 

ced in our rules. 
Mr. WASHBUR NE, of Illinois. We already 
rule which embraces the same provision. 
e morning hour of every alternate Mon- 
hing can be brought in even by unanimous 


PRU YN. That is equall ly al bsurd, and it 
ible that such a rule as that can really 
e which the House cannot on the 


M ENDLETON. Does this reach mem- 
sof committees who may be absent by leave 
the House? 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. There is 

rrule which governs that matter, and this 
tinterfere with it. 

Mr. PRUYN. I move to amend the report by 

strik it the words ** not even by unanimous 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. That would 
the rule exactly as itis. It was my sug- 
that the House might pass upon the two 
sitions. I think the first proposed amend- 
t would save the House a great deal of trouble, 
| would conform the action of the House to the 
sal practice as it was up to the last session 
Congress. Up to that Congress I never knew 
nce where a man was permitted to vote 
wimous consent when he was not within 
r when his name was called. 

Mr. RADFORD. I move to lay the proposed 

l venton the table. 
Mi ¢ COX. Will not that carry tl 
to the table? : 
SPEAKER. 


| Chair wil 


ie Whole prop- 
- Only the first proposition. 
| say that the following language 
| suggested to be incorporated in the ru 


i¢ respond in the negative the Speaker shall not 
in @ proposition to permit him to vote. 
Mi WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
lif itlIoOn. 
Mr, S r L VENS. I hope the gentleman 
N wt (Mr. Raprorp] will allow me 
1 question before his motion is put. 
-RADFORD. I withdraw my motion. 
Mr. 1 81 EVENS. I desire to know of the chair- 
Tt that first proposi- 


I will accept 


from 
to ask 


he committee whether 

n would notexclude members absent on leave? 

Mr r. WASHBURNE, of Hlinois. I 
ecause there is another rule of the House 
gives to all members absent with leave the 


rgnt to vote, 
f., OMOIiTeATC ' 7 
Mr. STEVENS. This proposition would re- 
peal that rule. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair would state t 


suppose 


Ww { h 


usage of the House is to allow all members of 


ittees, absent with leave, to vote the same 
| Ney were within the bar, as they are absent 
y Page hority “of the House. ‘This does not in- 
€ conference committees, unless they are au- 
rized to sit during the sittings of the ‘House. 
a STEVENS. Would the Chair construe 
- ndment so as toexclude members absent 
mittees on leave ? 
J Cs, e SPE, AKER. The Chair does not under- 
‘tat it would exclude them. 
Mr. PE NDLETON. I desire to call the atten- 
nN of the Speaker and of the gentteman from 
Hols to the rule upon this subject. I wish es- 


lally the attention of the Speaker to it before 





he d 


THE CONG 


ecides that he will not hold that this new rule | 


RE} 


uae 


SSION 


will not excl 
with leave fi 


members of committees absent 
mm voting. The rule been read 
Which applies to members being within the bar 
of the House. The only otherrule upon the sub- 
ject is that found upon the 5lst page of the Mar 
ual, and which provides that commit sha 
not sit during t of the House without 
only provision under 
members of commit- 
ssions of the 


has 


= 
tees ll 
sessions 
sper ial leave. That is the 
which it has been held that 
ng with leave 


tees sitti during the st 





House have a right to vote. If this proposed 
amendment be passed 
Mr. W ASHBU RNE, of Illinois. If the gen- 
tleman will yield to me, Le will modify the amend- 
ment by inserting the words ‘* unless absent by 
‘. 
eave, 


Mr. PENDLE AON That mee 

Mr. STEVEN That sati 
vote for the pre ition. 

The SPE \KEL The ¢ 
poste d amel dm 


The ¢ 


ts my objection. 
shies me,and I will 


Ylerk will read the pro- 
now stands. 
Ylerk read, as follows: 


nt as il 


And if he responds in the negative, the Speaker shall not 
entertain a proposition to permit bint to vote; butthis pro 
vision shall not apply to such members as are absent by 
leave of the House. 

* . 
Mr. MALL ORY . Here are two distinct prop- 


ositions made by the committee, either of which 
the House may adopt. allow orery 
member to vote before the result is announced by 
the Speaker, if he comes in and claims the rig 
the to allow none to vote who are 
present when their names are called, unless they 
were absent by leave of the House. 
of the first proposition. 
two members are 


One js to 


rht; 
other is not 
lamin favor 
The reason is obvious: 


absent from the House on busi- 


ness. Mr. Auxtey, for instance, who stands near 
the head of the list, and is a little lame, cannot 
retin until after his nameis called. The gentle- 
man from Illinois, [Mr. Wasupurne,} who is 


low down on the list, and is a very active 
as we all know, ce 


his name 1s rea 


man, 
in when sent for 
shed on the 


hn come 


lone 
before roll-call; but 
Mr. ALLEY cannot, limping aiong, get in before 
his name is called. This rule would establish an 
inequality which [do not like. 1 only wished 
to assign this as a reason why I think the last 
suggestion to committee on 
adopted and not the first. My friend from Ohio 
[Mr. Cox] also stands early on the list, and is 
very active, and he in time to vote 
if sent for. 
| Ree COR. 1 
tion of the 
seen its operation in 
will work well. 


the rules should be 


t 


can getin here 


c 


1m in favor of the 
committee on 


last proposi- 
rules, because l have 
the Senate, and I think it 
If every member is allowed to 

vote before the result is announced there will be 
a fuller and larger representation of the people 
on every question, and no harm can come of it. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair would remind the 
House that there are two propositions reported 
by the committee on rules. If this one shall be 
voted down, then will be taken on the 
other, the one all rv all members to vote onany 
question before the result is announced. 

Mr. RADFORD. I now renew the motion to 
lay the proposition on the table. 

Mr. ANCONA called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. 
and WasnHBurRne of Illinois, were 

The House divided; 
ayes 59, noes 59. 

Mr. THOMAS. lLask that my vote be 
in the affirmative instead of in the 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
the tellers have reported. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Mr. 
in the negative. 

The SPEAKER. The Chairhas no aut hority 
to count anybody, the tellers having reported. 
As the vote is close the Chair will ask the tellers 
to resume their places and have a recount. 

| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I demand 
| the yeas and nays on the motion to lay the prop- 
| osition upon the table. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 70, nays 59; as follows: 

Y FAS—Messrs. Allen, Alley, Anc 


a vote 
W1n 


RADFORD, 
appointed. 
and the tellers report d— 


> counted 
negative. 


ltis too late; 


Speaker, count me 


ee “ona, 


Beaman, Francis P. ir, Jacob B. Blair, Bliss, Chanler, 
Clay, Cox, Dawson, Bee nison, Driggs, Eden, Eidridge, Gar 
field, Gooch, Grinnell, Griswold , Hall, Harding, Har 
rington, Charles M. Harris, Herrick, Hotchkiss, Kasson, 


Kelley, Kernan, Knapp, Law, Long, Mallory, Marey, Mc 
Allister, McDowell, McKinney, Middteton, William H. Mil 
ler, Morrison, Noble, Charles O’Neill, John O'Neill, Pen- 


NAL GLOBE. 


dieton, 


Arnold, 


L143 


Pruyn, Radford, Samuel J. Randall, Alexander H. 





Kice, John H. Rice, Ross, Schenck, Scofield, Stebbins, 
John B. Steele, William G. Steele, Stiles, Strouse, Stuart, 
Sweat, Thayer, Thomas, Tracy, Van Vaikenburgh, Voor 
ees, w tdsworth, Webster, Whaley, Wheeler, and Yea 
man—70. 


NAYS—Messrs. Allison, Ames, Anderson, John D. Bald 


win, Baxter, Blow, Boutwell, Boyd, Brandegeer, Brow malt, 
Cobb, Cole, Creswell, Henry Winter Davis rhomas T. 
Davis, Dawes, Donnelly, Dumont, Eckley, } t, Farnese 
worth, Fenton, Higby, Holman, Hooper, Hulburd, Julian 
Francis W. Kellogg, Orlando Kellogg, Longvear, M rvin, 
McBride, MeClurg, MecInudoe, Samuel F. Miller, Morritt 


Daniel Morris, Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, N 
Patterson, Perham, Pike, Price 
Spalding, Starr, Stevens,Upson, Elihu B. Washburne, Wil 
liam B. Washburn, Williams, Wilder, Wilson, Windom, 
ind Woodbridge—o9. 


So the } rope 
I 


The SPE 


port th ie 


rion, Orth, 


, Shannon, Smith, Smithers, 


sition was 
AKER, 
following 
In rule 29, strike out all after the 
end of the rule, and insert in ti 
sult of the vote was announced ;”" 
No member shall vote on 


laid upon the table 


om ' 
[The committee on rules re- 
proposition: 

ll word ‘* House’ to the 
i thereof, ** before the re 
so that the rule willread: 


ny question in the event of 
which he is immediately and particularly interested, or in 
any case when he was not within the barof the House be 
fore the result of the vote was announced 
Mr. HOLMAN. Is not that the rule now? 


The SPE 


rive, a 


AKER. No; the amended rule will 
a matter of richt, all members the privi- 
lege of voting at any ume before the result of the 
vote Is announced. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move to lay the proposi- 
tion upon the table; and upon that motion I de- 
mand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. 
and Morrison were appointed. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. This prop- 
osition would accomplish nothing. A 
could vote by unanimous consent 
the present rule. 

TheSPEAKER. 


yulres unat 


Morribtyt 


member 
» just as under 


No; the rule, asit now stands, 
req imous consent fora member to vote 
if he be without the bar when his name is called. 
The amended rule will give a member a right to 
vote at any before the result is announced. 
The House divided; and the 
ayes 62, noes 58. 
so the proposition was laid upon the table. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message from the Senate, by Mr. Forney, 
its Secretary, informed the House that the Senate 
had passed the joint resolution of the House au 
horizing a settlement of the accounts of J. N. 
Carpenter, a paymaster in the United States Navy. 


ENROLLED BILL 


COBB, from the Committee on Enr 
Bills, reported that the committee 
ind found truly enrolled an act in addition to an 
act to amend the law relating to the Post Office 
Department, approved March 3, 1863; when the 
Sneaker ry the 


t ACL OFS \ 


time 


tellers reporte iam 


SIGNED. 
Mr. olled 


had examined 


same. 
POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. STEVENS, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported back, by unanimous con- 
sent, the Senate amendments to the act (H. R. 
No. 50) making appropriations for the service of 
the Post Office Department during the fiscal year 
ending the 30th June, 1865; and asked that they 
be considered at this time, 


There being no objection, the amendments were 


tollows: 
amendment of the 


reported, as 
First 


In the 


Senate: 


clause for payment to letter-cagriers strike out 
$320,000, and insert in lieu thereot $640,000, 


Mr. STEVENS. ~- The Committee of Ways 
and Meansrecommend concurrence in this amend- 
ment. The committee has received letters from 
the Post Office Department stating that the first 
estimate for this item was a mistake, in conse- 
quence of new arrangements made for the distribu- 
tion of mail matter in the large cities. It is tobe 
recollected that these appropriations are all paid 
out of the Post Office fund. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Second amendment: 

In the clause for wrapping paper strike out $46,000, 


insert $08,000. 

Mr. STEVENS. The Committee 
und Means recommend concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Third amendment: 

In the clause making an appropriation from the Treasury 
to supply deficiencies in the revenues of the Post Office 
De partment for the year ending 30th June, rike ous 

‘¢ $1,000,000” and insert in lieu thereof “ $1,900,000,” 


and 


of Wa ys 


L#65, at 





us 
2 


sii ae es: fats 





M TEVENS M Sneaker t | heey 
J &1 000.000 
i ‘ j we f Pp Oa ‘ j 
e { for next year w 

tl d il le ndition of the il V le 
t ncertain thatt LD t ent i 
o have acontingentfu d of $1,500,000 i: e the 
Post Office fund should fail 

The amendment was concurred it 

Mi STEVE NS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which th veral ar ndments of the Senate 
Vy col { » moved tolay the mo- 
tion to re der on 2 ji 

The tte) tion W ry 1 to 

MILITARY ACADEMY BILL. 

Mr eNTO N | k leave to have the Mili- 
tary A‘ emy bill, (£1. R. No. 34,) with the Sen- 
te am t ts, taken from tl Speaker’s table 

! referred to the Committee of W: i Means 

lt w » ordered 

ALE OF SURPLI GOLD 

Mr. STEVENS. I now moveto proceed with 
the unfinished usiness of yester lay. 

Phe SPEAKER. There r order of business 
is the « ideration of the Senate amend: its 

» the j it n f th i e col y 
knownas the gold bill, the per neq ( or 
York (Mr. Hu.surp] to add the following pn O 
to the Senat mendment: 

Py *"] t the ti reate the y fund 
‘ ding to the t i ruar », L862, shall not b n 
par i ther 

The Senate amendment was reported, as fol- 
lows: 

Add tot l 

And he is here iuthorized to dispose of any gold in the 
i iury oft United St not necessary for the payment 

nterest on the public ¢ 

On the amendment the gentleman from Califo 
nia [Mr. Hicsy] was enutled to the floor. 

Mr. STEVENS [ suggest to the House 
vhether, before we proceed to further discussion 
ot the bill, it may ot etter » har ie Vy f 
taken on the ?P nding amendment. 

Mr. PRU YN 1 would like to make an inquiry 
at this st: al the roceedings: whether it is in 
order to move an amendment to th amendment 
offered by my colleague, [Mr. Hu.tsurp?] 

The SPEAKER, Iti: The Senate amend- 
mentisi rarded as the original text. 

Mr. PRUYN. The Senate has ex epted from 
the amount to be sold such sum as m Ly i - 
sary to pay the interest on the pu lic debt. 1 
propose to continue the exception which the S« 
ate has created by adding to the Senate am ot. 
ment 

And except also much thereof as is necessary t ilf 
i ul to rai i sinking fund created by the act 
lebruary, 1562 

if the gentleman from California |[Mr. Hiesy] 
willallow me to exp  cednabaaiieiek aneaae 

ke to do so, and to have a Vv ite, as suggested by 


the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Sr VENS. | 

Mr. HIGBY. If itisagreeable to the member 
from New York to have the vote taken, as 
ommended by the member from Pe nnsylvar i, I 
hall have no objection, provided I shall have the 
floor when that course has been pursued. 

Mr. PRUYN. Certainly. I only ask one mo- 
ment to explain the amendment to the amend- 
ment. 


‘The amendment now proposed is that the sec- 


ond clause shall not affect the obligation to raise 
a sinking fund. Of course nothing that we can 
now do can atlect that obligation. But the Sen- 


ate,in order to meet one of the two points raised 


by theactof February 25, 1862, provided, by way 
of an excepuion to th power they propose, to 
| the gold on hand—that so much of the gold 


as is in the Tre ury and is not requisite to pay 
the interest on the public debt may be 8 rid. 
Now, the obligation to create a sinking fund is 
justas much a part of the act of February 25, 
1862, as the obligation to pay the interest on the 
public debt, and therefore this 
for both just as much 
The intent which my colleague [Mr. Hut- 
puRD] no doubt had in view, ts not, I think, reached 
by his amendment. I move to add to the excep- 
tion in the Senate amendment, therefore, in heu 


law should provide 


as one. 


THE CONGRESSION 


AL 


of the words ron 1 bi we colleadec,“ nd to 


cing fund required by t act of Feb- 


if endment should be adopted, the Sec- 
ry of the Treasury would then have the | . 
goldinthe Treasury, reserving as miu_ 

y be net ary to provide for the payment 
terest on the ublic debt and for creating the 
king fund provided by the act of February 25, 


1LOBE.. 


1862, thus pr oviding for meeting the two obliga- | 


tions incurred under the act of 1862. 


‘a KERNAN. Id fora moment to call 


ntion to the language of the Senate amend- 
ment, You will observe that it provides that the 
Secretary of the Treasury ** shall be authorized 
to dispose of any gold int Treasury of the 
United States not nece 


ssary for the payment of 
interest on the public di bt.’”? 


Now, here is an express recognition of the au- 

rity tod e of all the gold in the Treasury 
not necessary for that particul ar purpose. But 
the amendment of my colleague [Mr. Hutsurp] 
proposes a further limitation in these words: 
és j i 


provided that the eee to create a sinking 


d r to KF ebruary 25, 1862, 
I not be imy} iired.’ 

In other words, the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury may sellall the gold there is inthe ‘Treasury 
not necessary to pay the interest on the public 
debt; but, notwithst anding, the obligation to create 
a sinking fund as required by the act of 1862 


hall not be impaired. In other words, you may 


seil tl roldin violation of the obligation, but the 
ybligation isnotthereby to beimpaired. Clearly, 
the Secretary would not feel himself limited in the 
selling - of all the gold not = age i the payment 
of interest irrespective of the obligation to create 


a nki & fund, 
Ir. STEVENS. 


I will say a single word in 
regard to thi 


last proposed amendment, and then 
to be taken upon it. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will suggest to 
tleman from Pennsylvania that he may 
call the previous question upon the amendments, 
which will ace in obtaining a 
vote upon the amendments, and the Senate amend- 
ment will then be again 1 en Tor debate. 
MrsSTEVENS. I wil |, after making a remark 
or two. The obligation of the act of 1862 does 
not require that this sinking fund shall be paid in 
gold. It merely requires that there shall be set 
aside so much of the duties on imports as will 
amount to one per cent. on the public debt. 
Now, sir, what the amendment of my friend 
from New York [Mr. Hu.surp] provides for is 
that if the Secretary of the Treasury transfers 
that one per cent., for instance, from coin into 


al WwW the vote 


if a 


omy lish his obje ct 


greenbacks, he shall take the proceeds of the sale 
and purchase our bonds to that extent, which jis 


a full compliance with the obligation of the law 
to create a sinking fund. I call the previous ques- 
tion upon the amendments now pending to the 
senate amendment. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordere d to be put. 

The amendment proposed by Mr. Pruyn to 
the amendmentof Mr. Hu LBURD was disagreed to. 

The amendment of Mr. Huxtsurp to the 
umendment of the Senate was agreed to. 

Mr. HIGBY. I should forbear making any 
remarks upon the proposition which is now pend- 
ing before the House after the very lengthy de- 
bate that has occurred upon it, if I did not regard 


itas a measure of very great importance, and one 
which will have a very material bearing upon the 


financial well-being of the country. 

The principle embraced in the original bill as 
it passe d the House was, to my mind, fair, rea- 
sonable, and just, although I was not present to 
vote upon it on its if there be a surplus 


passage. pt 
of gold in the Treasury, let the payment of in- 


terest be anticipated upon the public debt, and let | 


wants thus be relieved. 

It is said, sir, that paper is lower in value, or 
that there is a wide difference between the value 
of gold and the value of paper on account of the 
scarcity of gold in the market. Ifthe means are 
provided by that resolution to open the Treasury 
and send its contents, the gold there deposited, 
into the channels of circulation, to the relief of 
the market, then that remedy is provided and the 
cdificulty removed. 

But, sir, the proposition of the House went to 
the Senate, and it was returned to us with an 


the public 


| son of the opposition to this Senate amend; 
Just as if the discussion of this proposition 


| at heavy discount he can purchase a 











amendment, by which power is give; 
the national officials to go into the r 
compete with the citizens who 
to make the Government, like citiz 
chaser of its own paper. Persons thus on 
in the money streets of New York city ha, 
characterized over and over again, not 
public discussions but in private conversat 
gamblers in stocks—a system of speculation) 
of the ordinary channels of legitimat 
I have no doubt, sir, of the truth of th: 
tions when used, and that the words were, 
applied. 

t has keen said, and particularly to this H 
for the purpose, probably , of operating upon: 
minds, that while this very question has 


Have 


s 
’ 


DU 


I 


= Mareh 16, 


der discussion gold was so sensitive in the mark; 


that it had risen several per cent. in pri 


the Senate has appended to the House rego 
is affecting the market in the city of New \ 
Money Bag will increase or lessen the py 
gold. When Money Bag hoards his 

is sufficient, without discussion in this H 
lessen the phage of paper from five to ten pe 
in the streets of New York. Mone y bag 
trols. Itis not iecaniaas it is not conv 
in reference to this question-here, but itis M 


avi 


Bag, through his croakers, that does it. U 
| the Streets, at ¢ very corner, 1n the DY WAVS 


in public places, they are not only whispering 
ti idee. and timid minds are alw: LYS yi 
these influences. Money Bag, when he 
the gold, has accomplished his purpose, and 


he wants. When Money Bag has p 
he wants, and wishes to part with his pap 
the croakers are at work again on the 
in private places. They again begin to blow 
this paper and to give it value. When they 
of the paper is increased by this process t 
ver goes outand sold comes in again; and M 
Bas “has thus added thousands to what he 
before. Yet we hear that while we are di 
here, gold has increased in demand and | 
lessened in value several per cent. Sham 
such arguments, if it is pretended that t 
cussion is the cause. If the paper of theG 
ment is so sensitive that two or thre 
discussion will make it fall in price fi 
cent., what a poor, miserable credit has 
and powerful Government about which ws 
so much! 

Mr. Speaker, there is one principlealone inv 
in this question as it comes from the S 
us. It is that in the speculation that 


| a gambling spec ulation now carri a on 


viduals for p yrofit and loss, the Government 
have restraint taken from it, and that a | 
cial shall go down into the arenaand bea 
‘“‘bull’? or **bear” than any of them. T 
the proposition contained in this ré t 
the amendment of the Senate. Lhave yet 
although we have been told by members 
floot during this debate, that it is our duty 


| low the lead of the committees of this Ho 1 





have yet to learn, sir, that gambling is | 
broken up by some one joining with th 

ing crowd and betting higher and offending « 
gre atly than the ace used, or persons cl arg 
violating law or public de cency or m¢ rals. J 
of a father teaching his son the sin of pro! 
according to this principle, by using more p! 





language than his son, and attempting in this way 
to break him of his sinful habit! ' 

In order to break up this gambling 1n gold, the 
Government is to be empowert d to go dow 
its millions upon the market, and when It 
there it will be a greater gambler than th 
vidual by the difference between wiiiiions 
thousands. This Gove rnment stamp Ss UT 
gold its value as twenty, ten, or five dollars, a" 
circulates it among the people. The Ge yvernm 
also, in a great public necessity like this, ©° 
its credit and stamps upon iis paper its five, My 
and twenty dollars, and sends that out alse. an 
I am opposed to this Government taking y its go" 
in one hand and going down upon "Change 0" 
individual who holds its paper in his hands ne 
bartering with him, and trying to get more * 
twenty dollars in paper for twenty doll ars 1n g 
And when gentlemen tell me that we are 5°""s . 
strengthen ‘the finances of our Government °] 


lv r 


16 ER 1864. ‘aah ises 
“— s eding as this, I have failed, even at 
,and with my knowledge of prac- 
_whichis rather limited—to see that 
P ie wav » strenethen our financial credit. 
: dividual, worth his thousands, has his 
on tenes { over the country and pays it with 
. _his credit is confirmed and his solv- 
’ 7 i. If, on the other hand, he 
on ¢ : id rtake to buy up his paper at a dis- 
; : ler’s smooth tongue commences to un- 
le ; ; . his reputation, and undertakes to make 
rightly onear before the publicasan insolvent man, 
, »| would come to that man though his means, 
Hous. nple. So it is with the Government; 
n timid the same way it may by pursuing the for- 
itn } irse keep its credit good, while by pursuing 
market ser policy it would be sure to undermine and 
NY rea. vit. If this Government has gold to spare, 
ndm nay its debts, dollar for dollar, and by no 
ion t mine shall itdo otherwise. I believe in its | 
solut recrity; | believe in its ability; and I believe in 
vy York nroserving its fidelity. 
Dr f 8 ere seems to be great difficulty over the 


d that -old which has accumulated in the Treasury 
| above what is wanted for the time being. 
some gentlemen in reference to the 


ner ’ t ' 


per | differ from 


ag ; trucuon which is to be given to the law of 


rersat 262, I think the gold should be preserved for 
hey trposes mentioned in that act, yet I will not 
U to discuss that point. 
i to spare, let us go to work in the right way 
ring but provide by law that the Secretary of the 
Treasury may pay the public indebtedness, and 

eh »itat par, dollar for dollar. 
k | understand the gentleman from Mas- 
‘per isetts, [Mr. Hooper,| who day before yes- 
ke ably upon the other side 
n, and who said we are indebted now to 
reets and soldiers, and that the Government needed the 
y to pay the soldiers. Use this gold, is his 
rument, in buying up the paper of the Gov- 
t, and use that paper to pay the soldiers 


io 4 ys 
i i y } 


y what the Government is now owing them. If 
t he had ventleman did notintend that the paper should 
liscussing irchased at less than its face, why not give 
paper has that gold to the soldiers? Evidently his intention 


Government shall buy the paper at less 
ts par value, and then take that paper and 
e Gov . ray it to the soldiers. 
fam not arguing here the payment of gold to 
paper to somebody else, but I am 

y answering the proposition of the member 

1 Massachusetts. Wehave not, lam aware, 

rold enough for a circulating medium, and the 


: wean +f 
vo.ved nent 


in ameasure a commodity of purchase and 
Yet the Government counts it as currency, 
is made it currency, and until we alter the 


ert Vv 
m ! 


wupon the subject, and by statute make it a 


n vy , P if 


g ment should never go into the market and specu- 
.. Thatis te by buying its own paper at less than its face. 
y easy to provide the waysand means by 
he spare gold can be used. It should be 
it let it be used so that it shall go to pay 

tedness dollar for dollar. In that way 
an sustain the credit of the Government and 
° pour paperatgreater value. But the moment 
the offend- we allow the gold to go into the market, and al- 


luty to fol uf inde 


= 


vr 1s ¢ (ef 


rarged Wil S ‘hem all, that moment we decry the credit of the 
‘als rovernment. ‘That is my principal objection to 
eamendment of the Senate, and I cannot get 
nd If the amendment can be 





| ol that conviction, 
lramed as to provide that this gold shall be 
we wee aa taking up the paper of the Government 
in gold," “tuts par value, f have no objection. But I shall 
gainst allowing the Government to go into 
market and become a stock-jobber ‘and a 
K-speculator. 
Asto this question of fluctuation, it has no effect 
ron Meatall. In November last gold was down 
a 40 and 45, and yet by slow degrees it has been 
“sing one and a half, two, three, and five per cent. 
ns “tay. Even while we have been discussing this 
asure gold has risen two, three, or five per 
Ws vht., but that does not trouble me in the least. 
oe with large amounts of gold in their 
, “an easily, by combinations, effect these 
1 Bess and suddeniy, too, and I suppose if the 
“graph should flash to us the news to-morrow 


Mor 


this 


ural! ae 
Lille Wey 


in 


Sf 


»dow! “ ; t 


rls f 


3 Uf 
dollars, ane 
yovernm 

this, 
its five, te 
also. Ni 
king its gold 
hange the 
5 h nds anu 
t more | 


Jlars in go" 


hMrnine ‘ 
. aa ing that gold had gone up five percent. more, 
” embers who argue the other side of this ques- 
J Would tell us that it was the effect of this dis- 


are 
ernment 


rons 
5 


If there is a dollar of 


is partly against me that gold has be- | 


nmodity, and make it all bullion, the Govern- | 


wa high official to be the greatest gambler of 


of this | 


‘THE CONGR 


| ers. And in order to do 


| 


preciation of their price in the market. 


cussion and the veer that this amendment of 
~ W ¥ 

Sir, it s | t e LCrovernment want { s 
m y! t j d ies The Gov 
ernment, we % { 1,18 t layin the market try- 

ry to rrow S200 0 OO, ar 1 vet rentie men 
de Sire tuat it sh » into the market to de stroy 
its own cr No, sir, if we accumulate any 
surplus gold it will not be sufficient to be ac reu- 
lauung medium, and let us use it to pay our indebt- 
edness dollar for dollaras far as itwill go. That 
will give us an extended credit and enable us to 
borrow at an advantage and sustain the finances 
of the country Let us be faithful to our pledges 
and then we shall have no difficulty. 


Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Speaker, the discussion 
of this subject, and the reflection I have had upon 
it during the discussion, have changed my views 
upon the question. ; 


{ w as Oppose d to the proposi- 


tion when it was first brought before the House; 
I voted even against the proposition of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Bourwe t,] 
feeling that nothing should be done; that we might 
do harm, and could hardly do good, by legis! 
on l think | now see be arings of 
the question more fully and thoroughly than | did, 


ating 


the subject. the 


and will vote for the bill as it now stands 

It is argued, sir, that the passage of this reso- 
lution will be an act of bad faith; that the surplus 
rold in the ‘Tre S iry IS 1n Some Wi e ple deed, and 
that its sale will a violation of the plighted faith 


pig 
| have the act of February 
11 do not find it so. It 


of the Government. 
25, 1862, before 


t 
{ 


me, arn 


provides that the go d to be derived from duties 
shall be pledged, first, to the payment in coin of 
the interest on the bonds and notes of the United 
States; next to the purchase or payment of one 
per cent. of the entire debt of the United Stat S, 
to be made within each fiscal year after the Ist 
day of July, 1862; and, third, the residue thereof 


"EY United States 

Now, | apprehend 
wh 
for its sinking y medium of 
the country —the y we have authorized and 
made a legal tender That is the curren y in 
which } nds of tl 
United States from the Government or other hold- 


to be paid into the sury of the 


hat 


purcnase the vb 
‘ . 





the paper money with 


ich to mnds of the United States 


private individuals b iy the bo 1e 
that we 
surplus gold into this currency. 

The gentieman who | ssed the House 
[Mr. Higsy] says that we must bay bonds for 
fund at the rate of dollar for dollar. 
1 cannot find the justification upon which the Sec- 
retary of the ‘T're isury woul | rest the act of p \y- 
ing $160 for $100 in bonds, and | do find that to- 
day, by exchanging his gold for currency, $100 
would enable him to } ay $160 in the currency of 
the country—the money with which the present 
holders bought the bonds. 


I conceive, sir, that by 


must convertthe 
ist addre 


the sinking 


y retaining this gold in 
the Treasury we are losing the interest upon that 
which is said to amount to-day to $22,000,000 of 
surplus cold, and increasing the price of eve ry 


commodity which the Government buys, and of 


the necessaries of life to the wives and children 
of our soldiers in the field, as well as to the peo- 
ple at large; in other words, we are taxing the 
Government and people by depreciating our own 
currency—that which we have made the currency 
of the country by making it a legal tender. 

It is said that the sale of this gold will reduce 
the price of gold; and if it does it will in so far 
reduce the price of commodities, and enable the 


| Government and the people to purchase more 


economically than they now do. We are, by 
withholding this gold, the interest on the 
bonds it would purchase, and increasing the cost 
of all we purchase. 

Again, sir, the conversion of this gold, by the 
absorption of our bonds, would tend to the ap- 
Thus the 
execution of the power proposed to be given to 
the Secretary of the Treasury would therefore, 
it appears to me, be beneficent both to the Gov- 


losing 


| ernment and to the community. 


‘*But,’’ it is said, ** it leads to a possible dan- 
ger. It may be that having sold this gold, imports 
will fall off, and when another payment of inter- 
est is to be made the Government may have to 
buy.’’ Gentlemen will observe that the law does 
not make it the duty of the Secretary to sell. It 
simply empowers him to sell. By the possession 
of that power, and its exercise carefully and se- 


ESS INA L GL( BE. 
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great financial evil of the day may be 


ced, and wi ecked—that is, speculation 
in gold. If the Secretary of the Treasury shall 

eer his power wisely 1 discreetly, as he 
has exercised all the powers thus fur vested in 
him, the speculators in gold will know that there 
isa heavy holder whe is not in se 


therr **y 
They will hesitate about making heavy operations 
when they know that on any day $1,000 04 ior 
$5,000,000 may be thrown upon the market. Ay d 
| apprehend thatif the Secretary should feel that 
it would not be wise to reduce his margin toa 
narrow limit, he might well-nigh control the may 
ket, so far as it 1s purely speculative, by sel] 

gzomparatively small sums at uncertain tnterva 


‘e Ri ¢ ?? 
yl 


it, ad 


say gentlemen, ‘it is a great power 
Certainly ILIS; an immense power. Butisit rreater 
than those with which the Secretary is al 
invested? 


ready 
Is it greater or more delicate, or does 
it come more closely to the life of the nation or 
the rights of individuate, than those exercised by 
the heads of other Departments? Notatall. We 
live ina period and under circumstances which 
require the selection of the purest and the best 
men for the heads of Departments. In such a pe- 
riod, Government can only be managed by con- 
fiding great and vital trusts to those who admin- 
ister the Government. 
which have | 


+) 


Lhan 


These reasons,and others 
een stated more ably by gentlemen 
I can state them, control my judgment 

The Secretary of the Treasury, against whom 
no man has breathed a word, whose wise man- 
agement of our finances for the last three vears 
will stand recorded as almost a miracle, asks for 
this power. My judgment, enlightentd by the 
discussion, approves it; and notwithstanding all 
my earlier votes were against it, | shall vote for 
the resolution as it came to us from the Senate 

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. Speaker, befere I sit 
down IL intend to ask the House to c me toa vote 
on this question under the previous question I 
do not intend to make a long speech. I have no 
knowledge which would justify me in theorizing 
in financial matters, and | have not much faith in 
theories against facts. All that | intend to do is 
to lay plainly before the House the facts as they 
existat present, andas,in my judgment, they w ill 
exist if this resolution be passed and if it be not 
passed. Whether those facts are agreeable or dis- 
agreeable is of no conse quence. 

In the first place, sir, by the legislation of Con- 
gress some two years ago—whether wisely or un- 
wisely I will not now discuss, as that thing is past 
—gold isno longer money in the actual sense and 
in the practical sense of the word. The money 
of this nation is that which is made lawful money 
by the legislation of Congress, pronounced to be 
constitutional. That action was such as to de- 
monetize goldand all other coin. I do not mean 
to say that abroad gold is not sull the standard of 
value; but | do mean to say that in this country 
vold is not the standard of value. The lawful 
money ofthe United States is practically the stand- 
ard of value. My friend goes into the street and 
wants to buy a horse. He inquires the price of 
the horse. It is $100. What does he understand 
by that? Does he understand that it is $100 in 
cold, or $100 in bills in the lawful money of the 
United States? Undoubtedly the latter. Nobody 
ever thinks that the man who fixes the priceof an 
article fixes it at so much in gold. He fixes itat 
so much of the lawful money of the United States. 
Hence, for all practical purposes, gold is not the 
standard of value, but the lawful money of the 
United States is. This commodity called gold, 


this metal—in bullion or in coin—has risen in 


price just as every other metal has risen. fron 
is rising In price, brass 1s rising in price, lead is 


rising in price, just as much as gold is rising in 
price. My friends about me say copper, too. 
Well, that is owing more to the amount used in 
making copperheads than anything else. [Laugh- 
ter. | 

I contend, therefore, that the measure and stand- 
ard of value in the United States is now practi- 
cally in every man’s mind, for every purpose, 
the lawful money of the country; and the sale of 
gold or bullion, as the sale of any other metal to 
be used in lieu of money, is the exception and not 
the rule. Suppose there were no demand for gold 
except that which we needed for use abroad; in 
other words, suppose Congress had done what I 
thought they ought to have dene, but in which, 
in their judgmentand wisdom, they did not con- 
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cur with me—suppose, I say, we had, as did the 
bill in the shupe in which it originally passed the 
House, provided that the interest on the public 
debt should be payable in lawful money, and our 
duties on imports had also been made payable in 
lawful money, there would not then have been in 
nation any demand for the metals called gold 
and silver, except the $1,500,000 required for our 
diplomatic and consular expenses and the little 
required to put into the trinkets of the ladies of 
the country. These items would embrace the 
whole demand there is for these metals in this 
country, unless in our great success and prospee- 
ity we should import largely beyond the amount 
of exportations; then, | admit, you would fur- 
nish some opportunity for speculation in the gold 
boards: and when that state of things arises the 
more rapidly the price of gold rises the better, for 
itis an evil that will cureitself. If the bill which 
was reported to the House by less than a major- 
ity of the Committee of Ways and Means some 
two ot three years ago had become a law as at 
first reported, we should have had no demand for 
gold in the country exceptas I have stated. And 
what would have been result? You would 
have made no ring by which gold could have been 


} : 
this 


the 


For un- 
less there is a demand for gold the price cannot 
rise to any ¢ Xtravagant extent. 

Now, SI, the only real need there is in the coun- 
try for the use of gold is that required by the mer- 


chant 


broughtup to sixty per cent. premium. 


in theirimportations,andto pay our inter- 
est. It is not fair to say that we want it to pay 
the duties on imports, for that is all embodied in 
Well, sir, 
the amount required by the merchants to pay 
their duties 


the requirements of the merchants. 


upon imports will reach Sixty, sev- 


enty, or eighty million dollars, just as the im- 
ports increa or deerease, It 1s estimated at 
about eighty million dollars for this year. Last 


year itamounted to only fifty-five or sixty mil- 


lion dollatr 


Well, sir, the amount of coin in this country is 
very small. ‘The banks in New York hold about 
twenty million dollars, which, if lL am not mis- 


taken, they are required by their charters to keep 
on hand. <A gentleman informs me that isa mis- 
take. Well, sir, they 
on hand at any rate. 

th ii wd F 
anith 1] . ; 
miiion Golars more, 
in New York that 
mouth five . 


that amount 
tained in 
of private individuals perhaps twenty 
It is perfectly well known 
the merchants require every 
six, or seven millions. ‘The brokers 
there know exactly what amount is wanted; that 
in a quarter tney Wiil require twenty-four or 
twenty-five million dollars, 

Mr. KERNAN. I will say, if the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania will allow me, in reference 
to the banks of New York, by our constitution 
eold and silver alone can bea legal tender. By 
our constitution our banks are obliged to redeem 
their notes in coin, and it is only by the decision 


! 
retain about 


There is also re 


of our « ourts, that paper 1s gold and silver, that 
they get round it, 
Mr. STEVENS. Lknow very well that in the 


estimation of the gentleman the courts are very 
creat because they have sustained 
legul-tender feature of our currency. 

Mr. KERNAN. Lam speaking of the require- 
ments of the constitution of the State of New York. 

Mr. STEVENS. Very well. I was saying 
that | suppose the banks in New York retain and 
will retain in their vaults about twenty million 
dollars of gold; and knowing the amount in the 
market, and the amount that is to be required, 
which these men who are in the ring understand 
perfectly, in this way they have it in their power 
to regulate the price of it. Where is it to come 
from? ‘These people monopolize it, and they com- 


Villains the 


pel the merchants to pay for it just what they || 


please. [Low can we temporarily relieve that? 
Remember, sir, | do not look upon this as a 
panacea for all future time. I do not expectitto 
answer from year to year, but only for the pres- 
ent evil—for one year. How can we relieve that? 


If there is $20,000,000 wanted in a quarter by the | 


¥ 


merchants, and there is $20,000,000 in the hands 
of Jewsand Gentiles—for sometimes the Jews are 
nearly as bad as the Gentiles, and sometimes 


worse, in these transactions—if they have it they | 
iuake the merchants pay what they please unless | 


some one comes and offers gold at a lower price. 
tf a Canadian has $20,000,000 in gold, and comes 
inte the market at New York to sell, he will, of 


course, bring down the market. Those who have 
hoarded gold and have charged the merchants 
what they pleased will be compelled to lower their 
price. Thatis natural. Gold speculation is, then, 
impossible if that thing is like ly to occur often. 

This thing was well illustrated by the able gen- 
tleman from Vermont [Mr. WoopsripGe] yes- 
terday in reference to cotton that might be needed 
by the Government. Suppose the Government 
wanted one hundred thousand artillery hprses, 
and they must have them, and there were only 
one hundred thousand horses in the country; sup- 
pose that they were gathered up by my friend’s 
agents, who would not sell them until they could 
get their own price, Suppose, then, that a man 
in Canada happened to have one hundred thou- 
sand, and should feel that it was a good time to 
come into the market with his horses, would he 
not break up this conspiracy? Would he not 
compel the men who held horses to lower their 
prices? Would he not compel horses to be sold 
ata fair price? ‘The market would be supplied 
and there would be a competition to sell. How 
is the case here?) The Government of the United 
States, as a corporation, holds $20,000,000 of sur- 
plus gold. ‘Twenty million dollars are wanted by 
the merchants. There isa gang of traders who 
hold $20,000,000 of gold, which they will not sell 
for less than $189. If the Government sells at 
$1 30 would not that bring down the market to 
$130? I think so. 

Look at the Yesterday, when it was 
thought that this bill would not pass, that it would 
be defeated, gold rose three per cent. 1n one hour, 
and when it was found that it would pass it went 
down again. How it is this morning I do not 
know. Letit be known that the Government has 
this money which it can sell to the merchants at 
a reasonable rate, and the Shylocks on the Rialto 
will cease to whet their knives, and begin to sell 

t the same rate as the Government. This 1s 
plain common It seems to me that it Is. 
it seems to me that that is the way in which it 
vill operate. 

But, Mr. Speaker, learned and conscientious 
gentlemen have objected to this because, as they 
say, the gold in the Treasury has been pledged 
to pay the interest upon the public debt. It is 
resolved in this proposition that not one dollar 
shall be sold until that pledge has been provided 
for. It puts the sinking fund upon the same foot- 
ing preciselyy The law does not require that the 
sinking fund shall be paid in gold, butsimply that 
the gold shall be used to create a sinking fund for 
the purchase of our own securities. Our own 
securities can be purchased for $100 payable in 
greenbacks. The gentleman says that we ought 
to have gold to pay forthem. Wemiaust pay dol- 
lar for-dollarin gold if I understand the gentleman 
rightly. That is indeed a tender conscience that 
would insist upon paying $100 in gold for what 
can be bought for $100 in greenbacks. 

Mr. PRICE. Does the gentleman refer to me? 

Mr. STEVENS. No, sir; | refer to the gen- 
tleman from California [Mr. Hiesy} who is gold- 
mad. Would it be wise to pay $100in gold when 
$100 in greenbacks would do the same thing? Is 
there any shame therefore for the Government to 
sell $12,000,000 for $20,000,000? Itis selling a 
commodity forthe lawful currency of the country. 
It is selling an article and converting $12,000,000 


facts. 


sense. 


of gold into $20,000,000 of greenbacks to pay our | 
debts with. 


Mr. HIGBY asked a question entirely inaudi- 
ble to the reporter. 

Mr. STEVENS. I have already said that the 
coin in the Treasury, for all practical purposes, is 
not the currency of the country. 

Mr. HIGBY. | ask if it is notcurrency by law. 

Mr. STEVENS. Ladmit if you choose to fool 
away your money instead of exchanging it for 
greenbacks it will pass as money, but itis not the 
currency of the country. 

Mr. HIGBY. 
an iron region? 

Mr. STEVENS. 

Mr. HIGBY. 
ing no conscience. 

Mr. STEVENS. That is certainly very smart. 
I did not believe the gentleman had so much wit, 
but he has just so much. [Laughter.] 

But | was about toask, would not that Govern- 
ment be foolish and unwise which should take 


Does not the gentleman live in 


Yes. 
Then that accounts for his hav- 








| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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|| dealt in marbles and pennies to answer that 





| end in—I will not say how longa time—certaj 





| million dollars of it. 
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of its obligations to put into a sinking fund ‘ed 
give it for $100? I leave every school-boy w} ae 


10 €Ver 
ques- 


ICler 


tion. It does not require a theoretical fing, 

As to the scheme proposed by the gen: man 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Bout WELL] of kee; ie 
down the premium upon gold bullion by creatins 
a loan in Europe and drawing upon it, | gay iti, 
the most alarming proposition I have heard - 


! yet, 
{ admit that in ordinary times of peace, when we 
have no other circulating medium than that which, 


| is now the money of nations, itis well to brine» 
|}as much foreign capital as you can; but | 4, 


y 
that it is now desirable to do it. Why, I look 


with grief upon every dollar which I hear is tak, n 
by foreign eapitalists; and | believe our five-twon. 
ties are taken now at the rate of $3,000,000 a woex 
on foreign account. And why do lL say | » 


over this? Because all the gold we can « 


Ve 


Lect 


|} and all we can borrow hereafter, will go to pay 
| the interest upon such bonds, and be at once tra 


ported to Europe. I donot wantany of their “" 
ital sent here upon such terms.’ Ido not want 
them to take our bonds and draw away all oy; 
gold for twenty years to come after we shal] hay: 
returned to a state of peace. We do not know 
when this war will close. I do not want to dj 
courage anybody; but Ido not think it is going 


to 


x 


notin ninety days,and perhaps notin many ys oe 
Hence it is I do not desire to see any overtrading, 
or anything done by which foreigners can take 
from us the precious metals either by excessive 
importations or by the purchase of our gold-bear. 
ing securities. ‘his, | suppose, is not orthodox 
financiering; but itis my theory and my comm 


| sense view of the subject. 


} 


Now, onthe Ist of July we Shall probably | 
fift y million dollars of goldin the Treasury. We 
shall need to pay outa little more than twenty 
Thirty millions will be lef 
If we go on for the next half year until January, 
when the half-yearly interest again falls du a 
few more of the five-twenties having matured— 


| our payments will be from twenty-two to twenty- 


t} 


hree million dollars; and in the mean tin 
shall have accumulated some forty-five m 
dollars of coin. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. Will my colleagw 


9 UK 


| chairman of the Committee of Waysand Means, 





allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. STEVENS. Certainly. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. The question I have to pro- 
pound at this stage of his remarks has relat 
to the cui bonoonly. We have just rendered, 
the assent,as | understand, of the honorable c! 
man himself, the Senate amendment innozious by 


|| affirming the provisions of the act of 25th Feb- 


ruary, 1862, for the establishment of a sinking 
fund, and providing that nothing in thisacts! 

be construed to interfere therewith. I wish to 
know now whether we have not rendered it use- 
less; and I ground the inquiry on these consider- 
ations: the fifth section of that act provides that 
the gold received from the customs shail be set 
apart as a special fund, and shall be applied, first, 
to the payment of the interest on the bonds or 
notes of the United States; or, in other words, 0 
the funded or interest-bearing debt; and, second, 
to the purchase or payment of one per cent., not 
of the bonds or interest-bearing notes, but of the 
‘‘ entire debt’? of the United States, to be mace 
within each fiscal year after the Ist of July, l6:, 
which is to be setapartas a sinking fund, and lie 
interest of which shall be applied in the same wey. 
Now, this has not been done; and in that partic 
ular there has been, as I take it, a default on the 
part of the head of the Treasury, who is said © 
desire the passage of this law. By the Isto 
July next, or at the expiration of the current hs 
cal year, the amount applicable to the sinking 
fund will be two per cent. of the entire debt of te 
nation, The surplus coin upon which this law's 
expected to operate is stated by my honorable 
colleague at $30,000,000. In this he takes no 8 
count of the sam which will be required to mee! 
the requisitions of that part of the act r ferred to 
which creates the sinking fund. I should like @ 
hear him state how much that will be. 1 assume 
the entire debt of the nation, at a low estimate, 
be at least fifteen hundred million dollars. If tom 
wrong the honorable chairman of the Ways 8" 
Means can correct me. I wish I could be pe™ 


|| $100 of a commodity which it could sell for $170 || suaded that it wasno more. Putting it, howevel 
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-thislow figure, the amount required to meet the 
‘mands of that fund under the law for the year 
ve onthe lstof July next will be $30,000,000, 
enough to absorb the whole surplus that, 
oa ‘ording to his estimate, will be in the Treasury 
yy that period. What I desire to know, therefore, 
re the honorable gentleman in view of these 
‘ets is, What Is the practical use of the amend- 
t so qualified, and where are the moneys on 
-) it 18 to operate, the gentleman himself ad- 


gael 


mie 


wh ° . 
yo and insisting on the right to sell under the 
existing law for the uses of the sinking fund, and 


claims of that fund absorbing his whole sur- 
and leaving no residaum for the general 


ry? 


Treasury ri : 
oo STEVENS. If it is very harmless and 


nerates upon nothing, my friend is benevolent || 


yeh to allow us to have this bauble, and he 
will not find any fault with us except that we are 
oieased with a rattle and tckled with a straw, 
i he will not refuse us the rattle. 

‘Mr. WILLIAMS, Allow me to say that it is 

n unsound primeiple of legislation to enact any 
w merely upon the ground that it will do no 

m. A law that is useless is alwaysa bad law, 
ayd cannot be otherwise than injurious. 

- Mr. STEVENS. Suppose we should resolve 
hat this House was not very wise; whom would 
t harm? No one. 

But, sir, the gentleman hardly supposes that by 
the debt of the United States we mean anything 
hutthe registered, funded, ascertained debt. Does 

expect us to go into the streets and pick up 
suters’ billsand bills ofall kinds and buy up one 

er cent. of them to fulfill this law? That is not 
what is meant by the debt of the United States. 

The floating debt, which has not been settled, 
has not yet become anything that we can legis- 

ite on at all. 

Mr.WILLIAMS. I do not desire to interrupt 
my colleague; but will he allow me to inquire 

ain whether [am to understand him as assert- 

¢ that the legal-tender notes now constituting 
large a portion of the currency of the country, 

id amounting, as I believe, to the sum of four 
ndred and fifty million dollars, or thereabouts, 

no part of the ** entire debt’’ of the nation? 

Ir. STEVENS. I do not, because they are 
They are the money of the country, 
interest. When they come to be re- 
deemed it will be another question. At present 

ey are not due and have not to be paid. 


t dk bts. 


earlwg no 


but, sir, | was saying that | suppose that by | 


the Ist of January next we shall have a surplus 
$50,000,000 of gold in the Treasury if you allow 
toaccumulate. Now, lask any gentleman who 
is acquainted with financial matters whether the 
withdrawal from circulation, and locking up soas 
to be inaccessible to the commerce of the country, 
f $50,000,000, will not help more to aid these 
culators to raise the price of articles which they 
have on hand than all other * rings’’ can do, and 
whether it will not help the gamblers of whom 
the gentleman from California [Mr. Hicpy] has 
somuch horror? Ido not understand this meas- 
ure to contemplate the buying of our own se- 
nities ata discount. 1 say that when you ex- 
‘t bullion for lawful money you do not buy 
yoursecurities. Youmakea financial transaction, 
selling a commodity for so much money. 
W ll any man tell me now that when he asks a 

arforany article he wants to sell, he means a 
gold dollar, or what a gold dollar is worth? No 
man does it; he wants a dollar of our currency. 

fen a man asks five dollars for a hat, does he 
mean to ask thereby what used to be five dollars in 
gold, or its value?) No; he means five dollars in 
~ actual currency, the lawful money, of the 

itted States, 

This article of gold isa subject of traffic, as 
much soas a hat ora horse; and it is no more 
* circulating medium now than either of them. 
— do not by selling it discount or depreciate 
your own paper; you appreciate it when you put 
more gold in circulation. 
ou, Mr, Speaker, know my peculiar views 
eri arian, enn 1 have always held that this 

"ses Irom our making the interest on these 

nds payable in gold and the imposts payable 


inwe 


} 
ar 


Up 


in ‘ 

eee Talways held that; and | may just here, 
“Hough it is a little egotistical, state that when 
In 1869 a 


Be portion of the Committee of Ways and 
cial oe less than & majority, agreed upon a finan- 
™ System, which was the issue of legal-tender 


notes and five-twenty bonds bearing six per cent. 
interest payable in lawful money, they devised 
a system by which one currency was to pervade 
the whole country, and the farmer who had to 
receive interest on his bonds was to receive the 
same currency as the capitalist who buys the 
United States bonds. There was then supposed 
to be no kind of necessity for gold atall. The 
wisdom of the other branch of the national Legis- 
lature, however, having been brought thereto by 
the able and conclusive arguments of the bankers 
and brokers of New York, inserted a provision 
which made the interest on these bonds payable in 
gold. 

Now, repudiation is a thing which this Gov- 


| ernment will never countenance although it has to || 


| take in taxes one half of the property of every | 


| paid in lawful money. 


man in the nation. 

Mr. MORRILL. 
from Pennsylvania a question. I take it that the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania is in favor of hav- 
ing our duties on imports collected in gold and 
silver. Now, what | want to ask him is this: 
what would he do with the gold if the collection 


I desire to ask the gentleman 


of imposts in specie were continued, and if the || 
interest on our bonds were not paid in gold and | 


silver? 
Mr. STEVENS. 


fective. He knows that when that great struggle 


My friend’s memory is de- | 


between lawful money and gold took place in this | 


House I contended that the duties should be paid 


in lawful money, and that the interest should be | 


After the Senate forced 
upon us the payment of interest in gold it was 
decided that the duties on imports should also 
be paid in gold, so as to meet the payment of in- 
terest, 

Mr. MORRILL. I desire toask the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania if that motion was not first 
agreed upon in Committee of Ways and Means? 

Mr STEVENS. No, sir. 

Mr. MORRILL. ‘That is my recollection. 

Mr. STEVENS. 
justas I have stated. The gentleman from Illi- 
nois [Mr. Lovesoy] offered an amendment to 
make the interest on the public debt payable in 
gold. I opposed it with others, and it was voted 
down by nearly forty majority, and in that con- 
dition it went to the Senate. But those gentle- 
men whom I 


‘The bill passed this House 


have spoken of enlightened the | 
wisdom of the Senate, enlightened the heads of | 


Departments, enlightened this House, and when | 
the bill came back, although I fought it with all || 


my might, the Senate amendment was carried by 
I believe four majority. It has now become part 
of our regular financial system—which I am not 
complaining of. While I would have had the 


| merchants pay for their duties on imports the 
| same as everybody else, | was afraid we could not 


| otherwise get the gold to pay our interest. 


j If I 
had my will | would reverse the movement of the 
wheel and adopt to-morrow the system of receiv- 
ing payment of duties in lawful money, and mak- 


| ing the interest on all bonds to be hereafter issued 


| payable also in lawful money. 


| in this matter. 


And this, too, 
although we have now §$700,000,000 of debt with 
the interest payable in gold, which will take some 
forty-two million dollars of goldevery year. The 
duty on impotts would just about pay it. But I 
ask the gentleman—and I do not intend to digress 
in this way—when our debt shall amount to two 
or three thousand millions, requiring $200,000,000 
of gold to pay the annual interest, how high will 
gold go then? If, when we have to pay but 
$40,000,000 a year in gold, gold goes up to sev- 
enty, how high willitgo when we will have to pay 
$200,000,000 a year? 

I trust | may bea false prophet, butif gold does 
not go to two hundred per cent. my jadgment is 
entirely at fault. Youcannot keepitdown. | Ifl 
had my way, repeat, | would stop where we are 
in the matter of issuing bonds with the interest 
payable in gold. 
vayable in the lawful money of the United States. 
Ve receive for these loans nothing but lawful 
money, and by paying them in gold we pay nearly 
double what we get. 

I do not hope to be able to convince the House 
I shall not attempt it. But nev- 


| ertheless I state what I think we are coming to. 


I do not mean that we are coming to repudiation, 
God forbid that any man in this House or in this 
country should sanction that idea, although it may 
take half of every man’s estate in the nation. But 


I would make interest in future | 
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I would be glad if | could make the burdens lighter. 
I move the previous question. 

Mr. COX. Before the question is taken, lI 
think it better that we should have a call of the 
House. I would be precluded from making that 
motion after the previous question is seconded, I 
make that motion. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The question was taken on the first amendment 
of the Senate, to add the words, * not exceeding 
one year,’’ and it was concurred in. 

The question was next taken on the second 
amendment of the Senate, as amended by the 
House, as follows: 

And he is hereby authorized to dispose of any gold inthe 
Treasury of the United States, not necessary for the pay- 
ment of interest of the publicedebt: Provided, That the obii 


mation to create a sinking fand, according to the act of Feb 
ruary 25, 1862, shall not be impaired thereby. 


Mr. KERNAN called for the’ yeas and nays 
on the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 84, nays 57; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alley, Ames, Anderson, Arnold, Ash- 
ley, John D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Francis 2. Blair, 
Jacob B. Blair, Blow, Boutwell, Boyd, Brandegee, Am 
brose W.Clark, Cobb, Cole, Creswell, Henry Winter Davis, 
Dawes, Dawson, Donnelly, Driggs, Dumont, Eckley, Eliot, 
Farnsworth, Fenton, Frank, Garfield, Gooch, Grinnell, 
Griswold, Hooper, Hotchkiss, John HW. Hubbard, Hulburd, 


Jenckes, Julian, Kasson, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, OF 
lando Kellogg, Loan, Longyear, Marvin, MeBride, Me 


Clurg, Samuel F. Miller, Moorhead, Morrill, Daniel Morris, 
Amos Myers, Norton, Qdell, Charles O'Neill, Orth, Patter 
Perham, Pike, Alexander H. Riee, John HH. Rice, 
Schenck, Scofield, Shannon, Smith, Spalding, Starr, Steb 
biys, John B. Steele, Stevens, Thayer, Upson, Van Val 
kenburgh, Wadsworth, Elitu B. Washburve, William B 
Washburn, Webster, Whaley, Wilder, Wilson, Windom, 
and W oodbridge -84. 

NAYS— Messrs. James C. Allen, Ancona, Baily, Augu¢ 
tus C. Baldwin, Bliss, Broomall, Clay, Coffroth, Cox, Thom 
as ‘IT’. Davis, Deming, Denison, Eden, Eldridge, Hale, Hall 
Harrington, Charles M. Harris, Herrick, Higby, Holman 
Hutchins, Kernan, Knapp, Law, Long, Mallory, Marey, 
Mg Allister, McDowell, Melndoe, Mehinney, Middleton 
William H. Miller, James Rh. Morris, Morrison, Noble, Johu 
O'Neill, Pendleton, Price, Pruyn, Radtord, Samuel J. Ran 
dall, Rollins, Ross, William G. Stecle, Stiles, Strouse, Stu 
art, Sweat, Thomas, Tracy, Voorhees, Wheeler, Joseph 
W. White, Williams, and Yeaman—57. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


son, 


Before the vote was announced, 

Mr. SMITHERS stated that Mr. Ganson hav- 
ing been called home by the sickness of a relative, 
he had paired with him upon this bill. 

Mr. ALLISON said: I have paired, by an 
arrangement made by the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. Penpieron,] with Mr. Law. I desire to ask 
the gentleman from Ohio whether in his judgment 
that pair ought to extend to this vote. I should, 
if permitted, vote for this amendment. 

.Mr. PENDLETON. I will say to the gentle- 
man from lowa thatin my judgment under his 
pair he ought not to vote on this question, 

Mr. GRINNELL stated that his colleagrue, Mr. 
Husparp, was detained from the House by sick- 
ness, 

Mr. SMITH stated that his colleague, Mr. 

RANDALL, was confined to his room by sickness. 

The vote was announced as above recorded. 

Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendment of the Senate was adopt- 
ed; and also moved to lay the motion to recon- 
sider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The third amendment of the Senate was to 
amend the title by adding to it **and for other 
purposes.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the first and third amendments of the 
Senate were concurred in; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILL AND RESOLUTION. 


Mr. COBB, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported that the committee had examined 
and found traly enrolled a bill and joint resolution 
of the following titles; when the Speaker signed 
the same: 

An act (H. R. No. 50) making appropriations 
for the service of the Post Office Department dur- 
ing the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1865; and 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 43) authorizing 
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Fi Pea : were er y . hut f Ww the ’ ie, ary of these dozen generals. Is it fair 
; | : To! ! A) 
\ | ] \ 
. i i ' pP / i Q 
‘ War, or G ral Ha If, 
President, they no longer 
\ t \ () the G nt. \ | 8 } 
Heh he vel Why devoly 
ex if twenty- ess? Why does not the Ex tiv 
; cH : two, re I I m yed i me sery e, re I] sibility ? 
Vir. SOLEN » though it may be below their Many of these officers who are to 
l ~ ployed agents for pris- by thi “bill left civil life for the Army 
t x : vimissal , Quarterm rs, and upon || ficed positions of profit and honor to t , 
i il, | y ; rintendents of |! otic duties, General McClellan left an « 
w ! r drat ind isted All the offi ment of $10,000 a year at the call of Goy 
! Vi ’ \ I i I i vely al Dennison, of Ohio, to take the command in W 
: “ — y | i ‘ ne tn fully em yed, ex t twenty-two. This || ern Virginia, where his services we 
‘ Mm \ t t for fF imy aut economic ind successful. Since then he has sa 
n ment, thine he had made in civil life, and liy 
! ould T ‘ \ t offi I iploye 1 in service upon a salary less than he could obtair 
; not ¢ t r rank, yet they are rendering || Under such circumstances, | ask, is it 
Mr. COX, I move t lend the Jj tt 7 ery faithfuland ind b] rvice tothe Gov- || himfromthe rollsofthe Army? Task 
w \ ernment, Which wou ivet e rendered by some ter of ordinary pecuniary fairness. Not 
| y 8 | rs of inferior ability as would wish to be retained. I do not su 
\ \ ! e. heG m I ts full con- on this bill to his wishes, for I know 
t i vices a re 18 NO ques- wishes were consulted I should mak 
y tot 2 t rest the || sition to this measure. Il place it uj 
f ny can be settled by the Presi- |! grounds, that of common justice to a faithfy 
( : , Who has itin hi wer, W out our action, || accomplished soldier. ; 
. en niss these officers and ke them from thi I know very well the argumentof ¢ 
\] KERNAN f th a in w : But lu lerst i matter, even be WSe d her sand should be consid 
Iw Tey . itu for the wh , el I ruld do this, the Government this House. I wish it were used m 
, vy Save yut three hundred thousand dol- But there 1s something more involved 
VM ( Ox | wi vit j to th rentleman for rannum vy this measure—the saiaries of than econ my. If the se gener | 
t twelve officers—a sum fora year not one || this particular way, it will seem to 
Mr. KERNAN. I move to strik t fier || tenth of what is required to carry on this Admin- || their honor. The only way to drop t 
, and to insert ora ; a * two of thes uid military way is by the amen \ 


s t l ‘ I It should be done by a board of 11 | i 
t : UI A wo unemployed, one IS put should examine to see whether the 
iown being in prison—General Neal Dow— |} to be ruled out of service becaus 
9 j AS oe a : iwi c and t ras being in Cone 3s, my friend from other reasons, are fit to do that duty 
" mr mula to | Kentucky [Mr. Smirn] who now stands by my || they were originally called into thi 


id would like to read a report from 
Page Mr. SMITH With t permission of my || tizing McClellan 


‘ ‘ | + . ane » ] - a + ey ry" ’ +) . 
War | ited that I was relieved from duty The ot} lay, when the questio1 





. ) ra | W 
3 was made Vi} l ignation Was colleagu , (Mr. Scuencx,]} why it 
j mad n the 2BUth of September, 1863, to take ef- ex lusively with the Preside it t ! 
‘op ling t fect on the Ist of December following, afew days || cers whenever he should see proper, 
\ tieer who, by t efore the meeting of Congress. I had been in |} he has already the authority to do,) | 
k. st the serv actively until t 20th of September, || that it would fix a stigma upon the 
i lent ott J l when Il was puton rect iting duty ir th State of these officers to remove them in t 
: of ae arn Kentucky. At the time the report w made I |} seems to me that the same reason 
| ai M a was out of office, my resignation having taken || oneration of this bill. No officer, 1 
the \ ; usioned mat by || effect on the Ist of December. should ever have any undeserved st 
N ind t rother cases. But I have felt that it was due to myself to make him by his superior officer, even if 
: ; —S : 3 : . a% 7 3 in Statement I do not want it to go out that | ident é If not in that cage, why should ¢ 
; io 7 See Sea cee was relieved from duty before my resig ion || do the same thing, unless there is first 
vice of the Unit was accepted. Itis, however, due to the Secre- inquiry into his military conduct at 
oner of war in the hands of t ry of War to say that the resignation sent by || Su h an inquiry my amendment pr 
ay acre tetaaaie” toy py me from the field was not, for some reason or |) js a fair proposition. It is military. I 


' ' er, received untilafter the meeting of Congress, || It will help the service; while the 


mMaugo 


n fous eact Yr July 22. 1861, « and my attention was called toit. ‘The mistak« bill may, without trial, over: 


lic | an cea ng || was corrected in the Department, and they prom- || and fix upon them a stain which 1s w 


nt to that effect, but I |} wound upon their character. 
: t ' } . inthe an, ¢ r t 
red { vice of the Uni lave not yet received it. [ haveneverbeenin the || I| have indicated in my amendmen 


. } 
q tial to ' ' ' ‘ ] } 


lutyas || field without a command, and every command I |} who have received the thanks of Cor 


to give me a Statemeé 


done its duty. be made an exception to this prop | i 


(‘OX Mr. S r, | presume that the Mr.COX. Iam glad that the gentleman from |} do not disguise the fact that my i 








Ly ngue (Mr. Scuenck Kentucky has it in his power to make this state- || except from the operation of the j 
1 presing this bill,and which heavowed the other || ment. I have no doubt that it is satisfactury to ||} General McClellan who did receiv 
day, 14 ex nn He disclaimec ving verybody. Congress. Unanimously,sir, on theY ' 
’ t ce atany pacticular officer o1 Several of these twenty-two generals thus un- || 1862, immediately following the bat W 
’ I i to accept his disclaimer. mployed have been relieved because of wounds. liamsburg,upona resolution offered by a1 
Mr. LIENCK 1 | ’ ive Lo correct my c« They are Generals Sickles, Hatch, Tower, Bar- upon the opr site side of the House, Mr. L 
ilar. ‘That was part of the rea- ww, Paul, Rowley,and others. This bill should JOY,] Congress thanked that distinguis! 
Phe tw sicalon Che not, and properly does not, affect them. Nowlet || eral. The resolution was voted for by you,4 
the other to make room for the us see who are to be affected. It reaches thenonly |} Speaker, with great alacrity. That reso! ' 
se W re performing the dutik abouta dezen unemploved officers All the econ will have read. : 
t It had td object i my of thet is reduced to these officers. Who The Clerk read the resolution, as f \ 
it will hav it double effect. ire they They are Generals McClellan, Fré- ‘ Resolved. That it is with feelings of profound ¢ 
Mr. COX Very , l understand that. H mont, Buell, Wallace, McCook, Crittenden, Mil- |} to Almighty God that the House of Repres 
isclaimed that anything personal was intended roy, Og y, Hartsuff, Andrew Porter, Aber- || time to time, hear of the triumphs of the [ 
y this bill, andl a pt that disclaimer in the ‘rombie, and Roberts. I may omit one or two || te great struggle fo the supremacy of the ‘ ; 
pirit in which it was made. The remarks I have from inadvertence. I see by the morning papers ang een a profound satis = 
ter will indicate the « tof the bill upon cer- that General Wallace is ass! to active duty. intellige nce of the recent victories achieved . 
tain officers of the Army. As a matter of course Milt | be emploved. || of the Potomac, associated from their Jo 
Some time ago this House passed a resolution [hat may be the case with others that I have of the Revolution, and that the sinces io R.M 
yo} Paes . ; ; oo ' ee ire hereby tendered to Major General George ! i 
rof the War Department what genera named. ‘These,then, are all that will be affected 


q , | , | for the display of those high military qualities W 
officers were unemployed, and what gencral offi- |) by this bill. All the saving, then, will be the eal- |! important results with but little sacrifice of human 4" 
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\tr. COX. I am sorry my colleague [M: Army. ‘The amendment of the gentleman from |! failure of the Gover sto aid him. a: i 
t presel { t House to New Y S \ mad W war ; . 
i listing shed j t } V \ ( il Y. WW 
t ‘high 1 y quay Mr. SMUT \ 1d exterm 
vied ny 1 Secure impor ure Army, but w t Or; a ‘ — 
; \ t ditlie sacrvjice of human l alls ‘ without d Is the t t we ren tire 1, nm) aa \ \ t 
iys were not called upon that resolu- man to take t ( rt of inquiry from the same hope of ‘ 
uple reason that every member be- | class of men? 2° Il know, sir, that stigr \ G ra 
It went through the House nemine Mr.COX. Of rse the Pi lent will select MeClelian all over the ec ry | may 
Kvery one of us in ha py accord Lcourt ¢ y justas 1 the! s. Lknow l resultof such general defama ! | . 
splendid tribute to the beloved cap- of no ! } except to the President in it the cor ‘ n ( ‘ Wat 
uwmy ofthe Potomac. A splendid su t ; irrested the other dav u t y 
For what laurels ever crowned the brow Mr. SMITH Well, I give notice that I shall | inebriate, because it was said that he \ 
nigod equal to those honors which ffer ndment providing that t court of | that Genet MeClellan was in erimi: cont 
r around the memory of him whos inquiry ‘omy d of m who are actu- || ¢ with General Lee duri Maryla ) 
West. triumphs have been won with but [ttl allv int rvice. pairn, after the batde of An am. T') . 
iman life? Long after the carping Vir. COX I should have no o tion to that || d A iL view to Gene Me 
the conduct of the war,’’ who |) amendment ; with} treachery is Govern | 
rted truth to injure a general whose abii- Mr. KERNAN. I will accept of that amend heve, however, that that story, so infat 
ve their compre ne nsion, shall have ment if the vwentleman from Kentu ky d res In strous, is already een ex oded lt was 
way;longafterthe political hucksfrs who Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, my eague [Mr. tarted the day ; New H 
ed in reviling him in order to add to their || Scuenck] the other day, when 1 opposed the im- || tion, pu ed in all the Repu \ ers,and 
is shall be numbered with the for- mediate sage of the bill, thoucht I desired a || was not cont i by mu ' , 
1; long after the vacillation and inter- chance to make a speech for General McClellan. tion. Ind ,~ it W ened u rie i 
resumptuous civilians Shall be dis- Il assure him that that was not my intention atall, here until this morning, ,when the inebriate, 
, . dishonored oblivion, this utterance of |} and that it is not my in tion now There w ing r, was abou rey e plot by w 
Legislature will live and shine; not, |} no necessity for it then, nor is there any now he was intrapped into the clutches of 
! | We passt d it. but because in an hour All that I have said or desire to say is ca | 1 fame W ta ’ ' | 
impulse we recorded our testimony to by the bill introduced by my colleague, which || revealed! Elow ready is party on ! 
vhich the historian ** will not willingly || strikes at General McClellan. side to clutch and circulate any foul slander, how 
Those triumphs which are unstained It would be enough to say, as an objection to || ever senseless and grout , ise feat 
ve been so few and signal in this and this bill, t it it will have the effect of remittu y and ha Gener Viet 
lat among the good they involun- |} General McC n to the rezular Army and cut- Mr. Speaker, itis hardly necessary and y 
the choicest approbation of the hu- |} tir r off his pay, th forcing him tor rn his po- proper for me here to. ( uch calumi 
du inteilect. So few and signal are sition as the first m r ener Und the cir- is they have been circula i | y thie Admin ra 
| might be pardoned for imagining that |} cumstances. would operate as a stiema upon n party throughout the land, their « ion 
W y Prince of Peace himself would conde- him,and would ve a disast us effect upon the ! vuld have as eXtensive a circulation, I trust, 
dew with something of His own grac 9 esprit of the Army, where he has tl inds and Mr Speaker, with your permission, that the 1 
te toa noble de stiny that martial th yusand f dev i friends, and amone the peo porte rs in the callery will give as wide a ci 
| 4 h achieves its victories without the nle too, where he has thousands and thousands || tion to this denial as was given to the under 
‘fraternal blood. ‘They antedate that of ardent adn which was started under the auspices of som f 
lay—that holy time which seems so dis- A measure of this kind, striking at the military your peculiar friends. 
ir mortal view—when the ** music of the || status of a general who for two or three years has I say here that General McClellan has never 
\ | W "3% I is sh ull displace the harsh clangor oLy pall hi dous energies to the cause of the seer Ge neral Le e Since 1855; that he has ne ver 
s, and its sweeter song Republic, should have better reasons than mere held any communication with him wn writing ex- 
ill swell from shore to shore; economy. For what is héto be disgraced? Is it for cept in reference to prisoners and wounded men, 
QO Ope, one faith, One love restore his promptrescue of Western Virginia,whereamid Which communications or copies were at once sent 
Une seathless robe that Jesus wore.” the mountai indalone the Kanawha, with many to the War Department During the Maryland 
m which brings such painless, wound- || of my ow) tituents from Ohio, he advanced || campaign he never heard from and never saw 
s, all-merciful, all-loving results, is || the banner of the Union? Is itfor his humane and |} General Lee at all, or any of his officers Chis 
wi h achaplet fragrant forever with the orderly marc} to those disaffected recions which story was not only made out of whole cloth, but 
wers of peace! his arms preserved from the rebels, while his policy hoddy cloth at that. Lwillnothelp to give « 
Now, to dismiss an officer who has beenthanked || saved it from disaffection and ravage? Is it for || rency to such stories, by aiding the passage of a 
beautiful, expressive, and truthful his grand system of strategy whereby he du ed ‘| bill like this, which would seem to be predicated 
General McClellan wasthanked by Con- |! successfully t operations of every point on the on them. This bill will have the effeet, if it be 
Way , ,is not only unmilitary and unjust, but a || Cumberland, on the Tennessee, on the Miss passed, of giving added strength to this system 
to the prece ding Congress which I am sippi, at New Orleans, round to the Carolinas, || ¢ fdefamation. It will naturaily be asked why 
rtoallow. If we were wrong then, let || where Burnsid ieved those successes which || Congress should displace and disgrace a soldier 
t st some inquiry into the justice or he so promptly att ted to his superio1 Is it ke him to whom I have referred Why « 
ot ourencomium. for thus illuminating the ** whole horiz n’?? with his name from the rolls of the Army, uni there 
( Many of these officers who are to be dishon- || the blaze of tory, achieved upon a compreher s something wrong in his conduct, or some per 
y this bill have not only impaired or Jost ive plan, wh immation he had reserved ly in his character, similar to that im | 
ines but have imperiled life and limb || for hisown army of the Potomac? Isit for found- mputations to which | have referred? L 
rving the Republic against the creat re- || ine that nol y tofthe ruins of the Bull Rut uu e careful of the character and reputation of 
This bill proposes by a sweeping clause disaster? Isit for ving thatarmy by his unprece- men who have served the country so zealously 
em from service without many of them dented and 1 tus retreat for seven days and and so well, even though their political opi is 
y juate means atthis time to take care of || nights after the ** Government” had failed to sus- |} and policy may not please those who are now in 
3. tain him, and when thrown hi wn re- power. 
| t know what may be the wishes of other |} sources? Is it for r ing the army after Generals Mr. Speaker, there are various objections that 
who are to be degraded by this bill, but || Lincoln, Pope, and Halleck had blundered? Isit || might be urged against this bill, which a military 
i know, that gentlemen on the other side || becaus took rmy, weary i wan, footsore n could more properly judge than myselt 
ve it not in their power to degrade General Me- || and dispirited, and by his simple presence made it || There is a sort of sensibility among military men 





, even if it be their intention to attempt it. heroic and morous to be led at once after the en- || which t 
ve their ass 





llarm at any attempt to piace them 
aults. 1 wish it distinctly || emy? Isitbecause the Presidentsaid he was worth | servilely before ghe Executive. ‘This bill pro- 
d that in speaking as Idol don t plead iny ten generals, if were compressed 1nto one, || post ;to do this. We have enough of this cringing 
vay i I » does not ask any favors from the when itb ime ‘ ry t vet irchive the ibiectness in the etv ervice utnoueh it} ] 
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WV rside of the House or from the Administra- || capital, and the personnel of this Administration? vowed that this bill originated in partisan pa n 
I His ivors and deeds are historic and vpe- Is t because tw I ive | this { nal nit ie nd per nairancor, Ar d although l navea 
Mir. Lov > foa Detter tribunal than a partisan Congress || including those at the other end of the avenue ed that disavowal, yet the people of this country, 
s! Party press. who have done their utmost to traduc ind dis- ind the gallant soldiers of the Army, in spite of 
\ \ 


VV, : , ; 
y ’ : 7 SMITH. I intended, a few moments ago, rrace him? Isit for these services—now, (hanks ich disclaime rs, Will LOOK UPON it in that 





80) , .a question of the gentleman from Qhio, | to his n truthful report, committed to history, \n honorable body like this should repudiate 
vith his permission | will ask it now before ||} and over which recorded honors will gather for- such sinister appearances by repudiating the | 


iows:! iISscs ft 


" too far from the point to which it re- || ever? For which of all these works do ye pelt | itself, 
lg . I must be allowed to say that I do not, || him with your pitiful persecutions? Ah! no, for Mr. FARNSWORTH. Mr. Speaker, Ido not 





i P ing this question, intend tocommit myself none of these; but because, forsooth, he would intend to detain the House long in the discu 
‘particular line of policy in reference to this || have made the war honorable and civilfzed; not || of this resolution, nordo I propose at the j t 
ei oo _ The proposition of the rentleman from a war for political faction, partisan revenge, or time to make any remarks in re ply to t et 
satista ‘New York (Mr. Kernan] is to order a court of || fanatical hate , buta war *§ to enforce the equal gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Cox] in regard to any 
: _ 2 /¥Y to examine into the cases of these men || operation of the laws of the United States upon yne of the general officers to be afiected by this | 
Sv ire not now ina tiv ervice, I would ask th QD ay f every State;’’? a war to save j As was very well said by th hairman the ¢ 


whence he could get that court of inquiry? || notto destroy the Constitution! Because he dared ttee on Military Affairs, that committee did not 





r ; F } 7 , ' ¢ ; ft n i if 
\ secu’s Be tr. COX. I suppose, of course, the court of to write to hisM ty from the sacred prec 3 1, in the framing of this re illo und in 
uman |i ~ biry would be drawn from the officers of the |] of Malvern Hill, in the agony of his heart at the ringing it to the attention of the House, to make 
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any assault on any particular general officer. It 


Is Nota personal thing. The peopie find a large 
nu rotmayjor renerals and brigadier genera 

at ! i(f « rs all over the country draw 
ing their pay re lar y and performing no duty 
They are tound in almost every city inthe Union 
—major nerals, brigadier generals, and their 
taf officers, consisting of colonels, lieutenant 
colonels, majors, captains, & The p opie very 
naturally ask, ** Why is this? Isit right that we 


should be taxed to upport these officers in then 
retirement, while we are sending out our sons for 
thirteen dollars a month to ficht the battles of the 
country?’’ In that condition of things Congress 
convenes Vi ry soon after the as embling of 
Conegre Son the 14th of December, I think, I had 
the honorof submitting a resolution, which was 
adopted unanimously, calling on the Secretary of 

eral officers thus unem- 


War for iti ot tnose wa 


ple yed, the amountof their salary, the names and 
numbers of their staff officers, and the amount of 
their pay; also calling on him for a list of those 


general officers who wer employe d on duties not 
with their rank. 
| hold in my hand the answer of the Secretary 
of War There may have | een 
and probably have been, some changes made 
this letter of the Secretary of War was laid before 
the Hlouse I think some of the officers mentioned 
in the letter have been ordered to duty. Other 
enreleved fromduty. From that 
that there were on the 11th of Jan- 
secre tary wrot it, fourteen major 
y unemployed and eleven briga- 


commensurat 


to that resolution, 


, 


since 


| 


officers have br 
ls tler iLappears 
vary, When the 


‘ } 
Fenerais entire 


dier generals, the monthly pay of themselves and 
statf officers amounting to $12,233 Atthat time 
the following officers were not doing any duty: of 
major generals, McClellan, Frémont, Rosecrans, 
Buell, MeClernand, Wallace, Milroy, Oglesby, 
Crittenden, MeCook, Sickles, Hancock, Hart- 
sulf,and Ord. Ofthese generals, Oglesby, Sickles, 


Liancock, and Hartsuff 


was sick and has since joined his corps. 


had been wounded. Ord 
Of bri ro 
there were Andrew Porter, Gor- 
man, Abercrombie, T. W.Sherman, Paul, Tower, 
Dow, Arnold, Roberts, Meredith, and 


} 
nerais 


nidier se 


Barlow. 


Most of them had either been wounded in the 
service or were sick. Sherman was severely 
wounded at Port Hudson, Paul at Gi ttysburg, 
and ‘Tower at Bull Run. Dow was wounded and 


a prisoner at Richmond. Arnold was sick. Bar- 
low had been wounded at Gettysburg. 

it also appears from this report that there are 
no less than eight general officers in command of 
depots of drafted men, and since this letter was 
prepared | think other officers have been assigned 
to like duties. I think a general officer has re- 
cently been assigned to the command of the depot 
for drafted men at Springfield, the capital of my 
State, althoueh we have not a drafted man in the 
State, and never have had, and are not likely to 
have. There is, | think, another general officer 
inasimilar position at Indianapolis, another at 
New York, another at Portland, Maine, another 
at New Haven,and so on. Two general officers 
are on duty atthe War Department performing 
a sort of staff duty,a sortof clerkly duty, and yet 
drawing more pay than any Assistant Secretary in 
any one of the Departments of the Government. 
‘Two major generals are on the retiring board or- 
ganized for the purpose of examining and retiring 
officers of the regular Army. There is a briga- 
dier general on duty, I think, with the Governor 
of a State as a sort of recruitipg superintendent 
for that State; and soon. Itis unnecessary to go 
the list, but there are, or were at the 
time this letter was prepared, thirty-nine general 
officers on duties not commensurate with their 


rank, mem! 


over entire 


vers of various boards, on courts-mar- 
tial, Superintending recruiting service, command- 
ing depots of dratted men, and so scattered over 
the country, drawing the pay of officers com- 
manding brigades, divisions, and corps in the field, 

the main which could as 


and performit 
by a captain ora lieutenant as 


Y duti S 1h 
well be performed by 
by a brigadier or major general. 

Now, sir, the question is simply this: whether, 
while the country is being taxed and oppressed 
with taxes to the extremest point, while we are 
passing « nroliment laws and calling on the people 
for a draft, making every effort and exertion to 
support and maintain our armies in the field, while 
the ‘Treasury ts groaning under the drafts upon it 
to pay the soldiers, whose pay ts often delayed 
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two, three, and four months from the time it is 
lue, we 
officers wh 


shall continue longer the payment of thes 
» are rendering no equivalent in their 
country? 


the 


ervices to the 
The answer of ntleman from Ohio [Mr. 
! tand him 1s 


Cox] asl under , first, that to drop an 


otn r from the rolls of the Army disgraces him. 
Now, sir, there must be ahead of the Army some- 
where. The Constitution of the United States 


that head inthe Chief Executive, and makes 
the Presidentof the United States the Commander- 
in-Chief. L[say there must be a head, there must 
be an arbitrary power residing somewhere in the 
Government having in its control the organization 
of the Army. 

Well, sir, the President has relieved these men 
from duty, and unless Congress assumes the right 
to direct the management of the Army entirely, 
you must take things as they are, and trust tothe 
President of the United States to say when he shall 
relieve an officer from duty. 

The country finds these men relieved from duty, 
drawing their pay, returning to the Government 
no adequate equivalent, rendering no service. 
Shall we continue to pay them? That is the ques- 
tion. Whether they have been rightfully or 
wrongfully relieved from duty, shall we continue 
to pay this sum from year to year while they are 
rendering no service tothe Government? Why, 
Sit , the President made those men gene rals. They 
were not born with aninherent right to be general 
ongress never passed any law thatthey 
should be general officers. I do not understand 
that General McClellan or General Frémont has 
either of them a life estate in a gee neralcy. I do 
not understand that the doctrine * once a general 
always ag 
The Presid 


finds tl 


miaces 


officers. C 


neral’’? applies to this class of men. 
nt made them generals, and whenhe 
iem deficient, or believes them to be so, 
he must have the power to unmake them or to 
relieve them from duty. 

Mr. HERRICK. Will the gentleman say that 
the President has not now the power to remove 
any general from the Army? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. The President has 
the power by law to dismiss any officer from the 
Army arbitrarily, but as he does not exercise that 
power, we propose in this case to punch up the 
Presidenta little, and make him either return them 
to duty or drop them. 

Mr. HERRICK. You want to rid the Presi- 
dentof the responsibility, and to put it upon Con- 
fress. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Ido not hear the gen- 
tleman. 

Mr. HERRICK. I say that the object of the 
proposition is to relieve the President of respons- 
ibility, and to let Congress assume it. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. If the President does 
notexercise that responsibility in conformity with 
the demands of the people of the country, l want 
Congress to direct him to do it. 

Now, sir, how long shall these men continue to 
draw pay and do no duty? 

Mr. PENDLETON. 
man to say that the President has the power now 
to dismiss from the Army any general officer that 
he sees fit, and that he ought to exercise that 
power whenever he deems the officer not compe- 
tent to discharge the duties of his position. I ask 
whether the only effect of this law upon the pow- 
ers of the President will not be, where we have 
officers incompetent to discharge the duties of their 
offices, to relieve them from command for the space 
of three months, when they necessarily drop from 
the service? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Not exactly. This 
law only provides that officers who shall not have 
been on duty within three months from the Ist 
day of Aprit next—the original bill was 15th day 
of March—shall be dropped from the roll of the 
Army. It is not a continuing law that every offi- 


cer who shall be absent three months shall be | 


dropped. 

Mr.PENDLETON. Doesthe gentleman mean 
to say that those generals who have been relieved 
from cbmmand by caprice, and not because they 
were waworthy of their position, are under this 
bill to be dropped out of the Army? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
every general officer not performing duty com- 
mensurate with his rank, and not upon duty 
within three months from the Ist of April, shall 
be dropped from the Army. 


| understand the gentle- | 


—— 


\| argument of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. © 


I mean to say that | 


ST 
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Mr. PENDLETON. Whether for cause 
nots 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. A section in 
provide s for the case of his absence o Cas 
by sickness or wounds. 

The bill is plain, and every member mug: 
dersggand it. The President has the power 
arbitrarily to dismiss any officer. I think } 
slow in exercising that power in some insta 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message was received from the & nati 
fying the Louse that that body had concurreg 


the amendment of the House to the amendmen: 
the Senate to House joint resolution No, 37 , 
authorize the Secretary of the Treasury t : 
| pate the payment of interest on the public d 
and for other purposes. 


UNEMPLOYED GENERAL OFFICERS—AgGary 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Now, sir, it is prop, 
by this joint resolution simply to dispose of ¢| 


cases as we find them. It disposes of the geners 
officers who are running around the country » 


doingno duty. I wantsuch officers dropped fron 
the rolls. As to disgracing an officer, I have oy); ( 


this to say: you do not add much to the disgrg 
of an officer who has been relieved from duty six 
or eight months and has been drawing pay for 
| that time by dropping him and stopping his: 
For my own part, I regard it as more disgracefy 
for an able-bodied man with two stout arms wear. 
ing a major general’s shoulder-straps to draw f 
or five hundred dollars a month from the T; 
ury without doing anything in this crisis of | 
| country than to relinquish his pay and com 
sion. The officer who will draw his pay w 
| he has been notified by the Governm nti 
services are not wanted—that they can 
pensed with—disgraces himself more tha 
being dropped from his pay and emoluments 
Mr. MILLER, of Pennsylvania. Is not th 
gentleman from I\linois aware that to-day onet , 
of the brigades in the field are commanded by t 
whose rank is not above thatofa colonel? | 
whether it is notincumbent on the Committ 
Military Affairs to answer why this is the 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Itisthe case that 
large number of brigades in the field—I d 
know whether so many as the gentleman states— 
have been commanded by colonels for mor 
a year. Why? Because these major generalsa 
brigadier generals stand in the way of their pro 


| tion. These officers who do no duty prevent 

worthy colonels who have borne the heat and ; 

| den of the day from getting promotion. 
Mr. HERRICK. Why does not the Presid 

| deprive these supernumerary generals of their I 

commissions? : 


Mr.FARNSWORTH. That isa question! 
gentleman had better ask the President. C 

I do not intend to make any personal attack 
upon any one of these general officers. 1d 
discuss their merits. I do not discuss theirm 
tary ability or their political opinions. ‘This res 
olution drops them in couples, and they go | 
one upon one side and one upon the other of 
litical questions. I do not inquire what their} 
itics are, nor have I inquired what are the poll 
of many of them. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I understand the ¢ 
man from Illinois to say that he thinks ita dis: 
grace for any general officer to hold his commané a. 
after he had been relieved from a particular se™ 
vice. lerst 


nN) 








Does the gentleman mean to be unde! 
to say that whenever the President sees fit to re- 
lieve an officer from a particular command It 
expected by the country and by the Presi 
that heshall resign his office; and that when ver 
he is relieved from any particular command! 
to be considered in the eyes of the country ase 
graced by the President? 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. 


I was replying to! 
i 


who said that the dropping of these officers !' 

their position, pay, and emoluments was disere 

ful, and I said that it would not add to the‘ 

grace of an officer who year after year had" 

dered no service to the country but sull draws 

pay. p OS a 
Mr. COX. The gentleman himself has Set 
in the service, and knows something about ca 

|| customs and feelings of military men, and aon 0! 
\| him if a general is relieved from active servi” 
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iil 


J. and he should resign his place, whether 
i not be looked upon by the Army and the 
<a disgraced man, and whether he would 
‘yingaservice When at sometime or other, 

ise with General McClellan, the Ad- 
tion might want him again for some very 


5 t purposes 


FARNSWORTH. That would depend 
cumstances. If a man were relieved for 
liseraceful act, and should resign, his re- 
would not add to the disgrate. If re- 
mporarily, | do not consider it the duty 

- the moment he is relieved to resign 
:mission. But it doesseem to me, in this 

Je of our affairs, that if an officer finds that 
rvices are not wanted by the Government 

re than twelve months, an honorable and 
minded man does not disgrace himself by 
suishing his pay and emoluments by resign- 
is commission, relinquishing his pay, and 


,f 
vil 


yicel 


x to work in some 
g re appreciated. 
Most of these officers were appointed from 

fe, General Frémont was recalled from 


Rurope to take the appointment of a major gen- 
ral. General McClellan was appointed from 


ife; I think he was engaged in civil engi- 
r in the State of Ohio at the time he recelve d 
s first commission. So it is with most of these 
ficers. Those gentlemen have the same capa- 
ty to enter civil life that they had before, and 
ountry wants their services in their former 
acity as muchasit didthen. The y certainly 
rht not to consider themselves as pensioners 
bounty of the Government because they 

n once commissioned. If that were so, 
rse the/doctrine would olstain here that once 
eral always a general, and, by the same 
ss of reasoning, once amember of Congress 
ways a member of Congress, and so with all 


ive vet 


le 
! lais. 





When the people say to these men their ser- 
not needed any more, and they are re- 
{ from duty, why should this Government 

L d upon to continue their pay month after 
month and year after year, any more than they 
should pay the employés around this Capitol after 
y are discharged?) When this Capitol is fin- 
l,and before it is finished, I expect many 
-masons at work upon it will be discharged, 
hall we continue to pay those mechanics 
th after month and year after year because 


y were once employed by the Government? 


When clerks employed in the Departments are 
discharged, do you continue their pay? Not at 
all. Do you not upon every change of Adminis- 
tration turn out vast numbers of officials and put 
hers,and does not their pay then cease? Yes. 
Does nota man who hires another, either profes- 
sionally or as a laborer, discharge him when he 
gets through with his services, and cease to pay 
him wages? Yes. 
lask, then, in the name of commonsense, why 
itis thata man, because he has two stars on his 
uldergs, is to be placed upon a better footing 
iregard to his salary and his right to draw money 
rom the Treasury of the United States than any 
other employé or official of the Government? 
Mr. MILLE t,of Pennsylvania. As amatter 
urse | have a disposition to agree with the 
gentleman as far as I can, and, in order to under- 
stand his precise position, I thought proper to 
ask him one or two questions. I now propose 
ask him another. I desire to know whether 
Wishes to be understood as saying that when, 
for instance, General McClellan reached Alexan- 
Ura, from Harrison’s Landing, and was super- 
seded by Pope, prior to the battle of Antietam, it 
was incumbent upon General McClellan to resign 
ecause of that supersedure ? 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I have already said 
at I decline to enter into a personal discussion 
‘he merits of these several officers, for the con- 
scration of this measure does not require it. 
W Hen the general referred to by my friend over 
ie way becomes a candidate for the Presidency, 
*e tay then discuss his merits. ; 
Mr. MILLER, of Pennsylvania. That has 
“ing todo with my interrogatory, which goes 
argument. I sim- 


‘ 


‘ 
( 


‘ 


potnt of the gentleman’s 
ply iade use of the name of General McClellan 
“! Order to give my idea a pointed direction. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. 


capacity where his ser- 


| slight ck 


think that it is the duty of Congress to deal with 


major generals and brigadier generals just as we 

would deal with subordinate officers. © 
When offic: 

duty they are dismissed 


onel, a captal 


from 
A col- 
for very 
wuse, has his shoulder-straps taken from 


him and is sent 


rs are relieved 
and sent home. 


subordinate 
, a lieutenant, sometimes 
home. 


You discharge your com- 
mon soldier and send him home without a pension 
unless he has been disabled in the service. A 
general officer, like a private, is entitled to a pen- 
sion when disabled. But I think itis the duty of 
Congress to treat general officers who are 


ing no service to the 


render- 
Government in the same 
manner in which they treat employés in other de- 
partments of the Government. Why should we 
pay men money who render no equivalent there- 
for, and many of whom will render no more ser- 


|} Vice in the fic ld, in all probability, during the ex- 


| and musteri 


istence ofthis war? ‘Thequestion simply is, shall 
we continue to pay them for doing nothing? and 
that is all there is of it. We have provided by 
law for the consolidating of skeleton regiments 
y out supernumerary Officers, and 
is often done. Field and line officers are thus 
discharged, and their pay ceases, and that too for 
no shadow of fault of theirs. 


t 
L 


So, too, we retire officers of the Army who have 
served their 


country faithfully forty-five years, 


and for no other fault, and cut off half their pay. 
Mr. KERNAN obtained the floor. 
Mr. COX. With the permissi 


yn of the centle- 


} man from New York, I would like to explain the 


| has received the 


last clause of my amendment, which provides that 
no man shall be dropped from the service who 
thanks of under- 
stand that it has the uniform custom of the 
Navy Department in no case to retire any 
for any cause whatever, who has received the 
thanks of Congress. ‘There is a law to thateffect. 
So Iam informed by my friend from Maryland, 
[Mr. Tomas. } 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. The gentleman from 
Ohio knows very well that the thanks of Con- 
rress are rather cheap nowadays. I 


Congress. I 
been 


officer, 


think we 


| have thanked almosteverybody who has had any- 


thing to do with the Army, and if the doctrine is 
to prevail thatevery man who has been thanked 
by Congress for si 


done is to be 


me Imaginary good that he has 
a perpetual office-holder, it seems 
to me that it is time the c untry should know it. 
I would ask the gentleman if he proposes to con- 
tinue in office perpetually every man who has re- 
ceived the thanks of Congress? 

Mr. COX. I only referred to that to show 
whathas been the custom and the law,and I think 
courtesy requires that we should conform to it. 
I know that this thing of tendering the thanks of 
Congress has been cheapened lately, not, how- 
ever, by our side of the House. But where a gen- 
eral has received the thanks of Congress solemnly 


| andafter investigauion by the Military Committee 


it is entitled to some consideration; as much with 
reference to the Army as to the Navy. 
I wish to repeat again that General McClellan 


| asks no favor of this sort from anybody in power. 


If you rule him out, he 
gard to consequences. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Thegentleman knows 
very well that itis the custom of Congress, when 
they thank a commanding general, to thank also 
all the officers and men under his command. 
Does he wish to include all the officers and men 
who have been under General McClellan’s com- 
mand? 

Mr. COX. If they are worthy of it I would 
keep them all in. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. You would keep them 
all in? 

Mr. COX. Yes, if they are worthy. I would 
rather have kept the gentleman in the Army than 
have had him here in Congress. [{Laughter.] 


Mr. KERNAN. Mr. Speaker, | am in favor 


will go out without re- 


| of relieving the Treasury and the Army from off- 


cers who are unfit to render service in the rank 
which they fill. But I desire to call the attention 
of the House to the resolution introduced by the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and also to the 
substitute which I h 
effecting this object. The resolution provides that 
all major generals and brigadier generals who shall 


1} - ‘ s 

on the Ist of April next not be in service, and 
| 
At present we have || who shall not have been during the three months 


*my to deal with the subject as we find it, and I |! prior thereto, shall be dropped from the rolls of the 


ive offered, with a view of 
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| of them under political pressure. 


LLOl 


Thus we wake a classof men who are in 
that category without any wish on their part to be 
there, Who are place@there by the act of the Pres 


Army. 


ident,and we declare that they shall be d opped 
from the rolls. The substitute which L offer di 
fers from the original in one particular only. I 
have copte d the original propositionentirely, ex 


cept thatinstead of dropping allthe men w ho hap- 
pen to be in that position, I provide that the Pres- 
ident shall appoint a competent board of military 
officers, who shallexamine carefully into the: 
ciency And the capability of all the men described 
in the resolution, to wit, all who are not inactive 
service on the Ist of April, 1864, and who have 
not been for three months prior to that date, and 
shall report to the President who are competent, 
efficient, and fit to perform the duties of their re 

spective ranks,and whoarenot. 1 appeal to this 
House as to which is the proper remedy for the 
evil. If there be, as I doubt not there are, some 
among these brigadier generals and major gener- 
als utterly incompetent to fill the place s, and if, 
on the other ca there be, as the chairman of 
the Committee on Military Affairs frankly admit- 
ted, others who, he believes and we all believe, 
are meritorious officers fit for the place, shall we, 
by an act of Congress, 


! ’ 
legislate the meritorious 
ana 


the worthless, the worthy and the unworthy 
alike, outof place? Should we notrather appoint 
a competent board, and allow those officers whom 
the President has omitted to assign to service cor- 
responding with their rank to go before it, let that 
board examine as to their qualifications for ser- 
vice and report to the President, and, if he ap- 
prove, letthose who are reported to be unfit be dis- 
missed, and those who are reported to be fit and 
valuable for the service of the country be retained 
and assigned to duty? 

I doubt not there are political, not fighting, cen 
erals among them. And who appointed them, and 
why were they appointed? They were appointed 
by the President of the United States, very many 
The y we re ap- 
pointed for their political opinions and their polit- 
ical services. They were, many of them, men 
who never did and never will do valuable 
vice in the Army. A colonel from the district | 
represent, among the first who marched a regi- 
ment of volunteers to the relief of this capital, 
who served faithfully and gallantly all through 
the campaign of the Peninsula, and the succeed- 
ing one in Maryland, who for much of the time 
commanded a brigade, could not get the appoint- 
mentof brigadier general, although recommended 
for the position time and again by his command- 
ing general; buta gentleman from New York, 
recently appointed to the bench by the Presi- 
dent, and others like him, who never faced the en- 
emy, could be appointed to reward them for polit- 
ical services. I amin favor of dismissing that 
class of generals who, no matter by what influ- 
ence appointed, are unfit for the position, and 
hinder the promotion of deserving men; but itis 
but just, and | am in favor of giving to all, whether 
I believe them fit or not, a fair hearing before 
they are dismissed. Let a board of officers be 
appointed; let them examine into each case, and 
report to the President the names of those who 
are unfit, and they will be dismissed. ‘The ‘Treas- 
ury should be ré lieved from the burden of these 
political renerals, one of whom made swagger- 
ing speeches about coming home to crush politi- 
cal opponents in the North after he had crushed 
the rebellion; but when the rebels moved upon 
him at Winchester, so far from crushing, he did 
not even make a manly show of resisting, but 
fled into Pennsylvania. 

I therefore agree with the gentleman from Illi- 
nois, [Mr. Farnswortu.] He need not appeal 
to me to stand by him in favor of relieving the 
Treasury end the Army from those unfit and un- 
worthy men who are pensioned upon it. But | 
would give to every man, whether I think well 
or ill of him, an opportunity to go before a com- 
petent tribunal to be examined, so that we may 
have areason for dropping him if we do drop 
him, and a reason for retaining him if we do re- 
tain him. . 

Sir, | do not mean to enter into a discussion of 
the qualifications of any particular individual. | 
desire to look at this asa practical question, taking 
things as we find them. I am in favor of having 
every one of these officers to whom this resolu- 


ser- 


|| tion applies tried by a competent tribunal. [Let 
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unit tar dl rlowa m ! | V nd il 
friends w 1 yi nat ey have rauurly 
treated I'wo of the generals who by this reso- 
lution, if adopted, would be dismissed from t 
Army are General McClellan and General Fré- 
mont hey have been named in this debate 


Kach of these generals has friends and admirers 
in the Army and throughout the country, and ] 
su i t to those, even, who may sotthink highly 
of General Frémont as a commander, whether it 
19 A Wise measure for the country, whether it will 
have a good effect upon the soldiers in the Army 
who may be attached to him, for Congress by 
law t trip him of his rank and dismiss himfrom 
the Army, and that, too, without his having any 
hearing or trial by any tribunal : 

What effect upon the Army and the country 
will such a proceeding against General McClellan 
have? ‘The effect of dism ing him from the ser- 


i 
vice without there being charges made against 


m ora hearing accorded to him, upon the sol- 
diers who have followed and fought under him 
upon manya bloody field, whose faith in and love 
for him are unshaken by the detraction which a 
partisan, unscrupulous press has hurled against 
him for months, m: y be inferred from the cheers 
Ww has from them whenever and wherever 
they hear | name mentioned. This pi position 
of the committee, if adopted, will impress upon 
the mind iiarge body of soldiers, and u on 
a large portion of the commu ity, the convic ion 
thatfrom political prejudice and j¢ alousy you have 
dealt unjustly with one who has deserved well of 
his country, and who is both able and willing to 
serve her faithfully and effectually in these times 
of trialand of danger if he be granted but an op- 


ed stu ] "7° — : 
Or ity to ado so, l‘herefore, tor the s ot 


I 
the country, if not in justice to General McClel- 
; : 


his resolution should not be 





be summarily dis- 
- . ’ 
missed from the service. It is the grossest in- 
jv stice. 
Let the qualifications of McClellan, Frémont, 
and every other officer aimed at by the resolution, 


be examined into by a competent board, not of 


partisan politicians, but of Army officers; and 
in the opinion of such board, they are unfit for 


nm nd, | t m be a I ed et iem no 

I i y d ut ila them, 

x } ition, by res illo! I 

( I : edented: ¢ a y is 
ex linary proe ling when the Presi 

lent, as Commander-in-Chief, has the power to 
e} 1} nol riends are in the 

m rity in Cong “Ra I would deplore the evils 
h such an act would bring upon the armies 


ot e country. ‘T'o dismissin this s immary way 
who have friends throughout the country 
Lin the Army who | lieve they are competent, 


who have friends among their brother officers who 
» believe, would be regarded not only as an act 
of injustice, but as one insulting to them as sol- 
die 
[ pon this Frout d alone e the n, it seems to me 
ré emen oughtto v in favor of the substitute 
which I have offered, and against the original prop- 
sitior reported byt ymmittee. Thesubsti- 
Wi reliey ( l'r@as ry f the tl ird not tne 
payment of unworthy and ncompetent officers 
Ev ry man affected by the original resolution 
would go before the board created by the substi- 
tute; and | fitness for command will be exam- 


ned into by officers to be selected by the Presi- 
men to remain idle. 


If they are found fit and competent, then they 


ought not to be dropped, for we need all the able 
officers that we have in the country, or we may 
1! | them 
The gentleman from Ilinois[Mr. Farnsworth] 
that it was discraceful for an officer relieved 
from command to draw his pay and emoluments. 
Does he think that the officer whom the Com- 
! ler-in-Chief has seen fit to re ee 
} is not dismissed, having the rightand it being 
his duty to dismiss him if he aide Randiasdiak 
eca e he has been relieved that it would be 
creditable for such officer to resign in a pet and 


y that he would no longer serve the country? 
If there be disgrace in reference to the non-em- 
f officers who are really fit, it rests 
upon some other department and upon some other 
officer than the man who says, ** 1 am ready to 


peril my lif I stand ready to endure the dangers 
warint ry ofmy country. Lamanxious 
loit,and when vor Limnenlel tou’ am will- 
ing to doit.?’? No disgrace rests upon the soldier 
who, having done his duty faithfully in the field, 


and whom the Commander-in-Chi Fedo s notdis- 
miss for in ompetency W hen he has the power to 
lo so, who when re liev d, to use the lancuage of 
L.roughn man in my country, stands re ady to 
draw, whenever they hitch him up, for the good 
of his country.’ ; 

Sir, I cannot believe that any body of legisla- 


tors, taking the facts just as they y are said to be, 
having one class of officers who have been ap- 
pointed, some of whom can do no good, and others 
are fitfor and worthy of the stations to which 
they have been promoted—I cannot believe that 
any lecislative b« dy, that this House, will Say by 


' ‘ ‘ j } 1] 


act of Congress that we will drop them all,that 
! 


we will drop the ab! , fit, brave, ds serving oflicers 
for the purpose of ¢ ettit e rid of the officers who 
are not fit for the po sition which they hold. Let 


t 


us meet the question like just men not afraid to 
do our duty. Let us say that we wil : relieve the 
‘Treasury from every man not fit for the place he 
holds, and that we will give him a eee before 
we do so, and that we will not dismiss, or“ drop, 
to use the language of the resolution, from the ser- 
vice of the United States any officer who is able and 
willing and also stands re ady to assume every 
responsibility that devolves upon him. 
GOLD BILL-—AGAIN. . 

ot ROGERS. [ask the gentleman from New 
York yield to me for a moment. 
a. KE R NAN. Certainly. 

Mr. ROGERS. I ask unanimous consent of 
the House to record my vote on the gold bill. 

There was no objection. : 

Mr. ROGERS. ‘I voted in the negative. 

Mr. CHANLER. I ask the same privilege. 

Mr. STEVENS. I must object. [donot know 
where this thing is going to eud. 

Mr. CHANLER. It does not affect the result. 

Mr. STEVENS. 1 mustobject. 

UNEMPLOYED OFFICERS—AGAIN. 

Mr. RERNAN. Mr. Speaker, I will be par- 
doned for again asking every man in the House 
whe a r ba does not think it will be detrimental | 
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to the country, detrimental to tl 
the proper spirit in our Army, o1 


have it saed nat this House 


leg i ¢ 
Frémont out of office? Will not those wh 
followed and have faith in him f 
cowardly stab at him and his friends? The. l 
say that the President of the Unit d St i — 
appointed him and knows all about hi ty af 
power to dismiss him, with cause or wi 
and that he has notdoneit, but thatC . 
come in and legislated him out of offi ew : 


assigning a single reason, 

Take another general to be affected. Ww 
effect will it have upon the army of the Po 
which has firm faith in and affection { 
leader? What effect willit have upon } 
throughout the country? It will be sq 
was voted out because the Pre = nt } 
fit to employ him, although brav. and 
and re ady to respond to any hats - 
injustice of such a proposition Is appar 
We propose to strike down without cay 
who saved this nation at Antietam. 

That officer came to a disorganizé 
brave army,a beaten army which had by 
back upon the capital, when the tide of war wos 
rolling onward tows rd the northern States, 
had then been relieved of command, was id|: 
as he is now, but he promptly came at 
of the country, and that army gathered ar 
him and had faith in him that he would | 
to meet vi toriously the enemy whi had 
driven them under General Pope throuch 4 
oinia toward the ca ipit PS hey did gather 
him and under him, did fight a battle and 
victory which should never be forgotte: 
man who loves the Constitution and } 
Government of ours will be upheld. 

Mr. SMITH. I ask the gentleman from N 
York to yield to me a moment, that I may 
a Spe cial report from the committee to whi. 3 
referred the resolution relating to Gales andS 
ton. 

Mr. KERNAN. I will yield. 

The SPEAKER. Though this committ 
leave to report at any time, they cannot reportex- 
cept by unanimous consent when the H 
engaged upon any other question. N 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Then [ object 

Mr. KERNAN. I was willing to yield i 
objection is made, I will resume. 1 wi 
but a few moments more. 

W hat faith will the soldiers and officers » 
now calling into the field have in the gratit 
Congress and the country when they fin 
President, through prejudice, through pr ' 
through importunities which politicia 
pressing upon a man in his position, | M 
an accomplished and patriotic general fi W 
mand; and then Congress, under the | 
is unemployed, (no other suggestion is lh S 
against him,) unemployed when all xn W Mr 
ready and willing to serve, legislates hi t 
the Army? 

I trustand hope that gentlemen wi lev ! Mr 
in opposing this resolution I have not bee th 
enced by partisan feelings. It seems to me this MI 
resolution is unwise, unprecedented, and t 
and therefore it should not be adopted. | t 
sake of our own body, for the sak of the Gov- tn 
ernment, for the sake of our country, | submit to the 
that we should reject the resolution pr 
adopt the substitute, which provides for ¢ : r 
pointment ofa board which will relieve the T1 I 
ury, and which will take from the serv! com- t 
petent men, and atthe same time leave int 
of the country men upon whom we may Very i: 
have to call to aid in the fearful struggle Ww lair q 
is going on in our country, and which Urres I$] 
its destruction. : 

Mr. GARFIELD obtained the f loor. 5 

Mr. FENTON. Will the gentleman give ¥*) 
and allow me to make a motion to post] 
further consideration of this matter for 4 ing 
while? It is evident wecannot get thi 
it to-night. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I only desire to make® Ity ig 
very few remarks. ; 

Mr. FENTON. I think we had better pos» 
one it. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Iam willing to pos’p" 
the question if the gentleman desires It; | Bs 
have so few remarks to make, | think it bes!’ or 
| present them to-night. wae 





